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tion, is recommended by a circumftance that diltin- 
iifhes it from all the preceding,~and cannot fail of rendering 
it “acceptable | to the public ; ; we mean, the novelty of the fub- 
ject. Though the antiquity of Venice, the reputation of its 
laws, the once-flourithing {tate of its commerce, the ftability 
of its conftitution, the impertarice to all-Europe of the wars 
waged by this powerful maritime republic, might reafonably be 
fuppofed to-excite ¢uriofity, yet have foreigners been fatisfied 
with the fuperficial accounts of travellers, and the works of Ve- 
netian wtiters,, who, have related the occurrences of particular 
periods, in languages underftood only by the learned, and with 
that caution abfolutely neceffary to the fubjeGs of fo jealous a 
government., Even the Englifh and French, who abound in 
hittories of every other people on earth, have fhewn no curiofity 
about the affairs of the Venetians, notwithftanding they were 
long the chief fupport of the latter in Italy, and the authors of 
the Levant trade, by which the former have fo greatly profited. 
Not a fyllable of the hiftory of the republic is to be met with 
in the language of this countrys and except the clumfy ob- 
folete trantlation by Fougaffe, and the late compilation, hy the 
abbé Laguier, the French tongue is equally barren in hiftorians, 
It is true, indeed, that Ameloty Miffon, Addifon, Burnet, Key- 
fler, Blainville, and other travellers and political writers, have 
deftribed the city, the curiofjtiey, the manners of the people, 
the frame of the Venetian conftitution, and other particulars 
gelative to the prefent ftate of the republic; but we find no- 
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thing, befides a few detached imperfect anecdotes, on the ori- 
gin, the progrefs, the full growth and decline of this celebrated 
maritime power. As what we have faid is alone fufficient to 
engage the attention of the curious reader, we fhall enter upon 
our review without farther preface. 


Previous to the hiftory, our authors exhibit a fhort fketch of 
the ofigin and prefent ftate of Venice. ‘Thé antiquity of this 
city will appear ftom the following fhort extrac. ‘ Hiftorians 
(fay our authors) are no lefs divided concerning the time and 
manner of building the city, than about.its origin, What the 
earlieft Italian writers relate has much the appearance of pane- 
gyric, and hiftorical flattery. Jorandes affitms, that Attila ad- 
vancing to Aquileia, the capital of the province of Venetia, in- 
vefted it, and after a fiege of three months, during which the 
garrifon performed prodigies of valour, took it by affault, pil- 
Jaged and.Jaid the city in afhes, putting all thofe to the fword 
who fell into his hands ; intending, by this barbarous ufage, 
and favage ferocity, to ftrike terror into the other cities, and 
frighten them into fubmiffion. Some later writers are of opi- 
nion, that on this occafion the inhabitants of the province of 
Venetia, and the miferable remains of Aquileia, Verona, Man- 
tua, Trevigio, and other cities deftroyed by this barbarian, re- 
tired to the iflands on their coaft, and there laid the frft foun- 
dation of the city of Venice, calling it after the name of the 
province. Idatius and Jorandes fix this memorable event 
about the end of the year 451, or the beginning of 452 of the 
chriftian zra. | 


« Moft writers date the foundation of the city thirty-one years 
earlier. They fay, that after the removal of the feat of empire 
by Conftantine into the Eaft, Italy was affliéted with a feries of 
calamities, and perpetually harraffed with the incurfions of 
barbarous nations: that the Hunns, led on by Attila, that 
fcourge of humanity, after having defeated Macrinus, gover- 
nor of Pannenia and Macedonia, was advancing towards Italy, 
deftroying every thing with fire and fword, leaving every where 
the veftiges of a difpofition truly barbarous and brutal: that 
upon the news of his approach, the richeft and moft powerful 
families on the coaft of the Adriatic Sea, ftruck with the terror 
of his arms, retired with their moft valuable effeéts into the 
little iflands of the Rialto, as into a place of fecurity : there 
they laid the foundations of a city which fhould proteé& them 
againit thofe barbarians, and fecure their religion, their liberty, 
their families, and wealth. Thus they fuppofe, that Attila 
penetrated twice into Italy, a fa& that is difputed by other 
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After defcribing the fituation of Venice, and enumerating 
the different countries under the dominion of the republic, our 
authors affign the following reafons for the ftability of the Ve- 
netian coenftitution, and the duration of liberty, amidft the vi- 
ciffitudes and the attempts of potent eae wa: and ambi- 
tious fubjects. 


« Firft, her firm attachment to her general principles ; it be- 
ing a maxim of the Venetian government, that innovation and 
change produce greater abufes than thofe inconveniencies they 
were intended to remedy. Hence her decrees are irrevocable. 


‘ The prudent and wife manner in which fhe has ballanced 
-between the contending powers of Europe, throwing herfelf . 
always into the lighter fcale, in order to preferve a juft political 
balance. 


‘ The knowledge, judgment, and experience of her fenators, 
who are obliged to perform a kind of probation in the feveral 
inferior employments of the ftate, before they are admitted to 
the higheft council of the republic. 


‘ The judicious and equitable diftribution of rewards and pu- 
nifhments, as they are appointed by the laws. Here alone it 
is, that the fmalleft offence againft the ftate, or fufpicion of an 
attack upon the liberty of the people, is punifhed with imme- 
diate death ; while the induftrious, ufeful, and ingenious citi- 
zen and mechanic, is fure of being rewarded. Here alone it 
is, that corruption and venality are crimes of as heinous a na- 
ture as treafon : that eyen an attempt to purchafe a place under 
the government, or a voice in the fenate, is made capital; that 
the nobility, officers, and gentlemen are forbid, under the fe- 
vereft penalties, to accept of prefents from foreign ftates ; and 
even the ambafladors obliged to account, to the full value, for 
any gifts and favours conferred upon them by the courts where 
they refide. 


‘ We may add, the extraordinary fecrecy enjoined in all fate 
affairs ; and the fevere and rigid laws: againft the betrayers of 
public truft, and revealers of the myfteries of the cabinet. 


‘ The reftraints with which the laws have clogged the prero- 

tives of the fovereign, who is in faé& fittle more than prefi- 
dent of the fupreme council of the nation, with the badges ra- 
ther of rank than of. power; and the bounds prefcribed to the 
wealth and ambition of the fubjeA. 


‘ The exclufion from all places of profit or civil power, 
the clergy and every member of the church, and confining their 
authority wholly to ecclefiaftical affairs, Among the caufes of 
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ftability of this republic, we may likewife reckon the patriotic 
difpofition and fincere love of their country and conftitution, 
obfervable even in the Venetians of meaner rank; the addrefs 
and policy of her ambafladors ; the great riches of her bank ; 
and in fhort, the very model and form of the conftitution and 
government. 


‘The Venetians boaft, that their liberties have remained for 
1309 years untouched ; but it appears in courfe of the hiftory, 
that the government has fultained frequent revolutions. Firit, 
the city was governed by confuls, who were foon exchanged for 
tribunes. ‘Thofe magiftrates continued for near 300 years; 
but upon abufing their authority, and, like the decemvirs of 
Rome, affuming a defpotic power, they were laid afide for a 
kind of monarchical government, where the fovereignty was 
vefted in the perfon of the doge. Before we proceed to the dif- 
ferent revolutions in this government, we ‘fhall ftop to point 
out a few of our authors refie&tions on the different departments 
of the Venetian conttitution. 


‘ It isobfervable (fay they) that from the time the republic 
was firft governed by a fovereign, every alteration and change 
of the conftitation ferved to limit and retrench his authority, 
The Venetians are perfedtly fatisfied, that the liberty of the 
people is incompatible with the interefts of the prince, who af- 
fumes a power fuperior to the laws; he is therefore not only 
fubje&ted without referve, but clogged by particular reftri€tions, 
which would feem to render his condition inferior to that of a 
private fenator. Difpatches are made in his name, and the let- 
ters of foreign courts addrefled to him; but he delivers them 
unopened to the fenate, and reports their anfwer to the ambaf- 
fadors, Tokeep him in continual remembrance that his power 
is fubordinate to the fenate and council, they forbear the exa- 
mination of all propofitions made by the minilters of other 
ftates, until the doge and his.counfellors have withdrawn, His 
anfwers to foreign minifters muft be general; if they fhould 
prove difpleafing to the fenate, he is fure to meet with rough 
checks and fenfible mortifications. Nor is itin thefe audiences 
only the doge muft fquare his conduét to the narrow bounds of. 
his authority ; it is likewile in particulars where his paffions, his 
humanity, and happinefs are concerned, He can neither marry, 
vifit, or ftir out of the city without leave. If he fets foot on 
the continent, his authority. ceafes: and indeed, folitude and 
dependence would appear to be the diftinguifhing and effential 
qualities of his funétion, It is true, the doge is addrefled with 
the refped& paid to a fovercign prince; he is attended with the 
enfigns and badges of royalty ; and, in fhort, enjoys the whole 
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pomp, pageantry, and circumftance of power, without the au- 
thority.’ 

Having defcribed the nature of the fenaté, the feignory, the 
favi, and other colleges, they proceed to the following reflec- 
tions. * It muft however be acknowledged, that what the Ve- _ 
netians call the bafis of their government, and prop of the con- 
flitution, the ftate inquifition, and its horrid train of fpies, 
. ¢miffaries, and informers, wears an ugly afpect, and contradicts 
the pra€tice of the moft civilized nations and beft regulated 
ftates. It may have difcovered attempts, and fruftrated confpi- 
Facies againft the government ; but furely nothing can recon- 
cile a man, born under the influence of liberty, and nurfed in 
the lap of freedom, to fo horrid, cruel, and arbitrary,a jurifdic- 
tion. Informers have ever been efteemed the peits of fociety, 
and inftruments of tyranny; and they were the deteftation of 
Greece and Rome. as long as liberty remained. But Venice 
gives them the protection of her laws, and penfions frem the 
government, upon the moft infamous and pernicious footing ;. 
their informations are received in a fecret manner, thrown into 
a ftone appropriated for that purpofe, and anonymous. Thus 
the excellencies of the Venetian conftitution are weighed down 
by faults of fo grofsand enormous a nature, as one would think 
lefs tolerable than the moft defpotic and abfolute monarchy.’ 


Our authors conclude the prefent ftate of Venice with an ac- 
count of the church government; in which we find that eccle- 
fiaftics are wholly excluded the councils and employments of the 
ftate. 7 


The piaure given of the incipient ftate of Venice, from the 
ancient writers of the republic, is extremely beautiful. ‘ If we 
credit them (fay our authors) the great delicacy and f{crupulous 
exactnefs in the choice of members compofing this little com- 
munity, is beyond example: the pureft religion, the moft ua- 
blemifhed morals, rigid virtue and integrity, together with a 
certain degree of wealth and quality, were indifputable quali- 
fications of thofe admitted to the privileges of the city. 


‘ Caffiodorus relates, that one would have taken this multi- 
tude of people rather for a numerous feminary of philofophers 
living at their eafe, cultivating the duties of religion and virtue, 
and enjoying a perfect tranquility, than for the concourfe of a 
diftrefled, clamorous, and diforderly rabble. They contended 
not in luxury, oftentation, and expence ; but in moderation, 
chaitity, and virtue. Riches, honours, ambition, and the trajy 
of evils which conftitute the great concern of the reft of may_ 
kind, had no charms for the Venetians: rich and’ poor lived 
bpona familiar equality. Property wascommon to all, and. 
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tirely devoted to the occafions of the public. Merit was. the 
only diftinétion ; that alone was efteemed true nobility which 
was acquired by virtue. Induftry and frugality were com- 
mended, as they were ufeful to the community ; virtue and 
piety, as they ennobled the man by the praétice of what be- 
came a rational creature. Upon thefe their conferences turned, 
and upon thefe alone their quarrels, if any, arofe. Power and 
authority were conferred on modeft merit ; the voluptuous, the 
prefuming, and worldly-minded, were excluded from public 
truft and credit.’ 


Under fuch aufpices did this republic receive her firft laws, 
ordinances, and regulations ; in fuch praétices and ftudies did 
fhe pafs her amiable infancy, until the abolition of the confu- 
lar power in the 36th year of the city: 


The caufes of abolifhing the tribunitian power, which fuc- 
ceeded the confular, are thus diftin@ly related in the account 
of the general aflembly, held for new-modelling the conftitu- 
tion. Here the tribunes ‘ were accufed of extortion, cruelty, 


murder, andtyranny. It was afferted, that the republic mutt - 


fall; their liberties be annihilated ; their wives and children 
expofed to unbridled luft, and their property to the rapacious 
avarice of thofe mercilefs tyrants, unlefs an end was put to 
their authority, by introducing another form of government. 
After various fpeeches, debates, and propofals, the affembly 
proceeded to bufinefs. Numberlefs defeé&ts in their prefent 
conftitution were remarked. ‘They obferved, that a power of 
convoking the great council was lodged in no part of the ftate ; 
that the various opinions and clafhing interefts of fo numerous 
an affembly, without a head, was attended with difcord animo- 
fity ; that having no one todire& their proceedings, they were 
flow, irrefolute, and without vigour in their meafures ; that 
the public affairs were conduéted rather according to the paf- 
fions and intereft of faétions, than the occafions of the ftate ; 
and, that the executive power was neceflarily transferred to the 
tribunes, who were often ignorant, of mean extraction, and 
low fortune. Hence arofe the abufe of their authority; igno- 
rance is ever the foundation of conceit ; meannefs of infolence ; 
and poverty begets oppreffion and avarice. They likewife re- 
marked, that unanimity and concord could never exift in a ftate 
where the chief members were unconneéted; that the tribunes, 
being excluded from a feat in the affembly, mutt of courfe be 
ignorant of the fenfe and fpirit of many of the laws committed 
to their care; that as they formed no regular council among 
themfelves, the diftribution of juftice muft vary in the feveral 
diftriéts of the city ; the laws be local ; one part of the nation 
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groaning under bondage, while the other enjoyed the fweets of 
liberty ; and the happinefs of the people depending upon the 
humour, difpofition, or caprice of a few petty magiftrates. 
The refult was, to abolifh the tribunitian power,. and in its ftead 
to eleé&t a duke or doge, in whom fhould be vefted the fupreme 
authority. He was:to reprefent the honour and majefty of the 
ftate ; to have refpe& and diftinétion paid him fuperior to what 
the sithineens or even the confuls, enjoyed ; he was to affemble 
and prefide at the great council ; to have a cafting vote’ in all 
difputed points; to nominate to all offices, places, ang prefer- 
ments ; and laftly, to enjoy the fame fupremacy in the church 
as in the ftate. 


‘ Paulatio, of Heraclea, is fuppofed to have procured the 
election to fall upon himfelf, by his dexterity, addrefs, and in- 
trigues. He was a man of fine talents, fpecious eloquence, 
handfome and intrepid. His generofity had made him popular, 
and his experience in public bufinefs neceflary in the affembly. 
He never countenanced thofe factions which difturbed the tran- 
quility of the republic, though it is imagined that when difcord 
ran high, he applied to his own purpofes the divifions which he 
could not heal. In fhort, his cool prudence, his infinuating 
manner, and artful condué, had fo greatly influenced the af- 
fembly, that he was elected fovereign by’ the unanimous con- 
currence of the council, to the great joy of the people, who 
were extravagant in the demonftrations of their fatisfaction.’ 


Many occurrences are related in a different manner, by our 
authors, from what they are generally believed. According to 
them, the confpiracy formed under the adminiftration of Pietro 
Gradonico, by that ambitious nobleman Baimonti Thiepolo, 
whom the Italians itill ftigmatize with the name of the Vene- 
tian Cataline, arofe from no mifcondu& of the doge ; it had 
its birth wholly from afpiring villainy. ‘ The fcheme (fay they) 
was laid to enter the palace, murder the doge, council, and fe- 
nate ; to affume the reins of authority ; divide among the con. 
fpirators the property and power of the deceafed ; and to rule 
with an arbitrary fway, without reftriion of oaths, or con- 
- troul of councils and fenates. A multitude of the common 
people, either from the love of novelty, or the fpecioufnefs of 
their reafoning, and force of money and promifes, were gained. 
Upon the day fixed for the execution of their wicked purpofe, 
fecret notice of it was fent by an unknown hand to the doge, 
who immediately communicated it to fome of the fenators in 
whom he could moft confide. The fenators were fcarce aflem- | 
bled, with fuch of their friends as the fhort notice would fuffer 
them to collet, when the confpirators affaulted the palace : the 
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alarm inftantly fpread over the city, and brought every matt 
attached to the conftitution to the affiftance of the doge and 
fenate. Inthe mean time the confpirators had filled the fpa 
cious market-place of St. Mark’s with their armed affociates. 
Here a furious battle began: on one fide ftood Baimonti and 
the confpirators, endeavouring to deftroy liberty, property, and 
the common rights of humanity; on the other, the doge and 
fenate, bravely refolved to perifh with their freedom. Grado- 
nico animated his party by his fpeech and example : they pref- 
fed forward upon the conipirators, who finding themfelves infe- 
rior in number, and difappointed in ther hopes of taking them 
unprepared, began to give way. Juftiniano feafonably coming 
up, with a frefh body of men he had colleéted together, at- 
tacked the confpirators vigoronfly in the rear, broke them, and 
made prodigious flaughter. Baimonti perceiving his party 
giving way, was the firft to defert, as he had been the foremoft 
in promoting the villainous defign : he endeavoured to efcape, 
but was knocked down by a large ftone a woman let fall upon 
his head from her window, and, before he could recover him- 
felf, was taken and cut in pieces by fome of the doge’s friends 
whopurfued him: the reft were almoft all either taken or killed. 
The arms of Baimonti and his accomplices were erazed out of 
the public records, their houfes pulled down, eftates confif- 
cated, and families for ever banifhed the city and dominions of 
the republic. This happy delivery from oppreffion, bondage; 
and death, is to this day yearly commemorated at Venice.’ 


If we credit Amelot and Blainville, the motives of this con- 
fpiracy were not only laudable but truly public-fpirited; and 
they mention, in proof of their allegation, a manufcript handed 
round Italy, and even Venice, which the fenate have ufed their 
utmoft endeavours to fupprefs. ‘The ducal throne being vacant 
in the year &2zg90, Blainville fays, in 1310, Pietro Gradonico, 
and Tiepolo, were candidates for the fovereignty. The firft 
was fupported by the intrigues of the fenate, and the latter by 
the affe&tions of the people. When the fuperior cunning of 
Gradonico triumphed over his competitor, he refolved to avenge 
himfelf on the popular party, and for this purpofe began re-= 
formations in the council, to which he would admit only the 
nobility. This ftroke, though particularly levelled at his pri- 
vate enemies, proved neverthelefs almoft fatal to the conftitu- 
tion. The burghers and merchants were not only deprived.of 
the privileges, but feveral very confiderable families, whofe no= 
bility was difputed. Such a revolution could not be effeéted 
without great tumult and diforder ; the plebeians beheld with 
indignation the injuftice done them, and many of the nobility 


were chagrined at a defign, the confequences of which they 
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fotefaw. Baimonti Tiepolo, the head of am ancient familys. 
was of this number; he joined the plebtians ‘in oppofing the 
violences of the court. However he might be aQuated againit 
the doge by difappointment and private refentment;, on this oc- 
cafion his condu& muft be applauded. -He affembled a- nun 
ber of the principal burghers at his houfe, ‘and harangued then 
with the eloquence of a Cicero, and the feeming integrity of a 
Cato. His whole defign was to feize on the perfon of the doge, 
and the principal fenators, to fruftrate the attempt to alter'the 
conftitution, and to procure a new and free ele&tion of a foves 
reign; but the iffue proved fatal to himfelf and his adherents) 
All the Venetian writers vindicate the conduct of the doge and 
fenate; the error has been propagated through fear, and 
adopted by the authors of the Univerfal Hiftoty, from too im- 
plicit a reliance on the hiftorians of the republic. 


_ Several other confpiracies, the wars cafried on againft Genoa, 

a fifter and rival republic, againft Vifconti, duke of Milan, the 
emperors, the French kings, and the infidels, are all fuccin@ly 
related ; but we could with our authors had been more expli- 
cit on the civil tranfaétions of the republic, The truth is, their 
materials in this refpeét are greatly deficient : almoft all the 
Venetian hiftorians treat only of particular periods, rendered 
interefting by fome important war, to defcribe which they ap- 
ply their whole attention. Poffibly too, the civil tranfaétions of 
a ftate, where the f{prings of action are kept a profound fecret, 
could furnifh no great entertainment. Probably fome readers 
may think our hiftorians lefs excufeable, for repeating the, 
fpeeches of princes, generals, and ambafladors, which cannot 
always be well attefted ; however, though this fpecies of rhe- 
torical ornament is now generally condemned as inconfiitent 
‘ with the integrity of rigid hiftorians, it ought to be confidered, 
that our authors go upon the beft authority ; as the only Ve-+ 
netian hiftorians of repute, were either members of the fenate, 
-of the feignory, the council ai die, or the ftate inquifition, 
whence their teftimony cannot reafonably be queftioned. In 
many inftances the motives of particular méafares ‘cannot be fo 
elegantly related, or the, characters of perfonages fo ftrongly 
marked, as by a fpeechi pronounced on fome important oc- 
cafion. We fhall give the reader a fpecithen of the talents of 
our authors in this way: 


The origin of the war between Philip duke of Milan; and. 
the Venetian republic, is related in the following manner: | 


‘ Philip was a minor at his father’s death, and, like moft 
other children in their pupilage, robbed, plundered, -and op; 
prefied by thofe very guardians who were bound in honour, 
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confcience, and by the laws of nature, to protect his infan- 
cy : his dominigns were, made a prey to the neighbouring petty 
princes and ftates, and in the courfe of a few years pafled into 
the hands of a variety of mafters. Philip was no fooner of age 
to take.upon him the government of the little, dominion left,. 
than he attempted to recover thofe cities and provinces of which 
he was plundered in his minority. .By hisown valour, and the 
great abilities of Francifco Carmagnola, he not only won back 
what lawfully belonged to him, but greatly extended his terri- 
tories beyond what the family ever poffefled. In the career of 
the victory he invefted Genoa, reduced it to great extremities, 
and compelled the Genoefe to purchafe peace with a prodigious 
fum of money, for the payment of which the Florentines were 
bound fureties, the ftréng city Leghorn, at the mouth of the 
river Arno, being pledged to them for their fecurity and indem- 
nification. . The Florentines interfering in this affair produced 
a coldnefs between Philip and that republic, which he foon im- 
proved into an open rupture. Under the pretext of affifting 
pope Martin, he ‘attacked and defeated the Florentine army 
near “Zagonere : this was the ‘glofs Philip gave this tranfaction 
at foreign’ courts, in order to conceal his ambition. Other 
battles were fought afterwards, until the Florentines, finding 
themfelves unequal to Philip’s power, had recourfe for affiftance 
to the Venetians. The republic had refrained from taking 
part in the quarrel, as long as there was hope that the Floren- 
tines could ftand their ground, and with-their own ftrength 
check the progrefs of this conqueror; but finding the balance 
greatly preponderate in favour of Philip, the Venetians were 


induced to throw themfelves in the oppofite fcale, from that 


conitant maxim of their government, to pay a ftri&t attention 
to the juft political poife. Firft they endeavoured, by repeated 
ambaffies, to reconcile Philip to the Florentines, all of which, 
like a true politician, he received gracioufly, and difmiffed with 
ftrong promifes and affurances of what he never intended to 
perform. The republic was no lefs artful than Philip ; under 
pretence of placing an intire confidence in what he faid, they 
were making all the neceflary preparations to oblige him to 
make good his affurances. At laft, when every thing was in 
readinefs for declaring war, Paolo Cornaro was fent to demand 
a categorical anfwer. Cornaro” addrefied the prince in fub- 
ftance to the following effe&t: ‘* That of all the princes on 
earth his highnefs had the greateft reafon to acknowledge the 
goodnefs of Providence by a juft and equitable condud, fince, 
under the proteétion of the Almighty, he had not only reco- 
vered, but greatly, extended his lawful dominions: that he was 
quietly in poffeftion of a fine country, exceeded by no otherin 
the fertility of foil, the beauty of its cisies, the temperature of 
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its climate, and the ingenuity, of its inhabitants. His-youth, © 
his aétivity, bis valour, and prudence, +he acknowledged, de- 
ferved, and were able to procure greatér territories, but this 
could not be effeéted confiftently with, that firft principle of 
chriftianity, * do as you would be done by.’ It was with the 
utmoft grief, he faid, that his mafters found themfelves under 
the neceflity of remonftrating to him on this head, and of af- 
furing him that juitice to their neighbours, to their allies, to 
themfelves, and to the precepts of their religion, obliged them 
to leave no means untried to prevent the oppreffion of the weak, - 
and ftem the ambition and avarice of the more powerful : that 
if he did not immediately recal his army from Tufcany ; ifhe 
did not ceafe to moleft the Florentines in particular, and could 
not confine himfelf within the large circle of the fine domi- 
nions it had pleafed God to beftow on him, they would, with- 
out farther notice, break off their alliance, join themfelves to 
the Florentines, and with all the force of their republic, by fea 
and land, wage inceffant war, until his ambitioa was humbled, 
and his power reduced within proper limits.” Philip was ftung 
with the fpirited remonftrance of Cornaro ; but always fub- 
jeGting his paffions to his intereft, he replied, that out of ref- 
pect to the Venetian republic he would fubmit the difpute with 
Florence to the arbitration of Nicholas D’Aifte, whofe inte- 
grity could not be called in queftion. Satisfied with this an- 
{wer, Cornaro returned to Venice, and was foon followed by two 
ambafladors from Vifconti. Philip had heard that the Floren- 
tines were preparing an ambafly to the republic; he therefore 
difpatched Giovanni Aretini, and Bertrand Lampugniani, to 
fruftrate the effects, and prevent violent refolutions. The firft 
audience was given to the Tufcan minifters, who pathetically 
reprefented all the mifesies of a free ftate, in danger of being 
overwhelmed by the mercilefs and inexorable ambition of a 
tyrant; the duty incumbent on free conftitutions to oppofe, 
with all their might, the encroachments of ambitious princes 
and monarchs; an attack upon Florence, they faid, was an 
attack upon liberty, and the prelude to an attempt on the free- 
dom of Venice. Some little difference there was in the natu- 
ral difpofitions of tyrants, fome were lefs, fome more cruel ;_ 
but the invariable and fixt obje& of their policy in general, was 
the deftruétion of liberty, and eftablifhment of bondage. They 
enumerated inftances of Philip’s cunning, fpecioufne(s, vigi- 
lance, activity, intrepidity, and power; and from each drew 
arguments for the neceflity of curbing his ambition. ‘Phey 
concluded with a warm and pathetic exhortation, which ex- 
cited violent emotions in the breaft of every fenator. On the 
one fide the power and ambition of Philip was formidable to 
liberty ; on the other, the expence of the war was great, and 
the 
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the iffue hazardous : here the voice of liberty and:compaffiott 
called, there fear and the dread of fhame réftrained. To dif- 
engage themfelves from this perplexity, before any reply was 
thade to the Florentines, the duke’s ambaffadors were called 
in, when Aretini, the moft artful and eloquent {peaker of his 
country, addreffed the doge and fehate in a fpeech fuitable to 
his charaéter. He began with engaging the affeftions of his 
audience, foothing their paffions, and explaining the nature of 
his inftru€tions: he proceeded to fome fevere ftri€tures upon 
the Florentines, to refute their affertions, and vindicate the 
mieafures and character of his mafter. “ They inftance, fays 
he, Philip of Macedon, Mithridates, and Antiochus, as impla- 
cable foes to the liberties of Greece and Rome; but why do 
they omit Porfenna, whoat one blow had almoft crufhed in its 
infancy the greateft republic on earth? for this reafon only, 
that they would not recal to your memory that Tufcany had 
ever produced a tyrant. But ifthe Florentines are fond of their 
erudition, why did they not likewife mention Hieron, Maffinif- 
fa, the Ptolemies, and Attalus, the moft ftaunch and faithful 
allies Rome ever had? King Lewis, they fay, was a capital 
enemy to your republic, fo was Carrario; but then the Vif- 
conti’s, for above an hundred years, loved, cherifhed, and ef- 
teemed the Venetians ; a perpetual intercourfe of friendly of- 
fices, treaties, and alliances, fubfifted between them, and will 
continue to fubfiit after the flanderous, the artful, and the 
falfe Florentines are annihilated and forgot.” 


The eloquence of Aretini could not fhut the eyes of the Ve» 
netians to their true intereft. They perceived Philip’s ambi- 
tion; they forefaw all the confequences ; and they determined 
to clip the foaring wings, which muft one day convey inevi- 
table deftruction to the republic. Accordingly they declared 
war againft Milan, and fupported it with that fpirit and obfti- 
nacy for which they have ever been diftinguifhed. 


The courage and perfeverance of the Venetians never ap- 
peared in a more confpicuous manner than at the fiege of Fa- 
magofta, a city of Cyprus, invefted by the Turks in the year 
1571. This city, after a long and obitinate fiege, was at 
length furrendered to the Turkith bafhaw, on condition, ‘ that 
the officers and foldiers fhould march out with all the honours 
of war, drums beating, colours flying, five pieces of cannon; 
all their baggage, and be conveyed in fafety to Candia under 
an efcort of three Turkifh gallies ; and that the inhabitants 
fhould remain in the free ufe of their religion, untouched in 
their property, and in full poffeffion of their freedom. Thefe 


conditions having been mutually figned, the garrifon marched 
out, 
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out, and the foldiers embarked on board the fhips provided for 
them by Muftapha, Next day Bragadino went to pay nny 
compliments to Muftapha, attended by Baglioni, Martiner 
and fome of the chief officers. At firit oy met with ac vil 
reception, Muftapha ordering a feat to be placed for Br agadi- 
no on his own right hand. They foon entered into digourts 
about the prifoners; and Muftapha taxing Bragadino with fome 
violences committed by the garrifon during the fufpenfion 
granted for fettling a.capitulation, Bragadino, with a generoug 
difdain, denied the charge, calling it falfe and defigning. Upon 
which Muftapha, rifing up in a fury, ordered him to be bound 
hand and foot; and the others maflacred before his face, with: 
out regard to hofpitality, their bravery, the treaty fubfifting, or 
their ‘being unarmed. Bragadino was referved for acral treat: 
ment ; after being infulted with the moft vilifying and oppro- 
brious language ; after undergoing the moft excruciating tor 
tures; after having his ears, nofe, and lips flit, his neck wad 
ftretched upon a block, and trampled upon by the daftardly 
Muftapha, who afked him where was now that Chrift whom its 
worfhipped, and why he did not deliver him out of his han 
At the fame the foldiers on board the fleet were defpoiled*o 
every thing, and lafhed to the oars. This day’s work being 
finifhed, Muftapha entered the city, where he gave immediate 
orders that Tiepolo fhould be hanged upon a gibbet. Arferw 
days after, before Bragadino had recovered from the wounds he 
reecived, he was:carried in derifion to all the breaches made in 
the walls, loaded with buckets. filled with earth and mortar. 
and ordered to kifs.the ground as. often | as he pafled by Matta, 
pha; a fpeétacle that raifed pangs of pity in the callous i 
of the meaneft Turkifh foldiers, but could not move com 
fion in the obdurate breaft of Muftapha, Afterwards "the 
brave Bragadino was ‘coaped up in a cage, and j ignominiouffy 
hung to a-fail-yardin one of the ea ste where his intrepid fol- 
diers Were chained to the oars. ‘This fight rendered them 
moft furious : they exclaimed againft the batenele, the rents 
of Muftapha; they called aloud for revenge, and defied fo. be 
fet at liberty that they might, even without arms, refcue their 
brave general, and. infli& the deferved punithment upon their 
mean, daftardly, and cowardly foes. Their requeft was an= 
{wered with cruel lathes; ; Bragadino was. taken down, conduct- 
ed to the market-place, amidit the din of t trumpets, dame .d 
other warlike inftruments, where he was flayed alive, and 
period put to his glorious:life. His fkin was hung, by way o 
trophy, to the fail yard of a galley fent. round she cgafts 3 


jnfult the Venetians, Ja which manner perjthed | the intrep 
Bragadino, 
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Bragadino, who fuffered equally by the dilatorinefs of the ree 
public, and the barbarity of an haughty enemy *. 


' [ntrepidly as Bragadino behaved on this occafion, there have 
not been wanting detractors of his fame, and nibbling critics, 
whofe baleful breath would blight that glory which ought to be 
facredly tranfmitted to the lateft pofterity. Among thefe is 
Blainville, who alledges, upon what authority we know not, that 
Bragadino’s fate was the juft reward of his cruelty, for havin 
maflacred all the Turkifh prifoners taken in different fallies, 


Wecould with our authors had brought down the hiftory of 
Venice to the prefent times, or that they had at leaft continued 
it to the memorable war in Candia, and that celebrated con- 
{piracy to deftroy the exiftence of the republic, contrived by 
the Spanifh ambaflador, on which is founded one of the beft 
tragedies in the Englifh language. It is probable they had 
their reafons for ftopping fhort ; either their materials might 
have been infufficient, or they thought it. unneceffary to pro- 
long the hiitory, on account of a few events already generally 
known. We had rather acknowledge our obligations for what 
they have done, than beftow our cenfures for what they 
have omitted. 

For the fatisfaGtion of our readers we fhall give a fhort tketch 
of the affairs of the republic, fubfequent to the war in Cyprus, 
which may ferve as a fupplement to the volume. 


After the peace ‘concluded with the Turks in 1573, Venice 
énjoyed profound tranquility until the eve of the following cen- 
tury, when the ambition of the clergy, and the jealoufy of the 
government again involved the republic in a troublefome dif- 
pute with the pontiff, Paul V. Though ecclefiaftics were ex- 
cluded the civil employments of the ftate, and greatly limited 
at Venice, yet they gradually acquired vaft eftates, and pur- 
chafed a great part of the republican territories, which greatly 
alarmed the fenate, as thefe lands became ufelefs to the govern- 


alten, 





_* © He bore his fufferings with fuch an admirable conftancy, 
that, ‘with great calmnefs, he reafoned with Muftapha upon 
the duties of honour, virtue, and a foldier. He then taxed 
him with perfidy, cruelty, and cowardice, qualities the leaft be- 
coming a general of all men. After his fkin was pulled dowu 
to his navel, the force applied by the executioner made the 
blood ftream out ; upon which, with amazing firmnefs, he cried 
out upon Chrift’s fufferings. But thefe are fcenes we cannot 
defcribe without horror. The reader may fee them at large in in 
Paruta, Mauroceni,-and other Venetian hiftorians,’ 


ment, 
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ment. A decree therefore paffed, forbidding ecclefiaftics, un- 
der fevere penalties, from making purchafe of lands without 
the confent of the fenate. The government had likewife pro-- 
hibited the building churches, founding monafteries, bequeath 
ing eftates, giving donations, or any way augmenting the 
power and revenues of ecclefiaftics, who perceiving their ava- 
rice and ambition checked, called heaven and earth to witnefs 
and redrefs the grievance. Paul V. the moft afpiring and tur- 
bulent of all the pontiffs, took the Venetian clergy under his 
proteftion. He excommunicated the fenate, under pretence 
they had unjuftly imprifoned two of his clergy, though it was 
certain that one of thofe fons of the church had poifoned his 
own father, brother, and other relations. Without regarding 
the pontiff’s menaces, the criminals were put to death, andthe 
decree enforced far limiting the ecclefiaftical power. In a word, 
after long and virulent altercation, the clergy were forced to 
fubmit, and Paul obliged to drop a quarrel which the fenate 
maintained with the utmoft fpirit, without violating the ref- 
pect due to the head of the church. | 


The next difpute in which Venice was engaged, concluded 
in a manner equally happy and glorious to the republic... A cer 
tain fugitive tribe, called Ufcockes, took poffeffion of the towns 
evacuated by the Turks in Dalmatia, under the protettion of 
the houfe of Auftria, and particularly of the archduke Ferdi- 
nand. They begun with making depredations on the Turks; 
but acquiring a paflion for war and booty, they foon extended 
their violences, attacked the Venetians, and made no diftin@ion 
of friends or enemies. The republic repelled the injuries, and 
perfecuted this piratical people with fuch fpirit, that in defpite 
of the menaces of Ferdinand, the Ufcockes were forced to 
fubmit to fuch terms as fhe thought fit to impofe. is 


The ftri& attention which the republic paid to the balance of 
power in Italy, and her conftant oppofition to the ambitious. 
views of Spain, gave birth to that horrid confpiracy formed by. 
the enterprifing Alphonfo de la Cueva, marquis of Bedmar, 
and ambaffador at Venice from the court of Madrid. His de- 
fign was to fet fire to the city in different parts, and, amidft the 
general tumult, to introduce the Spanith foldiers, who, affifted 
by the confpirators, fhould maffacre the fenate, and feize upon 
the government. The fecrecy with which this villainous con= 
trivance was kept, muft be deemed truly aftonifhing, if we con- 
fider the great number of. perfons concerned, and. the prodi- 
gious number of fpies maintained by the {tate inquifition. It is - 
however true, that this jealous vigilant tribunal was not ap- 
prized of the danger of the ftate, before the plot was ripe for 

execution, 
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execution. One Jaffer, an accomplice, tertified with the hors 

rible. ‘maflacre projected, and ftung with remorfe, made the firi 
difcovery 5 his evidence, being fupported by the teitimony of 
two French gentlemen, who accidentally came to a knowledge 
of the'defign. The ambafflador fled to Milan, many of his ad- 
herents fuffered the. juft. punithment of their crime,:and.the 
Venetians were delivered from the greateft danger which had 
eyer threatened the republic. It is furprifing that fome writers 
treat this confpiracy as mere)y chjmerical. 


© Notwithftanding the Spaniards weré difappointed ‘in this de- 
teftablc fcheme, they purfued their defions upen Italy. They 
endeavoured’ to make themfelves mafters of the Vateline ; but 
met with fo fteady and firm an oppofi tiof from the republic, as 
obliged them to rélifiquith the entetpiizey- It was pn the fame 
principle that the Venetians interfered'in“the affair of the fac- 
ceffion of the duke of Nevers to the dut¢hy of Mantua. ° They 
likewifé fupportéd Odoard, duke of Mantua, againft pope Ur; 
ban VIII. who had deprived him of the dytchy of Caftra. 


Tn the year 1641, the knights of Malta encountered a firet 
6f ‘Turkifh merchantmen, which, after a bloody engagement, 
they took, funk, and deftroyed, their booty-being eftimated at 
fix millions of fequins. The-conquerors retired to Candia to 
divide the fpoils, ‘which gave fuch offence to the grand fignior, 
thathe refolved to come to a rupture with:the Venetians. But 
he kept his defign fecret, and began making vatt pire airs 
as,if he intendéd revenging the infult ‘given by the Maltefe, 
Venice had no fufpicion of any defign againft her ; nor would 
the fenate give credit to the advices fent by their conful at Con? 
Mantinople, -witil they ‘were confirmed by the famous Baptilig 
Nani, theirambaffador at the court of France. On this oc 
cafion the condyét of the fenate- is altogether unaccountable. 
They had, till new,, always .given’ eat, to “every information 
which regarded the fafety of the ftate; yet they neglected the 
adyices of their conful, until it was too late to take the effec- 
tual theafures for their fecurity. The Turkith fleet put to fea, 


‘fell ikea thunderbolt on Candia, ftormed Fort St. Theodore, 


and reduce ‘dla Cange, after a bloody fiege that held for twa 
months, notwithitanding the city was defended only by a flen-__ 
der garrifon.. Next year the infidels reduced Retimo, and the 
Venetians, to makea diverfion, threw themfelves i into Dalmatia, 
where they carried all before them, as.the enemy beftowed their, 
chief attention on the “conqueft of Candia. In the year 16.49>, 
the Turks formed the fiege of the capital, before which they 
loft 20,e00 men in one campaign. - Next year their lofles were . 
fo confiderable, that they were forced to turn the fiege into a 
blockade, 
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blockade, while. the Venetians charged. the Turkjth flest in the 
bay of Foya with fuch impetuofity, as obtained a complete 
victory. Several thoufand Turks perifhed in this glorious ac- 
tion. In two more fucceflive engagemerits the infidels were | 


defeated by fea, by ipadteons not half. their number; and thefe 





advantages were followed by the glorious vi€ory gained 
Marcello hn the Dardanelles, in which the who Torkift 
Acet was deftroyed. The intrepid Marcello did not long enjo 
the reputation of his yalour ; he died in a few days of a wount 
received in the pt. Ten thoufand Turks perithed, 
and five thoufand chriftian flaves recovered their liberty on this 
gccafion. Mocenigo, who fucceeded to the command, not only 
fleftroyed the Algerine fquadron, but attacked the Turkith flee 
within fight .of the grand yizier’s army, and defeated it, with 
the lofs of a great number of capital fhips, which he brought 
in, triumph to, Venice. As the Turks accommodated matters 
with the emperor in 1677, the whole load of the war fell upon 
the Venetians, who now fingly combated the maft formidable 
power in Europe. The vizier’s army was augmented ; and the 
Giege of Candia refumed with fo much vigour, that the garri- 
fon, exhaufted, fpent, and wholly emaciated by.a fiege ye 
continued for three years, at Jaft furrendered, after it had ¢o 
the Turks above 40,000 common foldiers, 10,000 janiffaries, 
39,000 militia, feven bafhaws, and near an hundred officers of 
diftinétion. Ina word, their viétory at Candia was the moft 
fatal blow ever fuftained by the Ottoman empire. Though 
conquerors, it obliged the infidels to fue for peace, which was 
granted, and rigidly obferved until the year 1684, when the 
war between the Turks and the emperor infpired. the: Vene- 
tians with hopes they might now be able to redeem their late 
loffes. In this war the republic recovered the Morea, after © 
having almoft fpent her whole ftrength in the moft gallant and 
intrepid q@ions. At laft peace was concluded in 1699, under 
the mediation of William UI. king of Great Britain. 


During the war in Italy, and over all Europe, for the Spa- 
nifh fucceffion, in confequence of the partition-treaty and 
triple alliance, Venice obferved a ftri& neutrality; but in 
1715, afreth war broke out with the Porte, which terminated 
with the peace of Paffarovitz concluded in 1716, after the re- 
public had loft thie Morea, and gallantly defended the ifland of 
Corfou, under the condu& of Schylenberg, whofe ftatue was 
ereéted by order of the fenaté. To conclude, Venice exhaufted 
by thefe continual wars, and ftripped of her commerce by the 
other maritime powers, is now only ftrong by fitmmation; lan- 
guifhing under @ flow confumption, which feems to liave touched 
her vitals, the républic cannot be deemed formidable. 

Vou. Xl. March 1761, O Art. 
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Arr. [1. Memoirs of Mis Sidney Bidulph, extra&ed from ber 
own Journals, and now firft publifhed. In Three Volumes. 12mo. 
Pr.gs. Dodfley. 


IF a copy drawn with the moft exquifite fkill, and heightened 

with the niceft touches of art, can be allowed merit equal 
to a juftly admired original, the Memoirs of Mifs Bidulph may 
defervedly claim a place in our efteem with the hiftories of Cla- 
riffa and Sir Charles Grandifon. © They are charaéterifed by the 
fame elegant fluency of narrative, the fame interefting minute- 
nefs, inimitable fimplicity, delicacy of fentiment, propriety of 
conduct, and irrefiftible pathos, which render them indifputa- 
bly-the beft models in this fpecies of writing, perhaps the moft 
engaging, perfuafive, and difficult of: any other. Memoirs 
written in the epiftolary manner, neceflarily appear prolix and 
redundant; to imitate nature more clofely, the reader is with- 
held from the principal events by a thoufand little previous for- 
malities, which, though they exert his patience at the time, 
fully recompenfe it in the end, by marking the charaéters more 
ftrongly, and introducing a variety of natural circumftances, 
that cannot fall under the pen of an hiftorian. Slight ftrokes, 
and gentle touches, feemingly frivolous and impertinent, have 
an aftonifhing effet in ftrengthening the refemblance of the 
portraiture. Under correction of the critics, we muft profefs 
ourfelves admirers of this kind of dramatic writing ; where 
every character {peaks in his own perfon, utters his feelings, and 
delivers his fentiments warm from the heart. It admits of an 
infinity of natural moral refle@tions, which a true biographer 
cannot, without pedantry and feeking the occafions, intro- 
duce. To fuftain with propriety all the different perfonages, 
to think, to a&t in their peculiar charaéters thro’ a whole life, 
checquered with profperity and adverfity, requires a truly dra- 
matic genius. If the writer is not confined to the unities of 
time and place, he labours under other inconveniencies, from 
which the ftri& dramatift is exempted. He f{upports.a_ cha- 
racter through life, the other only through one particular ac- 
tion; he obferves probability in the tranfaGions poifibly of half 
a century, the other only of a day ; he muft roufe the paffions, 
and engage the attention through a variety of unconneed in- 
cidents, the dramatift directs his whole ftrength only to one ob- 
je&ts in a word, the memoir writer muft be minute, without 
being tedious ; he muft ftudy variety, and yet be perfedtly 
fimple and natural ; he muft extend without enervating his cha- 


‘racters, rife gradually to his cataftrophe, unfold his defign 


flowly, and, after running a long courfe, appear vigorous, frefh, 
and unexhaufted. It is fufficient proof of the difficulty of this 
method 
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Method of ‘writing, that the ingenious inventive lady, to whom 
the Memoirs’ of Mifs Bidulph. are attributed, hath not been 
able to avoid imitation. Her heroine is a type of Mifs Cla- 
riffa Harlowe, ‘involved like her in a paffion which fhe cannot 
gratify confiftently with the diGates of filial duty, and rigid fe- 
male delicacy.. -Faulkland is a compofition of features bor- 
rowed from Grandifon and Lovelace: poffeffed of the ftri& ho- 
nour, the fteadinefs and integrity of the former, he fometimes 
delights in the ftratagem of the latter. But the characters will 
beft appear from a fketch-of the narrative. 


* Mrs. Catherine Sidney Bidulph, was the daughter of Sir 
Robert Bidulph of Wiltthire. Her father died when fhe was 
very young ; and of ten children none furvived him but this 
lady, and his eldeft fon, afterwards Sir George Bidulph. The 
family eftate was not very confiderable; and Mifs- Bidulph’s 
portion was but four thoufand pounds; a fortune however at 
that time not quite contemptible: it was in the beginning of 
queen Ann’s reign. 


« Lady Bidulph was a woman of plain fenfe, but exemplary 
piety ; the ftriétnefs of her notions (highly commendable in 
themfelves) now and then gave a tincture of feverity to her ac- 
tions, though fhe was ever efteemed a truly good woman. 


‘ She had educated her daughter, who. was one of the greateft 
beauties of her time, in the ftri@eft principles of virtue; from 
which fhe never deviated, through the courfe of an innocent, 
though unhappy life. 3 


* Sir George Bidulph was nine or ten years older than his 
fifter. He was aman of good underftanding, moral as to his 
general conduét, but void of any of thofe refined fentiments, 
which conititute what is called defcaty. Pride is fometimes'ac- 
counted laudable ; that which Sir George pofleffed (for he had 
pride) was not of this kind. 


‘ He was of a weakly conftitution, and had been ordered by 
the phyficians to Spa for the recovery of a lingering diforder, 
which he had laboured under for fome time. 1t was juft on his 
return to England that the bufy fcene of his fifter’s life open- 
ed. An intimate friend of hers, of her own fex, to whom fhe 
revealed all the fecrets of her heart, happened at this juncture 
to'go abroad, and it was for her perufa}] only the:following 
journal was intended. ‘That friend has carefully preferved it, 
as fhe thinks it may ferve for an example to prove, that ‘neither 
prudence, forefight, nor even the beft difpofition that the hu- 
man heart is capable of, are of themfelves fufficient to.defend 


us againit the inevitable ry that fometimes are allotted, ome 
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to the beft. The race is wot to amy nop the battle co the 


ftrong.’ Sueh is the introdu€tion to Mifs Bidulph’s journal. 


Sir George Bidulph had in his travels contragted am iutiniacy 
with Mr. Faulkland, a young gentleman of fortene, antiable, 
accomplifhed, handfome in his perfon, generous in ‘his fenti- 
ments, and liberal in all his conduct. Between his fitter and 
his friend he meditated an alliance, and accordingly mentioned 
the Aubje& jocofely to his mother and the young lady, on bis 
firt vifit after his return to England. A flight diforder in his 
wrift had carried Mr. Faulkland,to Bath : his ftay was longer 
than at firft intended, and Mifs Bidulph grew Hipanent to fee 
the gentleman defcribed in fuch amiable colours by her bro- 
ther, whom fhe had reafon to expeét as hér lover; for Mr. 
Faulkland was no lefs inflamed with the pi€ture drawn by Sir 
George of his fifter. Aft laft Ke arrives ih London, is intro- 
duced to the mother and fifter, gains their efteem, and obtains 
lady Bidulph’s confent to pay his addreffes to her daughter. 
‘The teauty, the foftnefs, the exquifite delicacy and'good fenfe 
of Mifs Bidulph, foon make an intire conqueft of Mr, Faulk- 
land : fettlements are adjufted, and the day appointed ‘for their 
nuptials. A thoufand little intermediate cireumftances endear- 
ed the lovers to each other ; but while they were felicitating 
themfelves with the happy profpect of an infeparable union, an 
accident occurred which broke all their inchanting hopes, and 
laid the foundation of that train of misfortune that fucceeded. 


Mr. Faulkland had for fome mifdemeanor difcharged a footy 
man, who, in revenge, wrote the following letter to Milfs Bi- 
dulph : 

‘«-Madam, 

«I hear you are foon to be married to Mr. Faulkland; but 

as I think ita great. pity that-fo virtuous a young lady thould 
be thrown away, this 1 is to inform. you, that he does ‘not de- 
ferve you. : 

‘ The inclofed letter, wrote to him by a fine and beautifil 
young lady that he decoyed, fhews you how falfe he is. When 
you tax him -with it, he will know from whence you got are 
information ;: but let-him deny it if ‘he can. 


l am, madam, i 
Your unknown friend, and humble fervant,” a 


Inclofed was the following letter to Mr. Faulkland, wiitten 
in a pretty female hand, and rhe date recent : 


‘Oh! Mr. Favlkland, T aim thé ‘moft uedliewsniate’ woman m 


the world:! Fatal have’ jou ‘been to Sees andl am’ undone for 
ever 
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ever was in hopes our mutual fault might have 
been concealed ; for while we. ftaid at Bath, I kept my aunt 
intirely ignorant of what paffed between us, though the often 
prefled me to confefs the truth ; but it can now no longer be 
concealed. I am but too fenfibly reminded of the unhappy 
confequences ‘of ' my own weaknefs, and your ungovérned 
(would I could call it) love. I never meant to trouble you 
with complaints; but my prefent condition calls loudly for 
your compaffion. Are you'then really going to be married? 
There wants but this to complete my deftruétion ! Oh! Sir, 
before it is too late, take pity on me! [ dare not continue in 
the houfe with my uncle much longer. My aunt fays, that, 
when my affliGtion becomes fo confpicuous as not to be any 
longer hid, ‘flte will form a pretence, on account of my health, 
for me to be abfent for fome months, under colour of going to 
Bath, or to London, for better advice than I can have 
here. But what will this avail me? I have no relations, no 
friends, nor acquaintance, that I can truft with the fecret of 
my miferable fituation. ‘Fo whom then can I fly, but to you, 
the caufe of all my forrow ? I befeech you, for heaven’s fake, 
write to me, and tell me, if indeed you are going to give your- 
felf away for ever ! If you are, your intended bride, perhaps, 
may have no other advantage of me, but what you in an evil 
hour deprived me of. Write to me, dear, though cruel as you 
are; and think of fome place of refuge for your unhappy _ 

| A. B.’ 


As Mifs Bidulph was confined by a fevereindifpofition at the 
time thefe letters arrived, they fell into the hands of her mo- 
ther, who immediately altered- her opinion of Mr. Faulkland, 
regarded hig; now as a ptofligate, forbid the continuance of 
his addreffes, refufed to admit his juftification, banifhed him 
from her. family, and highly offended her fon Sir George, who 
warmly éfpoufed the intereft of his friend. The young lady, 
on her recovery, adopted the fentiments of her mother ; and 
though Mr,.Faulkland was cleared of any premeditated defign 
upon the honour of the lady, who: poured forth her lamenta~ 
tions in the melancholy ftrain we have recited, yet fuch was 
the delicacy of Mifs Bidulph’s fentiments, and the ftri& pro- 
bity of lady Bidulph, that they perfuaded themfelves Mr, Faulk- 
land could nat, without the moft flagrant injuftice, give his 
hand to another lady. It required the utmoft fortitude in 
Mifs Bidulph-to bring herfelf to this refolution : fhe was deeply 
fenfible of the merit of the heart fhe refufed, but fhe deter- 
mined to. a agreeable to the dignity of her own fentiments, 
and the diétates of filial duty, her mother being now as averfe, 


as before fhe was forward in promoting the intended union 
O 3 Bot 
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Both infifted, that the only géparation to the unhappy lady, 
in Mr. Faulkland’s power, wag'marriage ; but that gentleman’s 


honour would never fuffer him to-think of ‘offering her his hand, 
while Mifs Bidulph wholly poffeffed his affections.. 


‘To fubdue his paffion, and divert the chagrin of difappoint- 
ment, Mr. Faulkland refolved to.travel, after having in vain 
tried every expedient to conquer the prejudices of lady and Mifs 
Bidulph. Before he quitted the “kingdom-he left a letter with 
Sir George, to be delivered to his mother. This he prefented ; 
but all his remonftrances could not prevail on the old lady to 
perufe it, as fhe imagined it contained only a renewal of Mr. 
Faulkland’s folicitations. She. ‘carelefly laid it by among other 
papers, and fet out with her daughter upon a‘vifit to lady 
Grimftone, an old lady, refiding at fome diftance from Lon- 
don. Here they commenced an acquaintance wis Mr. Ar- 
nold, a young gentleman of fortune and aes ient to 
encourage him to pay his addreffés to Mifs idulph, and fup- 
plant at leaft, in lady Bidulph’s efteem, the generous and faith- 
ful Faulkland. Lady Grimftone’s influence was confiderable 
with lady Bidulph, and her will regarded as a law by Mifs Bi- 
dulph. Both ftrenuoufly efpoufed the pretenfions of Mr. Ar- 
nold; and Mifs Bidulph, out of pure obedience.to her mother, 
and rather from paffive efteem than -any real affeétion, con- 
fented to change her virgin name for that of Arnold. .. The af- 
fiduity, the ardent affeétion, and the irreproachable conduct of 
her hufband, foon improved efteem into real love, fhe became 
the parent of two daughters, beautiful as the-mother, and had 
before her eyes the moit pleafing profpeé of connubial felicity. 
Sir George, however, was never reconciled-to this marriage; 
and always warmly refented his mother aad fifter’s condu& to 
his intimate deferving friend Mr. Faulkland. 


The firft alloy to the happinefs of our heroine and her huf- 
band, proceeded from a report, that the widow of Mr. Arnold’s 
elder brother was with child, and that fhe menaced commencing 
a fuit in chancery in behalf of the expected infant. The rumour 
gave little uneafinefs for fome time, as the widow’s character 
was notorioufly bad, and fhe had been feparated fo long from 
her late hufband, as to make the infant unqueftionably illegi- 
timate : at length, however, a child was born, and a profecu- 
tion actually begun for recovering the eftate. While this affair 
was depending, and Mr, Arnold fully perfuaded that the iffue 


would be favourable, he removed, with his family, to a plea- 
fant feat he poflefled in Kent, in the neighbourhood of lord V. 
and feveral other agreeable families. Here Mrs. Arnold con- 
tracted a friendfhip with the amiable lady V. and an intimate 


acquaintauce with Mrs, Gerrarde, whofe viyacity, fpecious 
_ Wit, 
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wit, and genteel carriage, recommended her ftrongly. During 
their refidence at Southpark, Mr. Faulkland returned to Eng- 
land, made a vifit to lord V. and there met with Mr. and: Mrs. 
Arnold ; but ftudioufly avoided renewing his acquaintance with 
the lady, to prevent giving uneafinefs to her hufband. Sud- 
denly Mr. Arnold’s conduét became cold, referved, and. indif- 
ferent. He, whofe principal delight-till now confifted in do- 
meftic employments, and difcharging every duty of an affec- 
tionate hufband and tender parent, fpent his evenings abroad, 
and, when at home, appeared fullen and ill-humoured. Mrs. 
Arnold could not account for this change of difpofition, other- 
wife than by attributing it to -the vicinity of Mr. Faulkland, 
who, as he had once poffeffed a Plags tn her affe€tions, he might 
imagine ftill enjoyed fome thare of her efteem. Hitherto the 
had, from motives of delicacy, concealed from her hufband 
that gentleman’s prior addrefs; and now fhe reproached her 
own condw@, from.ag apprehenfion that he hadbeen informed: 
of that cifcumftance from fome other perfon. “Though thefe 
fufpicions were not without foundation, they fell ihort of the 
whole truth. Mr. Arnold was captivated by the infinuating 
arts of Mrs, Gerrarde, and was actually engaged in an in- 
trigue with that defigning woman, to the ruin of himfelf, his: 
innocent infants, and his amiable faithful wife. Not fatisfied 
with eftranging his affections, the artful Mrs. Gerrarde infufed 
the poifon of jealoufy into Mr. Arnold’s mind, and, by a fuc- 
cefsful ftratagem, produced a meeting between Mrs. Arnold and 
Mr. Faulkland at her houfe, where they were furprized by the 
hufband. Matters were contrived to give this accidental inter- 
view all the appearances of an appointment ; Mr. Arnold’ 
took fire at the fuppofed difhonour of his wife, ordered her im- 
mediately to quit his houfe, and allowed her a feparate main- 


tenance, 


However confcious Mrs. Arnold was of her own innocence, 
fhe fenfibly felt the difgrace. Her misfortune was aggravated 
by the difcovery of Mr. Arnold’s perfidy, who had lavifhed his, 
fortune in fupporting the extravagance, and gratifying the ra- 
pacity of Mrs. Gerrarde ; yet fhe nobly refolved, only to re- 
buke him by her filent fuffering, and, even as far as it was 
poffible, to fkreen his character from cenfure. In this ftate of 
mind fhe took fhelter with her mother lady Bidulph, where fhe 
bad not long refided, before the law-fuit was determined 
againft Mr. Arnold, by which he was deprived of gool. per 
ann. out of 12001. the remainder being infufficient for the 
payment of large debts contraéted on account of Mrs, Ger- 


tarde, 


O,4 ‘A ftrata- 
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A ftratagem contrived by the generous Faulklahd’ opened 
the eyes of the infatuated Mr. Arnold, produeed a ili 
tion, and reftored their former felicity to this unfortunate pair. 
That gentleman, though cut off from all his hopes.of poffeff 
ing the beloved of his foul, by Mr. Arnold, yet determined to. 
fave his rival from deftra@ion, with a view of promoting the 
happiuefs ef Mrs, Arnold, for whom he ftill entertained the 
deepeft fentiments of efteem, and the feelings of the. puretk 
and moft delicate paffion. For this purpofe he planned the 
means of conveying Mrs. Gerrarde out of the reach of Mr. 
Arnold, and purfyading her to write a letter with her own 
hand, difclofing to that unhappy gentleman all the meafures the 
had ufed, to raife his fufpicions of his wife, and infuence hig 
mind with jealoufy of an intrigue between Mrs. Arnold and 
Mr. Faulkland. Awaked, as from a dream, by Mass. Ger- 
rarde’s elopement and confeflion, Mr. Arnold was tora withthe 
keeneft pangs of remorfe.. His own guilt, and his;wife’sinnoe 
cence, recurred with redoubled force upon his mind ; he ap- 
plied to lord and lady V. to, effe& a recongiliation-; but defore 
they made any advances to forward his requeft, he became a 
bankrupt and beggar, in confequence of the verdit we-have 
mentioued. Misfortune, however, ferved only te endear-him to 
Mrs. Arnold« by means of lord and lady V.-they wete-happily 
reconciled, all their effeéts were fold for the payment of debtsy 
and lord V. was the purchafer, in order to vender their cireum~ 
ftances Iefs preflmg, by being himfelf the fole creditor. Only 
fifty pounds per aun. now remained; to which lady Bidulph 
added two hundred out of her own jointure, With this flen- 
der and precarious income they retired to Sidney-caftle, the 
manfion-houfe of the Bidulph family, where the peniteice of 
Mr. Arnold, the duty, the affeion, and the unparalelled ami» 
able conduét of Mrs. Arnold, were produétive of the moft fo- 
lid felicity, until the death of lord V. when the ungeénerous 
ufage of liis'fon obliged Mr. Arnold to fell the only remaining 
part of his wife’s fettlement; and the accidental and fudden death 
of Mr. Arnold, in confequence of a fall from his horfe, again 
involved His lady in the ftharpeft afffiction. 


It is now time to look back, in order to intfoduce a lady. to 
the reader’s acquaintance, who was the remote caufe of all Mrs, 
Arnold’s misfortunes, in her virgin, her married, and widowed 
condition. While Mr. Faulkland refided at Bath, previous te 
his acquaintance with Mifs Bidulph,. he was artfully furprifed 
by a ftratagem of Mrs. Gerrarde, into an illicit commerce 
with her niece, Mifs Burchel, a young lady of an aprecable 
perfon, genteel education, and apparent innocence. The fruits 

' of 
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ef this intercourfe foon became fo vifible, that to-conteal her 
difhonour, Mifs Burchel was forced to retire from Bath into a 
privacy provided for her by Mr. Faulkland. It was this young 
lady’s epiftle the difcharged footman had fent to Mis Bidulpb, 
which occafioned the rupture of the defigned union between 
her and.Mr. Fauikland. As it breathed all the fentiments of 
the moft tender affeGtion for Mr. Faulkland, and keeneft com 

tion for loit innocence and feduced virtue, this letter pow, 


y recommended the unfortanate fair one to the compaffioa 


of lady Bidulph, and her geserous daughter, They exerted their 
utmoft endeavours to prevail on Mr. Faulkland to do her juftice, 
and retrieve her character by marriage ; but he had now fixed 
his affections unalterably on Mifs Bidulph, and, difappointed im 
his expectations of felicity with: her, determined to live fingle. 


We have mentioned his travelling to efface the chagrin of | 
blighted:hopes. Before his departure, heftrongly recommended | 


Mifs Burchel to the countenance of lady Bidulph, and left the 
vindication of his charaéter to that young lady’s own teftimony, 
The yifit to lady Grimftone was. made before Mifs Burchel -ar- 
tived in London. Afterwards Mifs Bidulph became Mrs. Are 
nold; and it now was. a matter of indifference, whether 
Fapikiend appeared guilty or innocegt, with refpect to'the in- 
trigue,. which had broke of his connections with the Bidulph 
family; No enquiry therefore was made after Mifs Burchel, 
until lady Bidulph returned to London after the marriege of 
her:daughter to Mr. Arnold, when fhe refolved to oratily her 
curiofity, and perform her promife to Mr. Faulkland of vifiting 
that. young ladys The graceful appearance, the affected mo- 
defty, the tender expreffions of th the ftrongeft paffion for Mr. 
Faulkland, and the. moft infinuating manner of Mifs Burehel, 
foon fecured the friendthip of the good lady Bidulph, and Te- 
tained her-a ftrenuous advocate with Mr. Faulkland. 


In this train ftood affairs at the death of Mr. Arnold, which 
brought his widow to London, where fhe was introduced by her 
mother to Mifs Burchel. Mr. Faulkland now renewed his ad- 
dreffes to Mrs. Arnold, and proved, by the conftanoy 4? his 
paffion, the fincerity of his firft propofals ; but now m Mie Baus 
chel had fo engaged her efteem and compaffion, that the had 
promifed to become her advocate with Mr. Faulkland, ge” to 
exert her utmoft influence to perfuade him to do her juftice, 
though with the utmoft violence to her own affeétions. What 
heightens the generofity of Mrs. Arnold is, that the had al- 
ways cfteemed the noble qualities of Faulkland. His behaviour 
with réefpect to Mrs. Gerrarde, the delicacy of his fentimen mage 
and the difintereftednefs of his condu& on that occafion, 
her noroom to doubt of his paflion and merit, She was now 

reduced, 
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reduced, with two children, to the precarious fupport of an 
aged infirm mother, whofe whole fubfiftence expired with her. 
She had incurred the difpleafure of hér brother Sir George, by 
her firft rejeting Mr. Faulkland’s fuit, and accepting the hand 
of Mr. Arnold : her now perfifting.in the fame opinion, cut 
her off from all hopes of afiiftance-from that quarter; yet fhe 
refolved to purfue the dictates of her confcience, and fulfil her 
promife to Mifs Burchel, in defpite of love, the terrors of po- 
verty, the folicitations of her brother, and of Mr. Faulkland; 
who urged, with all the arguments fuggefted by the moft violent 
paffion, for teave to lay his whole fortune ‘at her feet. So ef- 
fectually and fatally did the plead the caufe of this young lady, 
in a feries of letters to Mr. Faulkland, that we fee his final re- 
folution in the following letter : | 


| 


You way born to conquer, madam’; what is there that 
you cannot effect ? My heart was made for you, and you can 
mould it as you pleafe. Enjoy your triimph, if it be one. I 
will receive Mifs Burchel as your gift; and fince I cannot eb- 
tain your love, I will at leaft compel your efteem. Why thould 
your sarang your compafhon for ar’ unhappy lady, to.whom 

u have no obligation, exceed thatof aman who owns him- 

f bound to her in gratitude? I with I could repay her the 
debt of love I owe her, but I will try to repair my fault here- 
after: arid in her gentle bofom perhaps I may recover that 
peace, to which I fiave been folong:a ftranger.’ She will for- 
give the waywardnefs of a heartfwhich never difguifed its an- 
guifh to her ; and which fhe-knows has been torn by a: fatal. 
paffion, that, like @ crue! difeafe, was-not either to be refifted 
or fabdued. But thanks to you, madam, I think I begin to 
fee} my cure approaching. Mifs Burchel’s tendernefs will finith 
what you have begun. You fhall never reproach me more; if 
Iever had an intereft in your heart, I will not forfeit it now, 
but make that proud heart acknowledge, ‘fpite of itfelf, that 


Faulkland was not unworthy of it.” 


’ Not long after fhe had rejected the addrefs of the perfon the 

equally efteemed and loved, her mother lady Bidulph-died, by 
which our heroine is reduced to the moft extreme indigence 
and mifery, pining under the united preffure of poverty, ficknefs, 
and anguifh of mind. Jn this fituation fhe is found out by a 
coufin, who having amafied a vaft fortune abroad, determined 
‘to leave the whole among fuch of his relations as were deferv- 
ing. The trial which he made of their difpofitions proved 
fortunate to Mrs. Arnold. He went to beg charity of Sir George 
Bidulph, and was received with fo much ftate and infolence by 


him and his jady, that he came away difgufted, marking them 
- as 
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kis unworthy of his favours, ‘The fame experiment he made dn 
Mrs. Arnold; but how different ‘was his -reception? She dif: 

played. the utmoft _affability. and generofity, offering to thare | 
with him the pittance arifing from her own: induftry ; upon 
which he declares his real circumftances, furnifhes a.magnifi- 
cent houfe for her refidence, fettles 3000 1. a year for her pre- 
fent maintenance, and.conftitutes her his fole executrix, . ; 


Still, however, fhe was ‘perfecuted by her’ evil. Sorts 
While Mrs. Arnold was’ exciting every act.of benevolence; and 
employing her affluence in relieving indigence, 
tears from the eyes of the widow and orphan, f 
with a note from Mr. Faulkland, defiring” 
upon her at fix in the evening ; and that his arrival in’ 
might be kept a profound fecret. “As fhe imagined Mr. Faulk | 
land was at this time with his lady in Ireland, the could not dew 

avife the meaning of his note, his fudden arrival in London, and’ 


the required fecrecy ; but this myftery was foon explained, 


aut Precifely at fix o'clock, (lays Mrs. Arnold i in her journal), 
1 heard a coach ftop at the door ; Patty was in the way to re-. 
ceive him, and prefently, Mr, Faulkland himfelf <a the | 
drawing- room. Diftraétion was in his looks! I'rofe 

ceive him, but fhook from head to foot ; and I felt the 
forfaking my face. He ran to me, as if with a defign to te 
me, wy {tarted back without making the offer. Imadéa 

tion to a chair for him, and fat down myfelf, .for 1 was notable 
to ftand. You are welcome to England, Sir, I am glad to fee 
you--sfcarce knowing what | faid. I hope your lady i is well ?. 
He looked wildly as if in horror atthe queftion. ‘Then fud- 
denly catching both my harids, he: fell on his.knees before me, 
his eyes fixed mournfully on my face, and it was one time 
before he could anfwer. ) . i 


I could not {peak ; I burft into tears :---there was fome- 
thing dreadful in his filence. He kiffed both my hands, but I 


withdrew them from him. Sir, Sir, fpeak I conjure you. You 
fhock me to death! Ifee I have, faid he, andI am afraid to 


proceed : you will die at the relation. For God’s ake, Sir, 
explain yourfelf.— 4 


* You fee a man, faid he, whofe life is forfeited to the in 





| My wife is dead—and by my hand— 


‘ I don’t know whether he faid more, for’ I fainted away. It 
feems he did not call for any help, but by his own endeavours 
at laft brought me to myfelf, and I found him weeping bit- 


terly over me, 


¢ The 
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_ € The found of the la& herricwords I had heard him fpeak, 
ftill rung in my cars. I begged himto explaiathem, ~ 
' © That wife, faid he, that woman ‘whom ‘yor perfiraded ime 
to marry, Icaught in attultery, ‘aid ¥ ‘punithed the villain that 
wronged me with death. She fhared im his‘fate, though with/ 
out my intending it.: For this a& of juice, which the law 
will deem murder, } myfelf muft dié,° and I am ¢ome but te 
take a laft look. What récompence then can you ‘make 
the: man, whom a0 have brought te makery, fhame, and 
death ? 

His looks, and fig tone of voice with which He fpoke this, 
made my blood run cold, and my heart die within me. 


« | wrung my hands, and redoubling. my tears, I do-not 
need your reproaches, faid I, to make me the mott miferable 
woman on earth— What recompence indeed caxI make you ?— 


Nong, none, but to tell youthat if you will fly this inftant, my 
fortune fhall be at your difpofal, and I will take care to fupply 


you in what part {oéver of the world you fhall chofe for your 
refidence. 


* And can you after all that j is. paft, faid he, perfift in fuck 
harbarity, as to drive me from you? or are you determined 6 
fee,me perith here? if that be fo, I will foon rid you of this 
miforable hated wretch. 

- € He drew his fword like a madman, and with a dreadful 
imprecation, which made me fhuidder, fwore that if I didinet 
that minute, promife. ‘to bear him company in his flight, he 
would plunge it inte his breaft, and die before my eyes+~Goad 
God, what a feene of horror was this! dwill,I will, I cried. £ 
will go with you to the fartheft vergeof the carth. I eatehed 
his arm, fell down on my at and was more mad, if pofii- 
ble, than himéelf. 

* I begged of hiin to put up His {ward,\which he did, fusion 
me almoft dead with fear. You know, faid he, the means of 
dying are always in my own power ; séke care.you do not trifle 
with me, nor plead in excufe for-falfifying your promife, that 
you made it to fave me from immediate deftrudtion, _. . ' 


‘¢ befeeched him to — —_— ailittle, and.to permit me 
to fend for my brother. wat know has an intire 
affection for you, faid-I, “ oa truft him with your life and 
fafety. 

« [had forgot him, faid he; poor Bidulph ! he will be af- 
flitted when he hears my ftory, 


‘I inftantly 
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‘ Hinftantly wrote a line to my brother, requeftingitofeaihim 


immediately. a was at oe and cametp 
me direGily.’ cmod 

After a pathetic deteription of hie ba Hts of Faulkland’s 
mind, which in fome meafure difturbs his intelle&s, Mre. Ar- 


nold is prevailed on, by the influence of her kinfman, her bro- 
ther, and the pafftonate remonftrances ‘of the - unforturate 
Faulkland : fhe confents to their nuptidls ; immediately after 
which ‘he embarks for Holland, to wait the iflue of an applica- 


tion of his. friendsfor pardom. Mrs: Faulkland was to fol- — 


Jow ;. but before her. departure, a letter from:Ireland diredted 
to Mr. Faulkland:arsived; by which it appeared that his wife 
had only fainted at the difcharge of the:piftol, which killed-her 
gallant. Hence arofe a freth ftream of affliftion : the was jut 
married to the man fhe leved, whoit iow appears had another 
wife living.—In the middle of this interefting fcene the journal 
breaks off ; but we are toldina fupplement, that Mrs. Aradid 
bore her fate with undaunted: heroifm, and the moft perfe& re- 
fignation to the will of Providence. She wrote a letter of con- 
dolance to Mr. Fauiknér, and endeavoured, by all the argu 
ments in her power, to erable him to fupport this laft’druél 
ftroke of fortune. We know nothing further, than that Me. 
Faulkland was found dead in his bed, without any marké of 
violence. Mrs. Arnold retired to the country, where the em 
ployed her whole time in the education of her daughters. Slie 
is left fole exedutrix to Mr. Warner; ‘ but, gracious heaven t 
how infcrutable are thy ways! Her affluent fortune, the very 
circumftance which feemed to promife her, in the eve of life, 
fome compenfation for the miferies fhe had endured in herearly 
days, now proved the foutce of new and dreadful calamities te 
her, which, by involving the unhappy daughters of an un- 
happy mother in fcenes of the mot oe quifite diftrefs, cut off 
from her even the laft refotirce of hope 1 in this life, and rene 
dered the clofe of her hiftory fill more. 2: ....¢ 


Such are the outlines of a performance, all the finer touches 
-_ of which muft neceffarily be foft in an anialyfis, thatis here ex- 
hibited merely to flew the conftruétion of the fable.. All thé 
fituations are highly intérefting, becaufe the paffions are 7 
engaged in the fate‘of characters rendered fo eminently. 4 

ble, noble, and Heroic. The refleStiotis are equally juft and 
natural’; forne of the charatters are new, atid’all of them.adnii- 
rably fa@ained. Not @ fingle: impropriety of thought or ex- 
preffion occurs in the coutfe of three #oluineés ;' but the whole 
flows eafy, chafte; natutal, fimple, and! Weporid’ meafure: affeat- 


ing and pathetic, - Ta a ‘word, as'we per tag bagheate > x 


. 


vw 
‘ 
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stom of the genius, delicacy, and good fenfe of Mrs. S———+—, 
we cannot but with fhe may continue to exert thofe talents, 
honourabie to herfelf, fo ufeful, fo entertaining to fociety, and 
particularly fo beneficial to the republic of letters. . 





ED 


Art. III. Sermons on Public Occafions. By Charles Bulkley, 
' Sve. Pr. 4s. Noon. 


ERMONS on pubic occafions feldom contain any thing 

but a little frothy declamation, a general fatire on the 
vices of the age, fome new political tenets aukwardly exprefied, 
or fome fulfome panegyric on kings and minifters.. As foon as 
a faft or thankfgiving is appointed, every puny whipiter in di- 
vinity thumbs his concordance for a text appofite to this occa- 
fion ; looks over his political creed, and, in a few days, comes 
out witha flaming fermon, printed at the earneft requeft of thofe 
who heard it,“ which, like a cracker juft let off, bounces a little 
time from hand to hand, and then is feen or heard of no more, 
unlefs you chance to meet with it at the paftry-cooks, or fee it 
fluttering in the wind for a penny at the philobiblian’s. Mr, 
Bulkley’s fermons, however, are of a very different nature ; for 
befides their immediate and judicious-application to the times 
and occafions which produced them, they abound in falutary 
admonitions, with regard to our religious and moral .conduét, 
that may be ferviceable to us at all feafons; are written witha 
true {pirit of piety, in a clear and animated ftile, without any 
affectation or enthufiafm. 


The volume contains fifteen fermons, which we will venture 
to afflure our readers will give them great pleafure in the peru- 
fal. The following fhort extra& will give them fome idea of 
our author’s merit: it is taken from the ninth fermon on the 
love of our country. In treating this fubjeé&, he firft lays 
before his hearers fome obfervations relating to the nature and 
importance of this affettion ; fecondly, confiders what influ- 
ence it ought to have upon our conduct.and behaviour.’ With 
regard to the firft, he very judicioufly obferves, that ‘ we ought 
to be careful in diftinguifhing the truly generous and exalted 
affection from fome other paffions of a very different nature 5 
which, when the real love of our countrie is upon the decline, 
are apt to fubftitute themfelves in the room of it. They aflume 
its name. And they may indeed be properly confidered as per- 
verfions and deprivations of the original and juft affection it- 
felf. Such, for. inftance, is national pride and vanitie. This, 
like the pride of individuals, gives,us fuch a high conceit of 
our national genius, and accomplifhments, of our national 
tafte and manners, ftrength and power, as muft needs prove a 

very 
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very great obftru€ion to the firmer eftablifhment ‘and farther 
progrefs of our profperitie and honor a$ a pedple. It muft he 
owned indeed, and it ought to be owned with the warmeft gra- 
titude to the fovereign and moft gracious providence of God ; 
that we are a people eminently diftinguifhed by the poffeffion of 
thofe invaluable privileges, for which fo many other nations 
and kingdoms of the world can only with, with fearce a poffi- 
bilitie, according to all prefent appearances, of being ever fa- 
vored with the aétual enjoyment of them. But, as in the cafe 
of particular perfons and characters, there are none fo im- 
proved, as not to admit of higher degrees of perfection ; f 
whatever be the advantages, privileges and honors, which, as 
a public communitie, we enjoy, we cannot, but in nature and 
reafon fuppofe them capable of being {till farther extended, ag 
well as more completely and firmly fecured. And the opinion, 
‘which fome, it is to be feared, are too apt to entertain, of its 
being abfolutely impoffible, that any addition can be made to 
our national happinefs, or that any thing is to be done towards 
rendering it more firm and lafting, can, with but little con- 
fiftencie, be thought to procede, from a juft and well-regulated 
fenfe of the worth and importance of our common privileges. 
This would naturally create a continued defire of rendering 
them as complete, as folid, and as extenfive, as the neceffary 
imperfeétion attending all human affairs will any way admit of. 
To what then can it be imputed, but to that national pride and 
vanity, which totally excludes thought and confideration, and 
leads us to ground our apprehenfions concerning the happinefs 
and honor of our nation, not upon any deliberate refle&tion on 
thofe ineftimable privileges, of which we are‘really and in fat 
poffeffed ; but upon mere imagination and prefumption, which 
are always extravagant and boundlefs ? I utterly difclaim and 
abhor the thought of fuggefting any thing, with a defign ta 
encourage that fpirit of diffatisfaction, murmuring, and difcon- 
tent, which in a nation bleffed and honoured like ours, is not 
only offering the higheft indignity to our conftitution and'go- 
vernment, but likewife the moft difingenuous and ungrateful 
affront to the providence of the Almightie. But ftill it amuft be 
confeffed, that there is a natural medium between this repinin 
and ungrateful fpirit, and the vain and arrogant conceit oF 
our having already obtained to the perfettion of our dig- 
nitie and happinefs as a people. This latter muft not only 
be a fatal impediment to the progrefs and advancement of our 
public welfare; but has likewife the moft unhappy tendencie to 
lull us into a fupine and indolent fecurity, to throw us into a 
ftate of utter inattention and unconcern about a commozs in- 
tereft,: and on all thefe accounts to render that high degree of 
happinefs, which we aQtually do paffefs, precarious, and expofe 
it 
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it to the utmoft danger. The medium, therefore, which I haye 
hinted at, muft needs be that, which a fincere and uncorrupted 
love of our countrie will of itflf, fhunning thefe extremes, 
naturally dictate and produce. And, fhould it once come to 
charaéterife our public manners, the moft important and happy 
effe&ts may juftly be expected from it.’ | 


This is talking like a cool, difpaflionate, fenfible preacher, 
who appeals not to the paffions, like our ranting hypocritical 
roarers at the tabernacle, but tothe underftanding of his audi- 
tors. What he obferves with regard to the fecond confidera- 
tion, namely, what influence a fpirit of true patriotifm, gene- 
rally prevailing among us, would have upon our temper and 
actions, is equally juft and pertinent. 


¢ The fincere loye of our countrie (fays he) will naturally ex- 
prefs itfelf by keeping up a ftri&t regard, in our own condu& 
and behavior, to the beft and pureft maxims of religion and 
virtue. It will ftrongly induce us to cultivate that fpirit of de- 
votion and pietie towards the great, the good, the infinitely 
merciful creator of the univerfe ; which will naturally produce 
the higheft and the fecureft principles of fortitude aud magna- 
nimitie in adhering to truth, equitie, juftice, and honor, amidft 
all the poffible temptations and fnares of life. It will put us 
upon continually endevoring to warm and animate our hearts, 
with the moit tender and endearing concern for every in- 
dividual of our race ; more efpecially for thofe, with whom we 
are conneéted by the ties of natural relation or civil commeree, 
and for fuch, whofe probity and virtue cannot fail of recom- 
mending them to the peculiar efteem of all, who are themfelyes 
poffeffed of the like honorable and worthy principles. It will 
engage us to form the moft determinate refolutions againft that 
luxurie, pomp, and pride of life, which are the almoft certain 
bane of integritie, and corrupters of every honeft and gene- 
rous affeétion. It will be continually prompting us to farnith our 
own minds with juft and proper ideas of the unalienable rights 
and liberties of mankind, and of all the great, fundamental, 
and interefting truths of religion, to be delighting, and folacing 
our own hearts with the contemplation of them; and to_hbe 
exerting ourfelves, to the utmoft of our power, in endeyoriig 
to promote the knowledge and love of them among others. 
And, when the love of our countrie is thus confpiring with all 
the other friendly and focial paffions of our nature, with the 
powerful principles and fentiments of religion, with the glo- 
rious hope of immortalitie, with the fublime and elevated am- 
bition of becoming the objeéts of the divine favor and compla- 
cencie, what happie effe&s may not reafonably be expected 


from it? what fecuritie and eftablifhment would it moft cer- 
tainly 
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tainly give to the tranquilitie,. peace, and honor of our nation? — 
But on the other hand, if we abandon ourfelves to impietie and 
vanitie of every kind ; if we care not to have out little trifling 
amufements diftarbed by the thoaght of our dutie, and by con- — 
fidering and deliberately weighing, what it is, that our own 

happinefs, our countrie, and our God, require of us and call 

for at our hands ; if we have not a-gréater abhorrence, than we 

at prefent feeth to have, and deteftation of public vices’; if we 

continue to’countemance and ize for them : if, in parti- 

cular, we can allow ourfelves in abetting that molt pernicious 

of all maxims, that public affairs cannot be tranfacted without 
corruption and iniquitie, which is by one effe&tual blow ftriking 

at the very ‘root’ of all reformation; if we? remain ftupidly 

unaffected with ‘the: thought of that dreadful-torrent and 

growing deluge ‘of wickednefs, with which we are on every 

fide furrounded, we have the natural progrefs of vice and 

iniquitie, we‘ have the fate of nations from the earlieft to 

the prefent tinies, pronouncing our doom, and foretelling our 
ruin.’ | i 


We would recommend the whole volume of Mr. Bulkley’s 
Difcourfes, and - this fermon in particular, to the clectors of 
Great Britain at the prefent important juncture, when the 
love of our country is fo immediately neceffary towards the 
making a proper choice of their repvefentatives in ‘the en- 
{uing parliament. 





oo. — 


Art. 1V. The Influence of the Paftoral Office on the Chara&er 

, examined; swith a View, efpecially, to Mr. Hume’s Reprefen- 
tation of the Spirit of that Office. A Sermon preached before 
the Synod of Aberdeen, at Aberdeen, April 8, 1760. By 
“Alexander Gerard, M. A... Profefor of Divinity in the Ma- 

_ rifchal Cellege. Publifoed by Defire of the Synod, 8v0. Pr. 15. 
Mular. | | 


MONGST the few eminent writers who have figured 

in the learned world within the laft half centuty, we 

have fcarce one more diftinguifhed by extraordinary abilities 
than Mr. Hume (we mean the hiftorian:) we cannot, however, 
but be of opinion, that an author fo fond of novelty and 
paradox, and fo able to defend a bad caufe with fpecious ar- 
guments, fhould be read with the utmoit caution, though, as the 
author of the fermon before us very juftly obferves, ‘his infi- 
delity will probably rob him of fome part of the attention “and 
Vox. XI. March 1761, P regard, 
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regard, which his philofophical genius and tafte ‘would have 
otherwife commanded from the curious and intelligent.’ 


The illiberal and ungenerous attack which Mr. Hume fome. 
time fince made on the whole body of the clergy, induced the 
writer of this fermon to rife up in vindication of the facred or- 
der to which he belongs, to deteét the fallacy of his arguments, 
and to convince every impartial reader, that what Mr. Hume 
advanced on this head could never be founded on reafon or 
truth. The performance is fenfible, fpirited, and throughout 
one of the moft excellent difcourfes we remember to have met 
with : Mr. Gerard treats his adverfary with cool and difpaf- 
fionate candor, confutes him without anger, and conquers him 
without triumph; a method not fo often made ufe of as we 
could with in difputes of this kind, efpecially where the firft 
blow is given with fo much feverity. Mr. Hume fays, in his 
Effay on National Charaéters (amongft many other equally fe- 
vere reflections on the clergy) that “ it is a trite but not alto- 
gether a falfe maxim, that priefts of all religions are the 
fame; and though the charaéter of the profeffion will not, in 
every inftance, prevail over the perfonal Cee, yet it is fure 
always to predominate with the greater number ;” that ‘“ cler- 
gymen are obliged to feign more devotion than they have, and 
promote the fpirit of fuperftition by a continued grimace and 
hypocrify :” that “ the ambition of the clergy, can only be fa- 
tisfied by promoting ignorance, fuperftition, and implicit faith, 
and pious frauds :” that ‘‘ the clergy have peculiar temptations 
to pride, felf-conceit, fpleen, raicour, and fury ;” and that, 
in fhort, ‘* many of the vices of human nature are, by fixed 
moral caufes, inflamed by the profeffion. Ail wife govern- 
ments, therefore (Mr. Hume modeftly hopes) will be upon 
their guard againft a fociety, who will for ever be a&tuated -by 
ambition, pride, and a perfecuting {pirit.” 

To this injurious reprefentation of the moral chara@er of 
the clergy, the fermon before us, containing no lefs than feventy 
pages, is a full, fatisfactory, and fpirited reply. Mr. Hume, 
we may obferve, attributes the vices of the clergy to the influ- 
ence of their profeffion, and by that means would undermine 
the credit of Chriftianity; in oppofition to which Mr. Gerard 
endeavors to prove, that the minifterial office, fo far from en- 
couraging or promoting vice, has an apparent tendency to 
form a good and virtuous charaéter : he enquires therefore, fr/, 
how far a tendency in the minifterial office (if any fuch there 
be) to form a charaéter expofed to the danger of becoming 
vicious, could. affeét either the credit of that office, or the ex- 
cellence of the chriftian religion : /econdly, whether that cha- 


raéter, which the minifterial office tends to form, be virtuous: ° 
or 
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« OY vicious on. the whole: and, thirdly, how far this offce has. 
really a tendency to produce, or to inflame thofe particular 
vices, which fome have reprefented as charaéteriftical of the 
order. | 


With regard to the fr?, he obferves, that the minifterial of- 
fice tends primarily to form and improve a virtuous cha- 
racter, though it may perhaps have a remote and /econdary ten- 
dency, to produce vicious difpofitions in thofe who relift its 
original impulfe :, thofe vices therefore are not to be charged on 
the office which {pring only from the abufe of it: if the ten- 
dency be but accidental, to urge it to the difadvantage of the 
office is to confound things totally diftin@, and thus to render 
a falfehood plaufible (a common method with Mr. Hume, in reli- 
gion, politics, and philofophy ;/) it is like hurting a man’s reputation 
by an infinuation which will very. probably be mifunderftood, 
and which could do no hurt except it were mifynderftood. It 
may be added, that there are peculiar circumftances in the mi- 
nifterial office, as well as in every other, which may give exer- 
cife to our virtues, and improve them ; but may likewife, as 
is indeed a neceflary.confequence, prove occafions of vice: to 
affert this is only to fay, that the minifters of the gofpel are in 
a ftate of probation and difcipline, in the fame fenfe as other 
men; but this furely can never derogate from the excellence 
of their office.‘ If the enemies of our order (Jays this fenfible 
writer) only prove that our office tends to form a charaéter, in 
which fome agreeable qualities are wanting, or even a character 
pofitively difagreeable in fome refpeéts; or if they prove, that 
fome circumftances in it may be perverted into occafions of vice, 
or that it prefents peculiar temptations, which it will require 
great caution to avoid complying with, they alledge nothing, 
which can juftly affect either the {pirit of our office, or the re- 
ligion, by which it is eftablifhed. If they can prove no more, 
they attack us with infufficient weapons ; we may expofe our 
bofoms to their pointlefs arrows, without receiving the flighteft 
hurt. They fhow their inclination to annoy us ; and the un- 
difcerning and the prejudiced may take it for granted, that 
they have given a mortal wound to religion and its minifters, 
But the candid and the confiderate will foon perceive that, ia 
order to accomplith their défign, they muft evince, that the 
original and prevailing tendency of our office is immoral, that 
fomething vicious is neceflary in order to promote its genuine 
end, and to difcharge its real duties.’ 


Our author then proceeds, /econdly, to enquire whether that cha- 
racter which the minifterial office tends to form, be virtuous or 
vicious on the whole. He afferts and proves, from the beft 
of arguments, daily and conitant experience, that the clergy 
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in general are, in faét, equal, nay, fuperior to other claflés of 
men in whatever deferves the name of moral virtue. .Men 
could never deem vice peculiarly atrocious in a clergyman, if 
he had not, from the very nature of his office peculiar advan. 
tages for being virtuous : a few {mall vices in him appear greater 
and more nunierous than many more vices in another ; thus, 
the very tendency of the office to promote virtue has led men 
firft to think miniftérs more vicious, incomparifon with others, 
than they really are; and next in confequence of this, to 
charge the office itfelf with a tendency to vice. But it is, more- 
over, as our author juftly remarks, the bufinefs of the clergy to 
initru&, to convince, to exhort, to intreat, to reprove, and to re- 
buke others ; have all thefe feveral offices no tendency to excite a 
man to that genuine virtue, which alone can keep his own heart 
from condemning him? Will the opinion of the world, which 
has an influence over all other men, have none on the minifters 
of the gofpel ? Can this confideration fail to operate power. 

fully on every man who is not totally loft to all good prin- 


ciples ? 


Mr. Gerafd enquires, thirdly, how far the minifterial office 
has really a tendency to produce or to inflame thofe particular 
vices, which fome have reprefented as charatteriftical of the 
order : and here he obferves, that were we to eftimate charac- 
ter which any profeffion forms by the feparate view of fome cir- 
cumftance belonging to it, we might reprefent it in a very un- 
favourable light. Mr. Hume has adopted a maxim, from not 
the moft moral of our poets, that priefs of all religions are the 
fame, which, our author juftly remarks, cannot be true; and 
that, for this plain reafon, becaufe the nature of all religions i is 
not the fame. The office of a popifh prieft, for inftance, is very 
different from that of a proteftant minifter: this, therefore, 
though it may found well énough in verfe, which delights in 
fition, is doubtlefs but a poor argument in the mouth of a 
philofopher. Of much about the fame depth is Mr. Hume’s 
reafoning deduced from this priffciple ; ‘* as chymifts (fays he) 
obferve, that fpirits, when raifed to a certain height, are all the 
fame, from whatever materials they be extracted ; fo thefe men, 
being elevated above humanity, acquire an uniform character, 
which is entirely their own.” * Do you think that this compa- 
rifon beitows any evide ce uponthe maxim ? Ts the diftillation 
of fpirits, by a chymicel procefs, a cafe exactly fimilar to the 
forming of a character, by means of religious and moral prin 
ciples? And is it not moines ftrange, to fuppofe all priefts 
elevated above humanity, as a ftep towards proving, that they. 
are all funk into vices “which deprefs humanity below itfelf 2 


To produce this as an argument, would be ‘unworthy of this 
ingénious 
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ingenious philofopher, who is well acquainted with the-rules of | 
reafoning.;. whocan eafily difcern the fallacy of very {pecious 
arguments ; ‘who is even {cruptlous i in allowing men to reafon 
from one fubject- to another; in which the leaft circumitance of 
fimilarity is:wanting. It is a mere metaphor, an allufion to.a 
fa&, fo wholly diflimilar, that it has almoft too much the ap- 
pearance of a turnof wit, to be admitted as an appofite image 
in the more ferious kinds of poetry. On this account, Iam in- 
clined to think, that the maxim in queftion was intended, not 
for a principle in the reafoning, but for the conclufion deduci- 
ble from it.’ 


Mr. Gerard then proceeds to confider thofe vices, which the 
minifterial office is faid by its enemies to promote, hypocrify, 
fuperftition, ambition, vanity, party-fpirit, rancour. He dif- 
cuffes them all with the moft ingenuous candour, and fairly re- 
futes the charge with regard to every one of them. If the na- 
ture of our work would admit of it, we fhould gladly lay be- 
fore our readers the fubftance of what he has advanced ; but — 
the fpecimen which we have already given will, we flatter our- 
felves, be a fufficient inducement to all thofe who have a regard 
for religion, and the profeffors of it, to.perufe the whole of 
this truly ingenious and valuable performance. 





~y 


Arr. V. A Defeription of the Maritime Parts of France, contain- 
ing @ particular Account of ail the fortified Towns, Forts, Har- 
bours, Bays, and Rivers, with their Tides, Currents,, Soundings, 
‘Shoals, Fe. Alfo of all Manufa@ures, and Articles of Commerce, 
and of the moft remarkable Invafions, Sieges, and Sea-Fights, 

- avhich have happenéd on orenear that Coaft. Mluftrated with 

-. Charts of the Sea-Coaft, and Plans of all the fortified Places on 
it. Colle&ed from the b:ft Authorities. Engraved by Thomas 

_. Jefferys, Geographer to bis Majefy. To which are prefixed, a 

_ Gloffary, .and Plans of the Sever al Parts of Fortification, on tawo 
Plates, to explain the Terms made ufe of in the Work. Fol. 

Pr. 2l. 2s. Jefferys. | 


HE public j is greatly obliged to the endeavours ot the edi- 

tor of this colle@ion, to promote geography as a branch 
of fcience effential to the {cholar, and to advance the general in- 
tereft of the nation by an exact topography, and accurate maps, 
charts, plans, and draughts of thofe countries, coafts, harbours, 
and cities, with which weare either concerned by war, or connected 
by commerce. To his early and well-timed labours the nation 
is indebted for .the firft clear Rate of the difpute about Acadia, 
which he fet forth in a fenfible pamphlet, accompahied by an 
‘ P 3 excellent 
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excellent map of the lands in controverfy.; and to him we owe 
moft of thofe plans of battles, fieges, and countries, that have 
been the theatres of war fince the commencement of our rup- 
ture with France. Our general unacquaintance with the ene- 
my’s coaft, fo apparent when the expeditions againft St. Ma- 
lo’s, Rochefort, and St. Cas took place, is alone fufficient to 
evince the utility of the prefent defign. ‘Tothe thame of our 
nobility and gentry who travel for improvement, be it fpoken, 
there was not in the kingdom a perfon, except one gentleman, 
an engineer by profeflion, who had the leaft idea of the har- 
bour or fortifications of Rochefort, at the time an armament 
was equipping to annoy the enemy by an attack on that quarter. 
Even our naval officers, who had picqued themfelves the moft 
on a perfect knowledge of the coaft, and had recommended 
themlelves to notice, by f{pecious pretenfions to , proved 
their ignorance, not only of the foundings but of the fit places 
for debarkation, the avenues to the town, and the ftrength and 
pofition of the fortifications. It is not our intention, however, 
to reflec&t on the conduét of individuals; our defign is no more 
than to demonftrate, from recent fatal experience, the utility 
of fuch a performance as we now exhibit to view, if executed 
with tolerable care and ability. This is’ a point beyond the 
reach of our criticifm, which muft be left to the determination 
of the public, and to trial; at leaft in the more important cir 
cumftances; we mean the accuracy of the draughts, the plans, 
the foundings, &c. for as to the hiftorical narrative, the origin, 
progrefs, commerce, buildings, &c. of the towns and cities, 
that is rather matter of curiofity and fpeculation, than of im- 
mediate advantage. 





That the reader may be fully apprized of what he is to ex 
pect in this performance, we fhall give him the following ex- 
tract from the author’s preface ; 


¢ When we have occafion to mention any fa& of an uncom 
mon, or furprifing nature, we have generally given our au- 
thority either in the text, or in a note; but, as we do not 
mean that any fa&t fhould depend merely upon our affertion, we 
fhall therefore mention the principal authors we have confulted 
on this occafion, that thofé, who pleafe to take the trouble, may 
fee how far we have done them juftice. In the defcription of 
places, we hawe been greatly obliged to Mr. Belidor’s Archi- 
tefture Hydraulique ; M. Piganiol de la Force’s Nouvelle De- 
fcription de la France; Etat de Ja France, par M. le Comte de 
Boulainvilliers ; Defcription geographique et hiflorique de la 
Haute Normandie ; Dictionaire Univerfel de la France ancienne 
et moderne ; and fome other tratts upon particular provinces, 
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In the hifterical part we have confulted the French hiftorians, 
efpecially Thuani Hiftor. fai temporis; Mezeray’s Hiftoire de 
la France ; depuis Faramond jufqu’ a maintenant Hiftoire de 
la Bretagne; Father Daniel ; Memoirs of the Duke of Sully, 
with feveral others ; and the ‘Englith hiftorians in general, par- 
ticularly Molyneux’s late treatife on Conjuné Expeditions, to 
which we are indebted for the accounts we have given of the 
defcents made upon the coafts of France fince the commence- 
ment of the prefent war. Befides the materials we have from 
thefe authors, fome perfons of credit and reputation, who have 
had the beft opportunities of being acquainted with feveral 
parts of the French coaft, have been kind enough to commu- 
nicate their obfe:vations; and we have been indulged with the 
ufe of a manufcript, containing excellent remarks and obfer- 
vations, made, by a gentleman of great worth and learning, 
upon fome parts of that coaft, which he had vifited im the 
courfe of his travels ; out of which we have inferted feveral 
‘material things into our defcription of Marfeilles, and other 
places on the coaft of the Mediterranean; and therefore take 
‘this opportunity to return our grateful acknowledgments to 
‘the ingenious author.’ : 


We fhall only add, that the hiftorical part is entertaining, 
the maps projected upon a diftiné fcale, and the plans extremely 
well engraved ; but how accurately we muft fubmit to more 


competent judges. 





Arr. VI. Le Petit Neptane Frangois: or; The French Coafing 
Pilot. Being a particular Defcription of the Bays, Roads, Rocks, 
Sands, Land-Marks, Depths of Water, Bearings, and Diftances 
Som Place to Place; the Setting and Flowing of the Tides on the 
Coaft of France. With Tables of the Latitude, Longitude, and 
Tides. Tranflated from the Petit Flambeau de la Mer of Du Bo- 
cage. With large Improvements from the Great Neptune Francois, 
Bellin, Belidor, §9c. In which the Courfes and Diffances are 
afcertained, from the Aftronomical Obfervations of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences at-Pavis. Ifuftrated with Seventy Views of i 
different Appearances of Land, and Thirty New Charts. Drawn 

' from the Large Map of France taken by Triangles by M. Caffini 
de Thury, &c. Ge. Engraved by Thomas Jefferys, Geo- 
grapher to his Majefty. 4to. Pr. 125. Jefferys. 


‘ROM the general title of this performance, it may be fup- 
pofed extremely analogous to the preceding, though, in 


fa&t, they are totally different in the defign. This relates 
P 4 of . wholl 
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wholly to the mariner; and to every other reader will prove not 
only void of entertainment, but of utility likewife. It may be 
deemed an effential appendix, however, to the Defeription of the 
‘Maritime Parts of France, and the beft Vade Mecum ever con- 
trived for feamen, as it is deduced from undoubted authority ; a 
work, compiled under the dire@tion of the renowned Colbert, 
that celebrated French Mecanas, the ornament and fupport of 
his country. The efteem in which the Petit Flambeau has been 
held by all the mariners of France and Holland, cannot fail of 
recommending the Neptune Francois to the Britith feaman, 
efpecially at a time when our fleets are continually ftationed 
upon the coafts of France, and the nation deeply interefted in a 
minute knowledge of whatever can render their fituation more 
fecure or commodious. | 


By the editor we are informed, that he has greatly improved 
the French work, by a variety of general and. particular charts, 
not included in the Flambeau, colleéted either in manufcript, ar 
from authentic maps andcliarts, feparately publifhed. He has 
been chiefly obliged to the large map of France, laid down af- 
ter an actual furvey by Miraldi and Caffini, in which the dif- 
tances are adjufted by aftronomical obfervations; to the large 
Neptune Francois, Friex’s map of Flanders; an anonymous 
but authentic furvey of Lower Normandy ; la Pegeries’s furvey 
of the Cotentin; Dobree and Bellin’s charts of the iflands of 
Guernfey and Jerfey, and a variety of other maps and charts, 
not to be met together in any colleétion. 


We firft meet with an exceeding’ ufeful table, determining 
the longitude and latitude of the chief places‘on the. coatt of 
France, from the aftronomical obfervations of M. Miraldi and 
M. Caffini de Thury. Next follows a table, by M. Bellidor, 
fhewing the time of high tides on the coafts and in the ports of 
France and Flanders, at the new and full moon. Then fuc- 
ceed directions for failing along the coaft between Offend and 
Calais; with a defcription of all the land-marks, ‘creeks, rocks, 
bays, towns, harbours, &c. in a word, of whatever is remark- 
able or material to the mariner. In the fame manner the. na- 

ad vigation of the channels laid down, with the courfes and. dif- 
tances, tides, currents, foundings, iflands, capes, &c. The 
third chapter contains direétions for failing onthe French coaft 
towards the Atlantic ocean; and the fame minutenefs obferved 
as in the former. Inthe fourth chapter we meet with explicit 
dire@ions for failing on the coaft in the Bay of Bifcay. Here 
the foundings are probably very accurate, as they were taken 
by M.Magin, enginecr to the marine, at the exprefs order of 
his moft Chriftian majefty. The fifth, andJaft chapter, con- 
tains direCtions for failing oy the coaft of France, wathed ae 
: Cdi- 
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Mediterranean, with a perfpettive view of the whole coaft, upon- 
a fcale that appears to be accurate. 


Upon the whole, this work will prove ufeful and commo- 
gem to all who are not fufficiently acquainted with the French 
language to perufe the large Neptune Frangois ; or whofe fitua- 
tion and circumftances may render fuch a purchafe inconvenient. 


~~ * 
—_ © * a os oe 





Ant. VII. The Rofiad. By the Author. 4te. Price 14. 
Flexney. | 

HE Rofiad-i§ a well-written, ill-natured, ‘ingenious, 

’ abufive poem; levelied principally againft’a fet of men, 
whom, as not being able to return the compliment, it was, ra- 
ther ungenerous to attack ; namely, the-inferior players of the 
two theatres. It may perhaps be matter of triumph to a young 
officer to rout thefe raggamufins, but furely an able general sould 
hardly have thought them worth powder and thot :.W——d, 
H d, P——r, S——r, A——n, S——h, R—&,. and in 
fhort the whole groupe of fecand, ‘third, fourth, and fifth-rate 
actors, are moft feverely handled, .their * sbeatrical faults placed 
in the moft glaring light, and even their + private foibles.ma- 
levolently ridiculed and expofed.. The obfervations with regard 











. 


* For example : 


* Here H-v--d, all ferene, in the fame ftrains, 
Loves, hates, and rages, triumphs, ‘and complains ; 
His eafy vacant face proclaim’d an heart 
Which could not feel emotions nor.impart. 

With him came mighty D--- : —— On my life 
That D---s hath a very pretty wife ! 

Statefman all over !— In plots famous grown !-..' 
He mouths a fentence, as----curs-mouth a bone.’ 





+ Speaking of every body knows who, our author fays, 


‘ Truant to love and falfe to L---a’s charms, 

He fled ungrateful from her virtuous arms; . 
In vain recall’d, renounc’d love’s fofter claim, . 
And hither came to feek the bubble Fame. 
Ah! to thy L---a’s charms again return ; 
With her in mutual flames of rapture burn; ’ 

: Unequal to this great attempt, remove ) i 
The itch of honour with the p-x of, love.’ Ur be 


This is grofs and illiberal, and fuch AngUAgS, ag a 1. polite 
weiter would never condefcend to make ufe of, 


"+ 


to 
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. to, their refpective merits are, for the moft part, juft, tho’ not 
new, being indeed no more than the eccho of the critics in 
every coffee-houfe, put into tolerable good rhime. The whole 
drift of the performance feems to be plainly and indifputably 
this : firft, to throw all the players, like fo many faggots, into 
a pile, and fet fire to them by way of a facrifice to the modern 
Rofcius ; and, fecondly, to do the fame by all the wits and 

- poets of the age, in compliment to Adefeeurs Lloyd and Colman, 
the heroes of the piece. Mr. G- is feated between thefe 
two gentlemen, 





like Hercules 
Supported by the pillars he had rais’d. 


There he receives incenfe, which they ftuff up his noftrils at 
a moft profufe rate: tho’ Mr. G » after all, wants no fuch 
fupport, nor defires to receive fuch incenfe, and is, we doubt 
not by this time heartily fick of the perpetual perfume ; but 

it is the fate of theatrical, as of other monarchs, to fuffer more 

flattery, as well as more abufe, than all their fubje&s. The au- 

thor, however, has fpared a little. fummery for two or three fa- 

vourite fubalterns. Mrs. Clive is complimented highly. 


* In fpight of outward blemifhes fhe fhone, 
For humour fam’d, and humour all her own. 
Eafy, as if at home, the ftage fhe trod, 
Nor fought the critic’s praife, nor fear’d his rod. 
Original in fpirit and in eafe, 

She pleas’d by hiding all attempts to pleafe, 
No comic aétrefs ever yet could raife, 
On humour’s bafe, more merit or more praife.’ 








The lines defcribing the inimitable Cibber are expreffive of 
her character, and extremely poetical. 


‘ Form’d for the tragic fene, to grace the ftage 
With rival excellence of love and rage, 
Miftrefs of each foft art, with matchlefs {kill 
To turn and wind the paffions as fhe will, 
To melt the heart with fympathetic woe, 
Awake the figh, and teach the tear to flow ; 
To put on frenzy’s wild diftraéted glare, 
And freeze the foul with horror and defpair. 


‘ Nobly difdainful of each flavith art, 
She makes her firft attack upon the heart ; 
Pleas’d with the fummons, it receives her laws ; 
And all is filence, fympathy, applaufe.’ 


Mrs. Pritchard comes in likewife for her flare of deferved 


praife, which the author, we fuppofe, was more ready a al 
; ow 











lieve, will give q very different accouns of it, 


flow on her, as it gave him an opportunity eftatreductn gan 
éncomium on the Fealeus Wife : 


« The Jealous Wife, on that thy trophies raife, 
Inferior only to the author’s praife.’ 


Though our author, as we fee by the above quotations, now 
and then deviates into panegyric, he quiékly returns to his 
dearly-belaved /atire, which, like another Drawican/fr, he deals 
about moft furioufly on friends and foes : all F--té’s merit lies 


in diffortion, and W-~---d’s in grimace. 


‘ Merit he had, fome merit in his way, 
But feldom found out in what part it lay ;’ 


Which, by the bye, are two of the baldeft linés in the whole 
performance. 


B--y, if we believe this fevere eritic, has no merit : Y---s 
is an imperfect blunderer ; and K--g dines in brafi, H---nd is 
a Garrick at fecond hand; and O----n only an imitator of 
Ww d’s defe&ts. The admirers of Q——n, both as an 
actor anda man, will be forry to fee their old friend thus fe- 
verely handled : | 

‘ His eyes in * gloomy focket taught to roll, 

Proclaim’d the fullen habit of his foul ; 

Heavy and phlegmatic he tred the ftage, 

Too proud for tendernefs, too dull for rage. 


* From the tame fcene, which without paffion flows, 
With juft defert his reputation rofe ; 
Nor lefs he pleas’d, when on fome furly plan, 
He was at once the aétor, and the man; 
In whate’er caft his charaéter was laid, 
Self ftill, like oil, upon the furface play’d. 
Nature, in fpite of all-his fkill, crept in: 
Horatio, Dorax, Falftaff, ftill twas Q——n.’ 


Mr. Q n’s friends, (amongft whom we fhall be proud te 
count ourfelves) can only fay in anfwer to this, that if he is really 
poffeffed of half the honefty, fincerity, wit, homour, and good~ 
nature of thefe charaéters, which this writer feems to infinuate 
he zs, he is certainly a moft worthy and moft amiable mans 
but this we leave to thofe who have heard him on the ftage, 
and known him in private Jife. With regard to the influence 
which his zatura/ turn of mind had on his afumed character, we 
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* Concerning this gloomy habit of his foul, we muft refer 
our readers to Mr. Q——’s bottle companions, who, we be- 


fall 
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fhall only obfetve, that nature (as our author obferves) -will 
always creep in. It is natural for young authors to conceive 
thensfelves the clevereft fellows in the world, and withal, that 
there is nor'the leaft degree of merit fubfifting but in their own 
works: it is natural likewife for them to imagine, that they 
anay conceal themfelves by appearing in -different fhapes, and 
that they are not to be found out by their ftile ; but little do 
thefe Conncifeursin writing conceive, how eafily they are difco- 
vered by a veteran in the fervice. In the title page to this per- 
formance we are told (by way of quaint conceit) that it was 
written by the author; what if it fhould prove that the author 
and the ¢ actor are the fame! certain it is, that we meet with 
the fame vein of peculiar humour, the fame facility of verfifi- 
cation, the fame turn of thought, the fame affected contempt 
of the antients, the fame extravagant praife of the moderns, 
the fame autophili/m (there’s a new word for you to bring into 
your next poem) which we met with in the other, 


When, in difcourfing of each. mimic elf, 
We praife and cenfure with an eye to /elf; 


Infomuch that we are ready to make the conetition't in the az- 
thor’s own words : 


. © Who is it ? LLOYD, 


We will not pretend, however, abfolutely to affert, that Mr. 
L wrote this poem ; but we may venture to affirm, that 
it is the prodution, jointly or feparately, of the new triumvi- 
rate of wits, who never let an opportunity flip of finging their 
own praifes. Caw me, caw thee, as Sawney fays, and {o to it 
they go, and, /eratch one another like fo. many Scotch pedlars. 








After all, we are fo far from denying the merit of this little 
piece, that we recommend it to our readers as a very inge- 
nious performance ; but at the fame time cannot help crying 
out, with oné who was formerly, reckoned ‘atoalerable good 
poet, 


«« Curs’d be the verfe, how well foe’er it flow, : 
That tends to make one worthy man my foe.” 


The author of this, we think, has made many fuch: we 
would advife him therefore to put lefs gall into his ink, and 
make ufe of a fofter pen for the future. 





+ See a very pretty poem with that title, printed n not long 
fince. 


Art, 
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Ant. VII. The Hifory of hes Tbeotra of London aad Dublin, 
froin the Year 1730 40 the’ prefent Timé. , To which is added, An 
Annual Regifier of all the Plays, ‘Sc. performed at the Theatres- 
Royal in London, from) the Year 1712, With occafonal Notes 
and Anecdotes, by Mr. Viktor, late one of the Managers’ of the 
Theatre-Royal in Dublin... In. Two Volumes. b2mo. . Pr. 6s. 


Davies. 


HOSE readers who have “ delighted with ete 
fprightly chat, the eafy humour, and the inimitably :fa- 


cetious aflurance of the late laureat, in‘ his apology for his own © 


life, will not be difpleafed with the entertainment: here férved 
up by Mr. Viétor, whofe labours forma: natural fupplensent 
to that ingenious comedian’s hiftorical:view of the ftage during 
his own time. Our author is equally. fraught with theatricat 
intelligence, and entertaining anecdotes: he is big with felf- 
approbation, and no lefs diverting in his»vanity than, his wor- 
thy predeceffor. . He enjoyed a perfonal acquaintance with all 
the eminent ators, from the days of Betterton; he has. ap- 
peared in the different charaters of author, manager, and,’ if 
we miftake not, of player ; he poffeffed the confidence’of ‘pa- 
tentees and poets ; was engaged in the intrigues of the con: 
tending theatrical interefts at London and Dublin ;‘ andisof 
confequence intimately verfed in the rife, progrefs, fortunes, 
merits, and characters. of the feveral, comedians, from the 
proudeft hero that ftruts ia bufkins, to the humbleft candle- 
fnuffer. The reader will find himfelf confiderably interefted 
in the fate of. the flage, at a period when the ‘managers. of 
Drury-Lane and Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields were exerting their ut- 
moft vigour and addrefs to deftroy each other ; when the town 
was divided into factions, fiding with one or other as choice or, 
caprice direéted ; when the whole nation exclaimed againft the 
licenfing act, and the power vefted inthe lord chamberlaia ; $ 
and laftly, when the people were in atms to oppofe'the open- 
ing of a French theatre, at a time when two of our ‘own 
theatres were fhut up, and the players ftarving in jails. 


Our Bt s view of the Irifh ftage, under the management, 
of Mr. Sheridan and himfelf, is replete with entertainment, | as 
it ftrongly charaéterifes the genius of the people, and that ardent 
paflion for liberty, which beats high. in the bofoms of. perhaps the 
moft opprefied fubjeéts of the Britifh_crown. Mr. Vittor {peaks 
in terms of the moft refpeétful gratitude of Ireland, which hé, 


. Calls the countsy of Hofpirality and true Benevolence, though we. 


have reafon to believe, from his own,account, that he profited 
little by this amiable difpofition of the people. The narrative, 


of Mr. Sheridan’s difpute with the town, and the origin of the 
Beefy ake 
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Beeffiake Club, at which the witty and polite Mrs, W—f—— 
prefided, afford great entertainment; but fatisfadtery extras 
would greatly exceed our limits. We fhall therefore content 
ourfelves with exhibiting, as fpecimens of our author’s manner, 
a few anecdotes of the wits of the laft age, not anivarmally 
known. 


The following pleafant ftory of Mr. Gay, foon after he had 
compofed his tragedy called the Captives, is related. ‘ He had 
intereft enough with the late queen Caroline, then princefs of 
Wales, to excite her royal highnefs’s curiofity to hear the au- 
thor read his play to her at Leicefter-houfe. The day was fixed, 
and Mr. Gay was commanded to attend. He waited fome time 
in a prefence-chamber with his play in his hand ; but being a 
very modeft man, and unequal to the trial he was going to, 
when the door of the drawing-room, where the princefs fat 
with her ladies, was opened for his entrance, he was fo much 
confufed, and concerned about making his proper obeyfance, 
that he did not fee a low footftool, that happened to be near 
him, and ftumbling over it, he fell againft a large fcreen, 
which he overfet, and threw the ladies into no {mali diforder, 
Her royal highnefs’s great goodnefs foon reconciled this whim- 
fical accident, but the unlucky author was not fo foon clear of 


his confufion.’ 


Our author’s account of Norris, celebrated for his humo- 
rous vein in low comedy, will not be difpleafing to the curious 
in anecdote: ‘ He was an aétor, that feemed to derive a great 
part of his merit from the oddity of his little, formal figure, 
and his fingular, fqueaking tone of voice, and to that degree, 
that his entrance into a coffee-houfe, and calling to the waiter 
for a difh of coffee in the fobereft mood, would have railed a 


{mile in the face of the graveft man prefent. 


‘When Farquhar brought his Confaxt Couple, or, Trip to the 
Fubile, on the ftage, Norris was fo univerfally admired in the 
part of Dickey, that he retained the name of Fudbilee Dickey to his 
death, As he lay bed-ridden fome time, quite worn out with 
age, I remember to have heard from thofe about him the fol- 
lowing odd paffage. His relations feemed uneafy at his lying 
fo long without help, and would fend for a phyfician, though 
againft his pofitive order. When the doétor came to his bed- 
fide, he afked the patient the ufual queftions; to which Norris 
gave no manner of anfwer: but being preffied very much by 
the do&tor to fpeak to him, he at laft turned his head, and in 
his ufual comic, fqueaking voice, faid, Doéfor, pray can you tell 
bow to make an old clock go whew the wheels are all worn out? He 
died foon after.’ 


This 
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This very extraordinary anecdote Mr. Vidtor relates of Spillar, 
remarkable for that capacity of transforming himfelf naturally’ 
into every charaéter he reprefented. * An extraordinary in- 
ftance of this appeared the firft night of his a@ting, in a new 
comedy called’ the Artful Hufoand ; his patron and admirgt, the’ 
late duke of Argyle, a to fee the comedy ; but his i 
was entirely engroffed by a new aor, as his grace then thought 
him, and to fo great a degree, that the duke recommended him: 
that night behind the fcenes to Mr. Rich, as 4 young actor of 


merit, and one that deferved his encouragement.’ 


Mr. Viétor’s chara&ter of Mr. Booth, his favonrite comedian, 
we may venture to pronounce mafterly: ‘ He was of a middle’ 
ftature, five feet eight, his form inclined to the athletic, though 
nothing clumfy or heavy. | 


‘ His air and deportment naturally graceful; he had a mark 
ing eye, and a manly fweetnefs in his countenance, 


« His voice was completely harmonious, from the foftnets of 
the flute to the extent of the trumpet. 


‘ His attitudes were all piturefque ; he was noble in his de- 
figns, and happy in his execution, 


“It was this aétor’s peculiar felicity to be heard and foen the 
fame, whether as the plea/ed, the grieved, the pitying, the re- 
proachful, or the angry. One would almoft be tempted to bor- 
tow the aid of a very bold figure, and, to exprefs this excellence 
the more fignificantly, beg permiffion to affirm, that the blind 
mi ht have feen him in his voice, and the dezf have heard him . 


is wifage.’ 

‘ As to his abilities, he was an excellent fcholar, and hada - 

fine tafte for poetry, painting, and ftatuary ; of thefe he has 
left us eminent proof. 


‘ I will not enlarge on the various charaéters in which he ex- 
celled; and therefore fhall only obferve, that in Orhello he has. . 
Jeft the ftrongeft impreffion on me.’ 


We thall clofe. our extraéts with the character of Boheme, an 
excellent ator, according to our author, whofe name is very 
little known. 


‘ Boheme was bred a failor, and quitted the quarter-deck for 
the ftage. He was tall and ereét, with a manly countenance ; 
but by walking the decks of the fhip from a boy, he had cen- 
tracted a ftraddling in his gait, of wane no art or application 
could ever cure him. 


* His 
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‘ His firft appearance.was at a booth in Southwark fair, 
which, in thofe days, lafted two weeks, and was much fre- 
quented by perfons of all diftin@tioris, of both fexes ;. he acted 
the part of Menelaus in the beft droll I ever Saws, called the 
Siege of I rey 


« After the entertainment was over, my apie ‘led me. 
behind the fcenes, to enquire after the new agreeable ‘actors 
there I was told he was engaged by the manager of Lin- 
coln’s-Inn-Fields theatre, to be in his beacon se the p Sawing? 
feafon. 


‘He appeared there-very foon, in capital charaéers; but 
that. company (though compofed of Keen, Quin, Ryan, Leigh, 
Walker, Boheme, Spillar, Griffin, Egleton, old: and young 
Bullock, all a&tors of merit) being fo inferior to the powerful 
theatre-royal in Drury-Lane, they never could fee any thing 
like an audience to any play without an intereft, till the fuccefs 
of Pantomimes, and ‘the Beggar’s ‘Opera, in the year: 1727 > 
yet all thofe. who) were:judges of nature,-and who- cafually 
went thither, were furprifed and charmed with the. mufical, 
pathetic tones of grief, that went pointed to the heart, from 
this captivating fpeaker. ° 


«In fome fcenes in King Lear (though he wanted judgment 
to mark and fupport the fine variety in that character) he has 
furprifed many a critic with his powers; in the diftrefsful paf- 
fages ; and in the Herod and Mariamne, written by Mr. Fenton, 
he diftinguifhed himfelf like an ge of importance, in the 
character of Herod. 


© He had alfo a finglar vein of humour, and was excellent 
in fome parts of comedy. 


* Boheme died of a fever, in the prime of his life, and beiben 
that theatre’ was brought into vogue by pantomimes; by 
which means this very extraordinary ator was not generally 
anowe. 


- Upon the whole, though we cannot beftow great praife on 
this performance of Mr. Victor’s, we muft neverthelefs allow it 
to be fraught with entertainment, and the inoffenfive amufe- 
ment of an idle forenoon. ° © 
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Biv. ix. The Hiftory of the Popes, from ‘he Foandation of the See of 
Rome, io. the prefent Time, ¥ol. V. By Archibald Bow ery 
E/q; beretofore public Profeffor of Rhetoric, H: iftory, and Pbilojo- 
phy, in the Univerfities of Rome, Fermo, and Macerata, and, 
iu the latter Plare, Counjéllir of the Inquifitich. 4t0. Price v2s. 
Sandby. . . ; 

RY IS voltime begitts with the papacy of Hadtian If. and’ 

the hiftorical part of it concludes with that of Pafchal IT: 
comprehending a period of 251 years, though the tranfactions 
of it, which precede the elevation of Gregory VII. are not very 
interefting. With refpeét to the execution, we have compared 
an part of this volume with the annals of Baronius, and the 
iftory of the popes fuppofed to be written by Bruys; and we 
find nothing that fhould entitle Mr. Bower’s work to the pre- 
ference over the tranflation of Bruys’s performance, except his 
having avoided a {mall anachronifm into which this latter has 
fallen, with refpe& to the emperor Lewis II. who was befieged 
in a tower by the duke of Benevento, and obliged to purchafe 

‘his liberty with an oath, of whith the pope abfolved him: 

Bruys places this event in the year 871, under the papacy of 

Hadrian ; whereas Bower, upon better authority; throws it 

among the tranfactions of the year 873, and rightly afcribes 

the abfolution to pope John VIII. who was Hadrian’s fucceffor, 

As to the arrangement and choice of events, we find no mate4+ 

rial difference between Bower and Bruys; and both quote 

from the fame authorities. The ftile and manner indeed ar¢ 
extremely different, but we cannot fay the balance lies on the 
fide of the Englifh hiftorian ; nor do we find that he has treated 
the popes or popery with more freedom than we meet with 
in divers writers who proftfled thie catholic religion, Within 

the period of which our author treats at prefent, there is a 

fucceflion of fuch mifcreants; that fome of them ate given up 

as the moft abatidoned wretches, even by Baronius and Platina, 


Of pope John VIII. there is no charaéter in Bower; buf 
Bruys defcribes it to this effect: ‘ The annals of Fulda fay he 
was poifoned ; but thofe who adminiftred the potion; feeing it 
did not operate to their mind, killed him with the blow of 4 
hammer on the head, a death worthy of the infamous life he 
had led: for, even Barotiius cannot help fayitg he perjured 
himfelf in the caufe of Photius; and infringed in a fcandalous 
manner all the regulations of his predeceffors. He is alfo of 
opinion, that it was Johii’s effeminacy that gave rife to the 
fable of pope Joan *. He adds, that this pontiff was entirely 


— * 





- 


* In this pantictiiar Mr. Bower is of a diferent opinion. 
You. XI. March 1761. Q. deftitute 
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deftitute of all mafculine vigour, without the courage of a man, 
or the fortitude of a paftor ; that he was even lefs refolute thait 
an eunuch, and enervated to fuch a degree, that he did not de- 
fer've to be ranked among the male-fex.’ 


Mr. Bower, in his life of Stephen V. or VI. records the fol- 
lowing miracle, without any other comment, but that his ge- 
nerofity and charity to the poor do more honour to his memory 
than all his miracles. An obfervation that does not imply his 
dibelieving the faid miracle. 


‘ Stephen was come of a noble and wealthy family, was 
greatly beloved by pope Hadrian II. and likewife by Marinus, 
who ordained him prieft, and was held in the greateft venera- 
tion by all ranks of men for the purity and fanétity of his life. 
They had long had a great drought at Rome, and the neigh- 
bouring country was at the fame time infefted by prodigious 
{warms of locufts, that every where devoured the fruits of the 
éarth, which the Saracens were not able to carry off. ‘Thus a 
dreadful famine began torage in Rome. But the very day Ste- 
phen was chofen, and even before he got to the Lateran pa- 
lace, a plentiful fhower fell; and as to the locufts, in order to 
encourage the people to deftroy them, he publicly promifed a 
reward of fix denarii a bufhel. But finding that they multiplied 
as fait as they were deftroyed, and confequently that to extir- 
pate them he muft put himfelf to the expence of a miracle, he 
bleffed a great quantity of water, and diftributed it among the 
people, ordering them to fprinkle their corn and vines with it. 
They did fo; and the ground was foon feen every-where cor 
vered with heaps of thofe dead infe&s.’ 


The fame miracle is related by Bruys, with thefe obferva- 
tions: * Chriftian Rome and pagan Rome have had always the 
fame fondnefs for miracles: at all times they had their pro- 
digies, and believed them uponvery flight foundation, as the 
cuftom is, when the minds of men view things on the fide of 
religion ; in that cafe a great many prodigies are reported, and 
thefe reports increafe in proportion to the number of weak en- 
thufiafts who believe fuch inventions. Every one eafily per- 
fuades himfelf that fuch a concurrence and concert could come 
only from above; and though, in all other things, the fureft 
method to raife doubt and diftruft, is to fay too much; yet in 
refpect to miracles, the fureft means of obtaining belief is to 
preferve no medium: the more they are talked of, the more 
they are believed to be the finger of God.’ 


Vir. Bower tells us, page 77, that pope Theodore II. caufed 
the body of his predecefior Formofus (the moft infamous wretch 
that ever lived) to be taken from the Tiber, (iuto which it had 

5 been 
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Yeen thrown) and reftored with great folemnity to his fepulchre 
in the vatican. He adds, Luitprand writes, that upon the dead 
body being carried into the church, it was faluted, as. many 
Romans informed him, by all. the’ images of the faints there. 
We fhould be glad to know what is Mr. Bower’s opinion of 
this matter ; and what his reafons were for inferting thefe mi- 
racles, without any antidote in behalf of weak minds. 


The elegance of our hiftorian’s ftile, and the importance of 
his fubjeéts, the reader will conceive from the following ex- 
. tracts : 


‘LEO V. The hundred and feventeenth Bifoop of Rome. 


_* To Benedi& was fubftituted Leo, the fixth of that name, 
a native of Ardea. But he was foon driven out by one of his 
own priefts named Chriftopher, and thrown into prifon, where 
he died of grief, as we read in Signonius. In fome catalogues 
he is faid to have held the fee thirty days, in others forty, and 
in fome one month and twenty-fix, or twenty-feven days. All 
we know for certain is, that Chriftopher was poffeffed of the 
pontifical dignity in the month of December of the prefent year 
103. Flodoard fays no more of this pope than that he died 
before the end of two lunar months. 


‘CHRISTOPHER. The hundred and eighteenth Bifbop of 
Rome. \ 


‘ Chriftopher, the fucceffor of Leo, was by birth a Roman, 
and the.fon of. one Leo. -All we know of him is, that he in- 
truded himfelf into the fee by open fgrce and violence, that he 
treated his predeceffor with great barbarity, and confirmed all 
the privileges, that his predeceffors had granted to the famous 
abbey of Corbie. The diploma, confirming thofe privileges, 
is dated, the feventh of the calends of January, the feventh in- 
dition, that is, the twenty-fifth of December 903, in the reign 
of our moft pious emperor Lewis. Chriftopher therefore had 
feized on the fee, before the twenty-fifth of December of the 

‘prefent year. But he held it, as we read in Martinus Polonus, 
in Flodoard, and in moft of the catalogues, only fix, or at 
moft feven months, being driven from it by Sergius, who firft 
confined him to a monaftery, and afterwards fhut him up in 
a dungeon, where he died of the hardfhips he underwent. Man- 
lius fuppofes him to have been buried in the Vatican, and the 
following epitaph, that was found in the ruins of the ancient 
church to be his: 


Hic pia Chriftopheri requiefcunt membra Jepulti. 
Q2 « But 
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But one would think the epithet prous could ftaree be beftowed 
upon him, or his bones. 


‘SERGIUS ILL. The bundved and nrinsteenth Biphop of Rome. 


‘ Chrifhopher being driven from the fee, Sergius, the third 
of that name, a native of Rome, the fon of Benedi&, and 
prefbyter of the Roman church, intruded himfelf into it in his 
room. | He was chofen upon the death of ‘Theodore H. as has 
been related above, but obliged by: the more: powerful party of 
John IX. to quit Rome before his ordination, and lie concealed 
for the fpace. of feven. years, that is from the-year 898 to 904, 
when the faction of Adelbert, marquis of Tufcany, who had 
efpoufed his caufe, prevailing, he returned, drove out Chriito- 
pher, and placed himfelf on the chair in his room. He was, 
fays Baronius, the flave of every vice, and the moft wicked of 
men. In thefe unhappy times lived, and, in a manner, reigned 
at Rome the celebrated Theodora and her two daughters Ma- 
rozia and Theodora. They were of a fenatorial family, and no’ 
lefs celebrated for their beauty, their wit, and addrefs, than in- 
famous for the fcandalous lives they led. Marozia cohabited 
with Adelbert, marquis of Tuftany, who having feized on the 
caftle Sant Angelo, delivered it up to her, and: from thence 
fhe, her mother and fifter, fupported by the marquis and his. 
party, governed Rorhe without controul, and difpofed of the 
holy fee to whom they pleafed. Adelbert had a fon by Maro- 
zia, named Alberic ; but fhe neverthelefs proftituted herfelf ‘to 
the pope, and his holinefs had by her a fon called John, whom 
we fhall foon fee raifed to the papal chair, by the intereft of 
his mother. 


*« Sergius is faid to have granted the pail to the archbifhop 
of Cologne, and to have exempted the church of Hambourg, 
or Bremen from all fubje&tion to that fee. He rebuilt, deco- 
rated, and enriched with many valuable prefents the Lateran 
church, which had fteod, fays John the Deacon, ever fince the’ 
time of Conftantine the Great, but fell in the pontificate of 
Stephen VI. The deacon {peaks favourably of this pope, and, 
if we believe what we read in his epitaph, he was unjuftly 
driven from the fee by John 4X. and refumed the pontifical dig- 
nity at the earneft defire of the Roman people. But all the 
writers, who lived the neareft to thofe times, fpeak of pope 
Sergius IH. as a man abandoned to all manner of vice, atid the 
moft wicked of men. However, we read of a folemn embafly 
fent to him by Leo emperor of the Eaft on. the following occa- 
fion. The emperor had married three wives; but as they had 
all proved barren, he refolved to marry a fourth, named Zoe, 
by whom he had, in his firft wife’s life-time, a fon ealled Conftan- 
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‘me. As third and fourth marriages were. forbidden in the 
Greek church, ‘Nicholas, then patriarch, not only refufed to 


perform the marriage~ceremony, but depofed the prefbyter, 
who. performed it, and would not. allow the émperor to entér 


the church. ‘Hereupon Leo applied to the pope; and Sergius, 
-not fatisfied. with :approving of) his marriage, there being’tio 
Jaw in the Latin church forbidding a man to marry as niany 
“wives as he pleafes, difpatched legates to: Conftantinople fo- 


Jemnly to ‘confirm the marriage.which the emperor had con- 


traced. . The patriarch however continued to oppofe it as.ain- 


lawful and null, nor:could he ever be prevailed upon to ae- 
knowledge Conftantine for lawful heir to the imperial crown. 
His obftinacy, or rather his firict obfervance of the laws Of his 
church, provoked the emperor to fuch a degree, that he fent 
him into exile, and raifed Huthymius, his fyncellus, to the pe- 
triarchal fee inthis room: 3 


__ £ Sergius enjoyed the pontifical dignity hase years end theme 
gaonths, as we read in Hermannus Contrattus, Martinus Polo- 
nus, and moft of the catalogues. As he was therefore ordain- 
ed,.about the. beginning of June.go4, his death muft have 
happened about the latter end of Auguft git. 


* ANASTASIUS III. The bundred and twentieth Dib of 
Rome. 


* Sergius was fucceeded by Anaftafius III. by birth. a Roman 
and the fon of one Lucian. The only thing we know of him, 
that deferves any notice, is, that at the requeft.of Berengarius, 
king of Italy, he fent. many rich ornaments to the church of 
Pavia, and granted to the bifhop of that city the ufe of a ca- 
nopy, the privilege of riding 3 white horfe with the crofs carried 
before him, and of fitting in all councils at the pope’s left hand, 
Ciaconius adds, upon whofe authority I know not, that he-re- 
paired the church of St. Hadrian, that was ready to fall, and 
there confecrated an altar of his owa ereCting. ; 


‘ To this pope Nicholas of Conftantinople wrote a long Jet- 
ter, to acquaint him with what had paffed between him and 
the emperor on occafion of that prince’s fourth seg an 3 The 
emperor finding, according to his account, that he could by no 
means prevail upon him to authorize his incontinence, ordered 
him to be feized at a grand entertainment, to which he had : 
invited him, to be conveyed from thence on board a veffel, and 
carried into exile. However he repented, a little before his 
death, of what he had.done, and bewailing it with*floods of 
tears, recalled him from exile, and reftored him to hi$ fee. In 


that letter the patriarch bitterly inyeighs againft third and 
Q3 fourth 
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fourth marriages, ftigmatizing them with the name of an im. 
pure conjun@ion, and treating thofe, who countenance or encou- 
rage them, as promoters and encouragers: of concubinage, 
"Phe words of St. Paul, it is better to marry than to-burg, he ab- 
furdly reftrains to women ‘only, as if it were better for men to 
burn than to’ marry, and loudly complains :ofthe pope’s le- 
gates for prefuming to approve what the bifhops in the Eaft 
had all, with one voice, condemned as repugnant to the laws 
of the church and the gofpel.. He adds, that:-he did not intend 
that his holinefs fhould brand the memory, either of the late 
emperor, or of his predeceffor Sergius for what they have done 
amifs in that affair, fince both have been called from this 
world, to account for their condu& at the tribunal of the fo- 
vereign judge, but thinks that they, who have encouraged the 
emperor to tranfgrefs the known laws of the church, and are ° 
ftill living, ought to be punifhed with the-fame feverity as if 
they themfelves had tranfgrefied them. As Anaftafius did not 
live long enough to anfwer this letter, the patriarch wrote ano- 
ther to pope John X. of which I fhall have occafion to {peak in 


the fequel. 


* Anaftafius died, according to the computation of the beft 
chronologers, about the middle of O&tober 913, after a ponti- 
ficate of about two years and two months, and was buried in 
the Vatican. He is commended in his epitaph, and likewife by 
Flodoard, for the mildnefs of his government, for his integrity, 
and the purity of his manners. He did nothing blame-worthy, 
fays Platina, which, in the popes of thofe days, was matter of 
great commendation. 


‘In the beginning of the pontificate of Anaftafius, or in 
the latter end of his predeceffor’s, died Leo the Philofopher em- 
peror of the Eaft, and was fucceeded by his brother Alexander, 
who took Conftantine, the deceafed emperor’s fon by Zoe, for 
his partner in the empire, 


‘LANDO. The hundred and twenty-firft Bifoop of Rome. 


* Lando, by birth a Sabine, and the fon of Tranus, fucceeded 
Anaftafius, but held the fee, as we read in Flodoard, only fix 
months and ten days. Rubeus in his hiftory of Ravenna in- 
forms us, that mention is made of pope Lando in the tables 
written by John, archbifhop of that city, on the nones of Fe- 
bruary of the fecond indiétion, that is, on the fifth of February 
913. He is fuppofed to have died about the twenty-feventh 
of April 914. In his pontificate died, after a very fhort reign, 
the empegor Alexander, and by his death Conftantine remained 
fole matter of the empire.’ 

Mr, 
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Bruys, aware of the drynefs. and futility of thefe tranf- 
ations, has intermingled them with a {pirited inveftigation of 
the politics of the ninth century, including an agreeable and 
entertaining hiftory of the eaftern and weftern empires. 


The hiftory of Hildebrand or Gregory VII. is in itflf fe 
interefting, and full of great and extraordinary events, that # 
was hardly in our author’s power to be dry and infipid on the 
fubjec&t ; we cannot however perceive that even here, he is 
more copious than Bruys, whom he has nearly followed in the 
difpofition of the incidents ; or that he is comparable to him in 
fpirit and vivacity. To what purpofe then fhould Mr. Bower, 
who gives us to underftand he is independent in his circum- 
ftances, trouble himfelf and the public with writing a hiftory, 
which is neither fhorter, nor cheaper, norin any thape better 
than thofe that are already publithed on the fame fubje&t ? Whe- 
ther is it owing to his zeal for the proteftant religion, which he 
believes is in danger from a combination of Jefuitss or from a 
defire of fame, or a love of money; or, (which is perhaps 
ftronger than all thefe) a thirft of revenge ? If this laft was the 
motive, we may fay the book was written for the fake of the 
appendix, containing what he calls a fummary view of the con- 
troverfy between the papifts and the author; a fummary view 
that takes up very near one third of avery large quarto volume; 
and puts us in mind of an abridgement of the proceedings of 
court of chancery in forty eight volumes, folio. This curious 
fummary view is dedicated in the following manner : 


‘ To all true proteftants, at home and abroad, the following 
fheets, difplaying to the world the cruel and unjuft perfecution 
which the author of the prefent hiftory has undergone, in this 
proteitant kingdom, from the jefuits, encouraged and aided by 
a proteftant clergyman, and the wicked meafures, which they 
have jointly purfued, to force him back to the idolatrous church 
and antichriftian order he had left, are humbly infcribed, not 
by an enonymous libeller, but by their moft obedient, and moft 
obedient, and moft humble fervant, Archibald Bower.’ 


If there are-no true Proteftants but fuch as believe that Mr. 
B. has been cruelly and unjuftly perfecuted, we imagine he 
might have fpared this addrefs or apology, which reminds us 
of an expedient more than once practifed with fuccefs by the 
late Mr. Theophilus Cibber, of facetious memory. It was 
that gentleman’s misfortune to have enemies, to bear an ine 
different character in point of morals, and to undergo what he 
<alled perfecution from thofe who thought he had no title to 
favour or encouragement. Theophilus, neverthelefs, fouglit a | 
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good battle againft the voice of the public ; he had. tears and 
proteftations at command, with a kind of eloquence well calcu- 
lated-to obtain belief and excite compaffion ; neither was he 
deftitute-of patrons among the great: and what was {aid of his 
igther, might have been, perhaps, more juftly applied to him ; 
. «* And has not Colly too his lord and whore.” 


In a word, Fhe. was very affiduous in availing himlelf of all his : 


advantages, a about the benefit-feafon. He vifited in all cornerss 
fol’ citing, whining, complaining, protetting, and récriminat- 
Ne; aid on the morning of his benefit, he always inferted in 
the daily papers, a Jummary view of all the wrongs, hard- 
fhips, calumuies, and perfecutions he had undergone, There 
was fyuch an air of piety, humility, and candour in his addrefs, 
that one who did not know him would have thought he was 
the beft, and moft injured creature alive, and that all the rogues 
in England were in a confpiracy again{t him, He knew this 
belief would produce fome effe&s in his favour, and that the 
public could not be undeceived until his beneft fhould be over. 
Mr. B. was perhaps influenced by nearly the fame motives. He 
had nothing to hape nor to fear from thofe who were already 
convinced of his true charaGter; he had reafon to. think the 
public was fo cloyed with the difpute, and his antagonift fa 
tired of confyting a man whom no confutation will filence, 
that this fummary view might pafs unanfwered, and with fome 
pe as unanfwerable ; ‘and in the mean time promote the 
ale of his book, before any anfwer could be publifhed. At any 
rate, it was his intereft to hazard a ftroke of this kind. Like 
Fhe. Cibber, in point of emolument he might gain fomething: in 
point af r———n he had nothing to Jofe : in feveral other fitua- 
tions of life, he refembled that comedian. B. is generally allowed 
to be an excellent actor in hiscaft; fowas Cibber; B had a very 
narrow efcape from the inquifition of Macerata, and the emiffaries 
of Rome; Cibber had many hair- breadth ’fapes from the bum-baie 
liffs of England: B. renounced his fpiritual, and C, his matrimo- 
nial:vows: and they were both fhrewdly fufpeéted of collufion, 
B. wrote.the Lives of the P—,; Cibber wrote the Lives of the 
Poets ; and both works are now in the fame degree of reputa- 
tion. We fhould be forry to fee the fimilitude carried on to 
the laft fcene. Poor Cibber was invited to a neighbouring 
kingdom, and met with a watry tomb: Mr, B. wiil take care 
how he complies with any invitation from abroad ; and, at any 
rate, we hope he is in no danger of dying by water.—But to re- 
turn to his fummary view : we have neither leifure nor inclina- 
tion to engage in a minute difcuffion of this curious piece j ; 
which, indeed, cannot be difcuffed without a review, and parti- 


ular inveftigation, of all the pamphlets that have been pub- 
lithed 
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lifhed on both. fides of the controverfy; a con traverly which 
may be compared to duck or otter bunting, W. erein the- anj- 
mal, being compelled to aie in one place, pops up wo at 
in another.” ~ 


Certain it .is, A, B. like an indefatigable beater, no on 
fees his ‘caufeway Seema than he goes to. we ork again, an 





has raifed fuch a mound o calumny and equivocation, foph 
and mifreprefentation, | as can he worth, no.man’s while to d 
mautle a-new. We have often wondered that. Mr. A. B. thoul 
have found admittance into the fociety of Jefus, which generally 
excludes all but fuch as have fome claim to, genius; and’ MA: 
were apt to believe, that he had been ‘fone how or other fr 

gled. into their corporation, as the Englifhman believed of. mn 
North Briton, who told him there was a board. of his 

ment held at the beige of Berwick, to fend back all the 

that attempted to crofs the Tweed in their way to London. a 
Englithman, without queftioning the trutly of this information, 
very gravely took his pipe from his mouth, and atked the Seoteh- 
man in what manner he had been fmuggled to the fouthward.—4 
But; we have at length difcovered the excellency of Mr. B.’s 
genius, which lies in abuf, a fpecies of oratory for which we | 
fuppofe he was appointed profeffor of rhetoric at the great wni- 
verfity of Macerata ; a fpecies of rhetoric in which he excels fo 
much, that we will venture to fay he would make no inconfis 
fiderable figure as malter of the college of Billingfgate. It will 
not be expeéted that we fhould follow him in all his doublings, 
by undertaking a refutation of what he ‘has advanced in his 
fummary view, either againft his antagonifts, or in his own ju- 
ftification. Such a tafk would require a whole volume, and, as 
he full weil knows, cannot poffibly be comprehended in an ar- 
ticle of the Review: perhaps this was one of the confiderations 
that induced him to take the field again. He hoped that no- 
body would take upon him the Herculean trouble. of clearing 
away that immenfe load of filth, under which he has buried 
the effence of the difpute. We have heard of an animal in the 
northern parts of Europe, which, when purfued for its tkin, 
which is valuable, and hard preffed, finds means to raife fuch 
a {tench as effectually difturbs and difconcerts the hunters; and, 
without going abroad, we might inftance the old cunning fox; 
which being hunted out of all his holes, and finding himfelf 
in imminent danger of being caught, urines on his own tail, 
and whitks it about in the eyes of his purfuers, foas to raife an 
unfufferable odour. ' His digefting fome part of his defence 
into fyllogifms is diverting‘ enough, : and puts us in mind of 
what we learned in our youth, concerning Ariftotle’ s Catego- 
vies, and the oppelition and converfion of propofitions. 
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Affrit A, negat E, verum gencraliter amba. | 
Afferit I, negat O, fed particulariter ambo. 


If once a man has learned toschop logic, it fignifies not a 
pin ’s point, which fide of the queftion.he takes; he may, upon 
either, form fyllogifms by mood and figure for half a century 
together. The art of logic has béen transformed into a ‘kind 
of Iegerdémain, by which boys can fylogize, or frame argu- 
ments, and refute them without any knowledge of the fubjeét. 
If fuch quibbles are every day learned by raw boys, what may 
not be expected from an emeritus profeffor of rhetoric? for ex- 
ample, the firft figure, in which the middle term is the fubje& 
of the major propofition, and the predicate of the minor ;. con- 
taining the moods barbara, celarent, darii, ferio; fo excellent 
in itfelf, that all queftions or conclufions may be proved by it, 
whether univerfal or particular, affirmative or negative. 


But we fhall leave all thefe rare fubtleties of Mr. B. and all 
that looks like argument in his fummary view, to thofe who 
are more nearly concerned in the difpute; and proceed to 
make fome obfervations on his flowers of obloquy, fome of 
which he has fcattered en pafant upon the writers, and 
fuppofed writers of the Critical Review. We are apt 
to think that Mr. B. never difplayed fuch an extenfive 
knowledge of the Englith language, in any other of his works, 
as appears in the terms of reproach he hath collected againft 
the gentleman who undertook to hold him up to the public in 
his true charaéter. ‘ He writes (fays Mr. B.) in the ftile of a 
ruffian or highwayman. He is the tool of the Jefuits. He 
pays no regard to confcience, honour, honefty, or trpth. He 
fubmits to the drudgery of carrying on a perfecution under the 
immediate direGiion of the Jefuits. He is hardened againft all 
fhame and decency. He has a popifh patron. His pattern was 
Iago. Heis aman of no principles, moral or religious. He 
is a tale-bearer, a ftabber of reputations, and a flanderer of 
the dead. He forges teftimonies. All the papifts and Jacobites, 
all the monks, popith priefts, friars, and jefuits in the ifland, 
are, to a man, his friends. He has written four infamous li- 
bels. He gives himfelf the lie without blufhing. He is the 
trumpeter of {candal, 


He is a liar, a flanderer, a hypocrite, a malicious informer, 
like his brother unmafker in Newgate, Macdaniel the thiefta- 
ker; his rancour, envy, and badnefs of heart, are unparalel- 
led; his ignorance, impudence, and kn&very are equal to his 
malice. His language betrays his original meannefs, as the 
ears did the afsin the fable. It is his ftanding rule and maxim, 


to {peak all words that may do hurt, and never.to retract what 
he 
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he has fpoken, be it ever fo prejudicial to the reputation of the 
dead or the living, and ever fo groundlefs or unanfwerably dif- 
proved ard confuted. He extols the evidence of a popifh dram- 
feller; he is.a fcurrilous, mannerlefs, foul-mouthed fcold. 
There is no truth which he is not ready to queftion; and no 
falfhood or flander which he is not ready to impofe on the pub- 
lic, as the one or the other ferves the purpofes of his malice. 
He betrays an unchriftian and villainous mind : he is a flanderer 
and tale-bearer, a friend and ally of the enemies of our country, 
an abjeét tool of the Jefuits, impofing lies upon the public, and 
promoting by that means their wicked defigns in the difguife of 
a proteftant clergyman, He has bafely proftituted the facred 
names of truth and religion, to give a fanétified glofs to his an- 
tichriftian principles and infamous condu&. He. is a malig- 
nant flanderer, a falfe informer, and the bafeft of hypocrites, 
worthy of being driven with ignominy from the facred miniftry. 
He is a fcurrilous clerk, an evil-fpeaking, foul-mouthed prieft. 
He is below the notice of A. B. who is provided with anecdotes 
relating to his private life and converfation, that would do him 
no honour, were they publifhed to the world. Among the apoftles 
was a Judas, (he might have faid two) and among the Engli 
clergy there is a D. For abfurdity and nonfenfe he has not his fel- 
low. A.B. has cleared himfelf more effectually than the un- 
mafker could clear himfelf, werehe arraigned of a criminal conver- 
fation with the widow Hoyles, whom he is known to have fre- 
quently vifited in a private room, behind that immaculate lady’s 
dram-fhop. He is a dealer in popifh fcandal. In any other country 
but this, he would be hiffed out of every company he came 
into, as a natural fool, or a-defigning knave, or a mixture of 
both. He owes all he has to his being cheap and contemptible, 
He owes more to the good offices of a {-llow-fervant of his, a 
catholic, than to any good qualities of his own. He is a fcur- 
rilous babbler ; the drudge and jackall of the avowed enemies 
of our réligion, our king, and our country. He is a wretch 
who could bafely proititute the moft refpectable character upon 
earth to the worft of purpofes. He is a bungler in logick, a 
knave, and the worft of knaves. Were he not fteeled in im- 
pudence, he would be afhamed to fhow his head. Had it been 
publickly reported, that the renowned J. D—g—s, for in- 
itance, was originally a pickpocket, had the perfons been named 
whofe pockets he was faid to have picked, and the ftory had 
never been contradicted by him, or his moft zealous friends, 
though told in their hearing, who would regard any evidence 
that he might afterwards procure to clear himfelf from that im- 
putation? The application is obvious. A, B. js quite aftonithed 
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at the ignorance or knavery of their wretched tool, &c. He 
has given himfelf over and over again the lie. _ He is an obje& 
mot only of contempt, but of deteftation and abhorrence. ‘Did 
the fool and the’ knave in a more eminent degree ever before 
‘mheet in one and the fame perfon? He is a canting, hypoeritical 
charlatan, or rather incendiary. So grofs an abfurdity can be 


‘no where poffibly found out of the abfurd cranium of J. 
“D—g—s. He is acomplete knave, worthy.to have the ve- 
-perable lrabit, which he has fo much diferaced, ftript over his 


ears, and thus to be left a public obje& of infamy and con- 
tempt, to earn his bread by his new occupatioh; an occupation 
‘as incompatible with that of a preacher of the gofpel, as are 
lying and flandering with religion and.virtue. He is the com- 
mot ally of Rome and Hell; a back-biter,~a railer, a falfe 
informer, and tale bearer, &c.—Moft of thefe. tropes are re- 
eated in every page, and not confined ‘to Dr. D————s, but 
liberally diftributed among thofe who are fuppofed to have 
adopted the opinions of the faid Dr, D s, touching ‘the 
faid A. B. Nay, he proceeds to ftigmatize'the very features of 
Dr. D——-—’s countenance, and pours fuch a torrent of falfe 
and infamous reproach againft the Dr’s parents, who are no 
longer alive to make him fmart for-his malice, that we would 
not have our paper ftained with a repetition of fach fhamelefs 
and indecent obloquy. Againft whom are all thefe epithets 
difeharged ? againit an ecclefiaftic of irreproachable morals, 
born a gentleman, regularly educated at the moft celebrated 
wniverfity of this ifland, diftinguifhed by his learning, and his 
labours againft infidelity, refpeéted by the greateft ornaments of 
our church, and even honoured bythe notice and approbation 
of his fovereign. On the other hand, let us remember from 
what quarter thefe articles of defamation come; from A. B, 
formerly of the fociety of Jefus, who pretends’ to have been 
profeffor of rhetoric at Rome and Macerata, as alfo counfellor 
of the inquifition at Macerata; who declares, that having been 
fhocked at the cruelty of the inquifition of Macerata, exercifed 
wpon his particular friend, count Vincenzo de la Torre, mar- 
ried to the daughter of Signior Conttantini of Fermo, he 
efcaped from Macerata, repaired to England, renounced the er- 
rors of the Roman catholic religion, and undertook to write an 
hiftory of the popes, in order to give the finifhing ftroke to the de- 
lufions of Rome. He was accordingly, by fome well-meaning 
perfons of this kingdom, confidered as a valuable acquifition to 
the proteftant faith, and favoured with a very large fubfcription. 
But, in the midft of thefe tranfaGtions, he was charged with im- 
It was alledged that long after he arrived in England, 





pofture. 


he maintained an intimate correfpondence with the Jefuits here 


refiding, openly profefied the Roman catholic religion, and 
even 
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even celebrated mafs; made profelytes to that faith, lent'a cons: 
fiderable fum of money (his all) to the Jefuits, and, in a ferieso 
of letters to father Sheldon, the provineial of the Jefuits. ia 
England, importuned him, in the moft earneft terms, that he 
might be received asa ftray theep brought back to the fold of 
their fociety. ‘Thefe allegations were fupported by the evidence. 
of perfons ftill alive, by producing feven of the letters id to 
be written with his own hand, and the books of the banker 
for the Jefuits who paid him his annuity. Mr..A. B. finding 
himfelf hard preffed, acknowledged the money tranfadtion >, 
but infifted upom it, that the letters were forged, and even, 
made affidavit of their being fpurious; a plea the more re-. 
markable, as: his hand-writing was perfetly well known te, 
many individuals in this capital, and in particular to one perfon., 
of indubitable credit, who advifed him asa friend, at the be~. 
ginning of the difpute, to own the letters, rather than expole. 
himfelf to further cenfure. The gentlemen, who had been in-, 
‘fenfibly. drawn in to exhibit him in his real colours to the, 
public, thinking it incumbent upon him to finith this work. of. 
deteétion, efpecially when. urged to it by perfons of the firit, 
confideration, procured a nuniber of original affidavits from» 
perfons of confequence in Italy, by which it appears that A. B.. 
never was profeffor of rhetoric at Rome or Macerata; that he. 
never was counfellor of the inquifition at Macerata ; that there 
was in fact no inquifition at Macerata; but a vicar fubje& to: 
the inquifitor at Ancona; that there was no fuch perfon as, 
count Vincenzo de la.-Torre, or any other perfon of that name. 
ever imprifoned by the inquifition; and that no daughter of 
Signor Conftantini of Fermo was ever married to any fuch 
perfon : that, however, there was fuch a perfon as A.. By 
firft ftudent in philofophy at Rome, and afterwards reader. 
of phyfics, in the fourth year of philofophy, catechift of 
the day brothers and girls, and one of the confultors to the 
re€tor of the Jefuits college at Macerata; a man of a very in- 
different charaéter, who fied from Italy on account of fome un- 
lawful commerce with a nun.’ Thefe affidavits, authenticated’ 
with all the ufual forms, are figned by the notary. Sig. Eufebio 
Antonio Calabrini, after having examined the regifters of the 
tribunal: by Profpero Afcenziarii, a canon of Macerata; by 
Jofeph Ignatius Zabberoni, inquifitor-general of A‘ncona ; by 
Criftiano Cap. Conftantini; by the notary, Andreas Cotoloni of 
Monte Santo; ahd by Hieronymus Ridolphi, provincial of the 
Roman’ provinces Thefe, and a number of letters relating 
to this impofture, and the feven ia A. B’s own hand-writing, 
are depofited, for the infpetion of the curious, in the Bodleian 
library. We have here only mentioned the effential articles, 
without enumerating other fubordinate inftances of fraud and’ 

ft impofture, 
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impofture, with refpe& to his age and ftudies, the adventure. 
of father Strachan’s horfe, which he is faid to have borrowed . 
at Douay, and fold for his own ufe at Calais ; his gallantries 
and intrigues in London, his affair of the woman and child, 
and his pretended money tranfaftion, relating to the church of 
St. Botolph. Whoever wants to be acquainted with all thefe 
particulars may perufe a pamphlet publithed in the year 1758, 
intituled, 4 complete and final DeteGion of A. B. &c. 


To all this evidence, he has not one fa& to oppofe, and in- 
deed, hardly any anfwer to make,. but this, that all thefe at- 
teftations are procured from Roman catholics, his profeffed 
enemies, whofe proteftations and oaths are not to be believed. 
How far this inference will be deemed conclufive, in a cafe that 
could not poffibly admit of any other evidence, we fhall leave 
the candid reader to determine; as alfo to judge, whether the 
fingle affirmation of one apoftate, ought to weigh againft a 
concatenation of concurring circumftances, a fimilitude of his 
hand-writing, in which no marks of forgery have ever appeared 
to the moft curious infpection of thofe to whom it was moft fa- 
miliar ; the atteftation by letter, of many creditable perfons, 
foreigners as well as natives; and the atteftation upon oath, of 
all thofe, without exception, who could be fuppofed acquainted 
with the tranfaction. We, ourfelves, have feen a letter from 
the celebrated father Bofcovich, equally eminent for his learn- 
ing and probity, bearing witnefs to the impofture of A. B. 
which letter, together with the affidavit of a perfon who ac- 
tually faw A. B. write one of the feven letters, and fome other 
authentic documents of hard digeftion, will, we underftafid, 
be foon publifhed in a recapitulation of the whole difpute. 
And then, Mr. A. B. “ to dinner with what appetite you 
may.” 

With refpe& to the argumentative part of the fummary, we 
fhall fay nothing more at prefent, but point out what we ap- 
prehend to be a point blank contradiction in the affertions of 
this Ex. Jefuit. In his fummary, page 137, he fays, ({peaking 
of Parifetti) ‘* the converfation lafted but a few minutes, for [ 
found at once, that the lackey, by faying that there was no in- 
quifition at Macerata, meant no more, than that there was no 
diftin& building there called the inguifition; which is true ; 
there being fuch diftin&: (diftin& from the Dominican church) 
only in the cities where there is an inquifitor-general, and even 
in very few of them.” We fhould be glad to know how the 
guondam profeffor of rhetoric will reconcile this paragraph with 
the following declaration in Bower’s anfwer to a fcurrilous 
pamphlet, publithed in 1757, page ii. “* Being arrived at the 


inguifition, 1 configned my prifoner inte the hands of the jailor, 
~ a lay- 
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4 lay brother of St. Dominic, who fhut him up in the dun- 
geon mentioned above, and delivered the key to me. I lay 
that night in the palace of the inguifition.” If there was no di- 
ftiné& building at Macerata called the inguifition, what was this 
palace? work upon that, Mr. A, B. —** There is no fach 
diftin& building but in the cities where there is an inquijfitor- 
general, &c.” does not this imply there was no inquifitor- 
general at Macerata? (which indeed is true) but how does 
this expreffion agree with the following affirmation im page 15. 
of the forementioned Bower’s anfwer, ‘‘ Note, under the in- 
quifition at Macerata, are the following cities, Macerata, To- 
lentino, Jeft; and Ofimo, the inquifitor himfelf refiding at 
Macerata, and his vicars in the other cities?” Or how does 
this agree with the affidavit of father Zabberoni, the inquifitor- 
general, who declares upon oath, in exprefs terms, that the 
vicar of the inquifition at Macerata was, and always had been 
from the beginning, fubjeé&t to the general. inquifition at An- 
cona? alas! poor Archy, the more you itir, “Tu. fai 
come la fimia, chi piu va in alto, piu moftra il culo.” 


But waving this part of the fummary; it will be expeéted 
that we fhonld take fome notice of the dirt hé has thrown at 
the reviewers, who according to his infinuation, are no better 
than mercenary varlets bribed to abufe him by the Jefuitical 
faction. ‘Though fuch a ridiculous abfurdity might poffibly oc- 
cur to a wretch nurtured in fraud, and grown old in impofture, 
who never felt the facred impulfe of truth, or conceived any 
motive that was not meanly felfifh; we will venture to fay 
that, if it was poffible to infpe& and examine what paffes in 
the breaft of A. B. relating to this circumftance, we fhould find 
his confcience giving the lie to his infinuation, which indeed 
was no other than the vehicle of his malice and revenge. 
Among the reviewers he has fingled out for the fubje& of his 
abufe, the author of the complete hiftory of England, as the 
moft virulent of all his adverfaries, as a tool of the Jefuits, a 
toad-eater to the Rev. Dr. D—s, a reviler of the conftitution 
under which he lives, and a wretched hiftorian ; who hath faved 
his neck from the pillory, by nothing elfe than writing incon- 
fiftently with his own principles. ‘The natural reply to fuch 
a charge, fo exhibited by a fcliow covered with difgrace, againft 
a gentleman of a fair character, who never engaged in the 
difpute againft him; we fay the natural reply would flow 








not from-the pen; were not the accufer rather the obje& of 
contempt than refentment; but he is doubly fafe in his old 
age and his infamy. - We thall, neverthelefs, give him the fa+ 
tisfaction to know that the author of the complete hiftory of 


England reviewed no part of the controverfy between him and 


Dr. 











£42 Bower's Hiftory of the Popet, Vol. V. 


and Dr. D——~s; and confequently is:entirely innocent of alt 
that virulence as well ‘as adulation whicly he has fo’ rafhly:laid 
to his charge. It was always that gentleman’s opinion, that too 
rnuch honour had been done A. B. in making hinv the fubjecd 
of fuch an inquiry ; that his performance would fink: by its own 
weight ; and tliar ‘the little articles of fraud and falfhood, which 
conftituted the chatge of impotture, might havé been much 
wore properly diftuffed at the cart’s tail, tham dt the’ bar of 
learning. and criticifm. After. this declaration, A. B. cannot 
think it ftrange that lie is now called upon to ‘point out thofe 
inflances of inconfiftency which faved Dr. Sa—~<¢ from public 
ftiame ; and thofe parts of his hiftory where he abufes' the con= 
ftitution undet which he lives. 1f he cannot point out thofe in- 
ftances, to prove the charge of fedition, which ftrikes at the 
very root of the hiftorian’s character, and ‘is manifeftly a breacli 
of the peace, he carinot be furprifed, or think himfelf ill ufed; 
fhould the author of the complete hiftory. of England have re- 
courfe-to the proteéion of that law which, from a tender re- 
gard to the peace of the community, has, in former times, not 
fcrupled. to’ infli€t penalties on am honeft man, adtuated by 
virtuous principles, for telling truth of a p c d——t, no- 
torioufly known to be fuch. And therefore it is to be hoped it 
will condignly punifh a d d k——e for having, from mo- 
tives of the moft rancorous malignity, traduced a character 
hitherto unimpeached. — The reviewers are alfo taxed with 
having taken no notice of two letters publifhed by one Mr. 
Arnold, expofing the wicked conduét of the jefuits towards 
A; B. &c. and-this omiffion of Arnold’s evidence, (faith the 
honeft A. B.) plainly fhews under whofe influence they write 
in the prefent difpute. — We will tell him under whofe influ- 
ence we write: under the influence of truth, conviction, and 
an honeft defire to dete& impofture. The pamphlet he men- 
tions never fell under our obfervation: that is the true reafor 
for its being omitted: but, we fhall take occafion to review it 
hereafter. In the mean time, we mu& declare, that.our con- 
vidtion is founded on faéts and circumftances which cannot be 
difproved, nor indeed affedted by the evidence of any one man. 
As for Mr. Arnold’s dealings with the jefuits, and the infamous 
commerce with his ’prentice, which he and they recriminate up- 
on. one another, Mr. A. B. may fee our fentiments of the dif- 
pute, in our Review for January, where we take notice of a 
book exprefly written againft the jefuits, under the title of 
** Authentic Memoirs concerning the Portuguefe Inquifition,”’ 
in whith Arnold’s pamphlet is mentioned. 








We have a very indiffetent opinion of the morals of the je- 
fuits; but; why wethould have a better opinion of A. B. who 
has 
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"has been.of that fociety, we cannot conceive, rc Ce que pou- 


lain prend en jeuneffe, il le cohtinue en vieilleffe.” We value 
the teftimony of the Jefuits no further than it agrees with rea- 
fon, pro¥ability, occular demonftration, and a feries of fads 
folemuly attefted by a cloud. of credible witneffes. After all, 
Mr. A. B. ought to have refmembered the Italian proverb, e me- 
glio piegar che feavexzar ; better bend than break.. He ought to 
have fquatted down quietly, ard let the ftorm blown over: in 
that cafe he might have paffed the evening of his days in prayet 
and repentance; but, “ Lupus pilum mytat non mentem: 
or, as Ariftophanes has it, Ovrors aainons rob xacguivor agbe Badiger. 
You can never teach a crab to go ftraight forward. * 


On the whole, when a convicted: finner exhibits genuine 
figns of forrow and compunétion; when he kiffes the rod, 
humbles himfelf in the fight of God and man, and in modeft re- 
tirement, fincerely ftrives to make his peace with heayen ; je 
then becomes the obje& of chriftian compaffion ; it isthe duty of 
his fellow-creatures to encourage his return to virtue, and gently 
draw the veil of oblivion over his offence: but fhould a hoary 
ct be checked in his evening ‘career, and with fhamelefs 
brow infult the man, who, for the public good, pulled off 
the mafque of his impofture; fhould he difclaim conyi€ton, fet 
common fenfe at defiance, retort his own crimes upon the in- 
nocent, with the moft inveterate malice, with the -moft afto- 
nifhing effrontery; fhould he hurl his undiftinguifhing ven- 
geance with a defperate hand, and employ the laft, preciqus 
moments of his life in propagating calumny, and extendi 
delufion ; let his grey hairs defcend to the grave unpitied, and 
his mémory be ever held in deteftation and difdain. 
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Arr. X. Seafonable Hints: from an Honeft Dau on the prefent 
. gmiportant Grifis of a New Reign and a New Parliameyt, 80. 
Pr..xs..Miillar. 


A 7 HETHER or not the candour of thofe in-power will 
allow the hints conveyed by this little produion, to flow 
from an upright heart, we will not prefume to decide ; they 
certainly proceed from an able head, perfectly acquainted with 
the Britith conftitution, eminently filled in the knowledge of 
courts, the intrigues of the cabinet, and the prefent fituation 
of affairs. At ajun@ure when the .acceflion of a young mo- 
nargh, the diffolution of an: old parliament, the’ peculiar cir- 
cumftances of a deftructively fuccefsful war, and the hourly 
changes and promotions among placemen, excite a general tu- 
yoult ‘and ferment in the nation, this fenfible monitor op- 
«You. XI, March 1761, R portunely 
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portunely fteps forth, to whifper falutary advice into the ear of 
the fovereign, to warn him againft the artful applications of 
every fet of courtiers, and demonftrate to him the neceffity of 
convincing his people, that they have a prince on the throne, 

who, knowing that he reigns in the hearts of his united fub- 

jeQts, is determined not to refign himfelf tamely to the infolent 

pretenfions of any confederacy of minifters. The manner 

(fays our author) in which fuch a faétion is treated, at its firft 

appearance, will have very decifive confequences : it will deter- 
mine whether the monarch is to reign with that full extent of 
power, which our well-poifed government allows to the crown, 

or whether he is to content himfelf with the fhadow of royalty, 

while a fet of undertakers for his bufinefs intercept his imme- 

diate communication with his people, and exert. the legal pre- 

rogatives of their mafter, to eftablifh the illegal claims of fac- 

tious oligarchy. To confirm his own confequence, and fecure 

his eafe, the fovereign muft begin his reign with fuch fteadi-- 
nefs of conduct, as may convince all who approach him, that 

he knows it is the duty of his minifters to depend upon him : 

he muft evince his refolution to. break all fa€tious connections 

and confederacies ; he muft be able to check the importunities 

of grafping ambition, and fteadily fay 205 the judicious ufe of 
which expreflive monofyllable, will fave him a world of trouble, 

and be the only means of preferving his future honour and 

dignity. 

In the illuftration of this do&rine, our ingenious author de- 
clares he has no view to the condué of individuals; and we are 
willing to give credit to his word, from our defire to fee fenti-. 
ments fo worthy of a Britifh patriot, untin&tured with acri- 
mony, felfifh motives, or private refentments. He proceeds : 
* Our kings have fometimes given fuch an unlimited indulgence 
to their minifters, that thofe put into employments fcarcely 
ever looked up to the throne to own their obligations. In con- 
fequence, the minifters ufed the influence of the crown to make 
it fubmit to themfelves; and having once acquired a number 
of dependents, purchafed by an arbitrary diftribution of the 
king’s bounty, they had the infolence to urge the number of 
their dependents, as a reafon why the king fhould bow to their: 
minifterial omnipotence. A prince, continues he, intimidated’ , 
by fuch cabals, hardly deferves pity, becaufe he has the means, 
had he the fpirit, to affert his liberty. ‘The minifter, however 
powerful, borrows his whole luftre from the radiance of the 
crown, which being removed, he finks into obfcurity.’ 


After a variety of judicious refle&tions on the prefent pofture 


of affairs, our author has recourfe to a late period of our hif- 
tory, 
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tory, when an affociated band of infolent minifters prefumed- 
to affront and ‘diftrefs the fovereign, by deferting the helm: of: 
{tate at a moft critical junfure. 


« What fhould we think of foldiers fays he, who threaten theic 
general to abandon his ftandards, when the enemy is in fight, 
tinying not for want of pay, but in hopes to extort from him 
unreafonable gratifications? What opinion could we have of. 
a. crew of failors, who, when their fhip was in danger of finking, | 
fhould refufe to ftand to the pump, and threaten to go off in 
the long-boat, unlefs the mafter fhould fubmit to be put in’ 
irons, and allow them to divide the cargo ? or, to ufe an illu 
tration perhaps ftill more fimilar to the tranfa€tion now alluded 
to, what notion could we have of the charaéters of a fet of do-’ 
meftics, who, in order to force an indulgent mafter to fubmit 
to them, fhould infift on his difmiffing every friend from his 
houfe ; require him to take into his family fome of their own 
dependents, who had perfonally ufed him ill, and whofe pre-' 
fence might be neceffary to affift them in enflaving him ; and 
finding him averfe to compliance, fhould take occafion, when 
they faw his houfe on fire, to threaten, in a body, they would 
abandon him, at that dangerous conjuncture, unlefs he yielded 
immediately to all their infolent demands ? ——The quef- 
tions I now ftate, but faintly defcribe the odious circumftances 
of an affciation of minifters, within the memory of many, but 
exactly when, I won’t fay, who finding that, though they had 
forced their fovereign to fubmit to many mortifying indignities 
and galling conceffions, he had too delicate a fenfe of honour 
not to make. refittance againft fome of their demands, had re- 
courfe to an a& of faétious infolence, of which no preceding 
part of our hiitory furnifhed an example. For, at a time when 
every honeft fubje&t onght to have had full employment in 
foothing the diftreffes of majefty, and in defending the totter- 
ing throne; when faétion fhould have fufpended its ambjtious 
intrigues, to. oppofe daring difaffection, and too fuccefsfyl re- 
bellion ; at that very initant, the nation faw with amaze, 
ment a formal confederacy entered into by the king’s fervants, 
affociating to refign, in a body, in hopes that their unhappy. 
fovercign, alarmed-ta be abandoned at fuch a crifis of public 
danger, might be induced to comply with every demand of their 
infolent ambition, which, hitherto, he had refufed to to, gratify. 


‘If my memory fails me not, it was not much Ftd a week 
after a fecond victory gained over the king’s forces by the re- 
bels, that this rebellion in the cabinet broke outs; a rebellion 
which impartial pofterity will, perhaps, look upon as equally 
sznatural with that of the rebel lords, who were then in arms 
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againft the crown, whofe open treafons could fcarcely exceed. 
in guilt, the fecret cabals of the afociated band of minifters, who, 

by their conduét on this occafion, convinced the world that it 

was the principal article in their political creed, that they had 

a right to force the king to conftitute them his council of re- 

gency, and that the throne was not to be fupported, uniefs the 
prince who fat upon it confented to bear their yoke. 


‘ Happy had it been for the prince, on whofe independence 
this amazing attempt was made; happy had it been for the 
public if he had thrown himfelf upon his parliament then fit- 
ting, for proteétion againft the infolence of a fet of men, whom 
he had gratified with power, loaded with riches, and invefted 
with honours! Had he done this, powerful as the confede- 
racy might think themfelves, the Englifh generofity would have 
fired; the caufe of injured majeity would have become the caufe 
of a loyal public; and thofe minifters, whofe undutifulnefs had: 
only rifen from exceflive indulgence, would have learnt, that 
aking of England need only ,e/ his own confequence to make 
thofe feel it who infult him.’ 


Next our author demonftrates the danger which arifes to the 
fovereign power and public liberty, from the undue influence 
of minifters over the freedom of parliament, which becomes 
a mere ftate-engine in their hands, to ftamp a value on the 
hafeft metal, and to give every bad meafure the fanétion of na- 
tional confent. He then turns his eyes to the fteady condu& 
of the prefent reign, the indifcriminate choice-of good men out 
of all parties, and the fovereign’s placing near his own perfon, 
men who would owe nothing to minifterial importunity, be- 
caufe they always oppofed minifterial influence. He admo- 
nifhes the landed intereft vigoroufly to oppofe the election of 
money-jobbers to feats in the enfuing parliament, becaufe their 
fole view is to purchafe, by an implicit obedien¢e to the mini- 
fter, the contraéts, the jobs, the fubfcriptions, the loans, the 
remiftances, and a thoufand beneficial employments in his gift. 
He exhorts the new parliament to ftem, with vigour, the torrent 
of corruption, to enquire with diligence into-the caufes of the 
increafe of our immenfe debt, and to devife effectual means of 
leffening the enormous capital, and diminifhing ‘the public 
taxes. ‘The means he would feem to point out, are a religious 
application of the /inking fund to the payment of the national 
incumbrances, a thorough reformation of the innumerable 
abufes and frauds committed in colleGting the revenue, and a 
rigid fcheme of public cconomy, Even the fingle article of 
unneceflary penfions, which corruption has fo amazingly en- 
creafed, would be a confiderable annual fund, to enable a vir- 
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tuous monarch to purfue. the glorious work of refcuing tlie 
itate. Lia ‘ : re “ 3 '? ad 
Our author likewife thinks ‘it incumbent on a free and inde- 
pendent parliament, fuch as he hopes the enfuing will prove, 
to enquire immediately into the firft rife and rapid progtefs of 
our prefent aftonifhingly multiplied incumbrances, an parti- 
cularly to fift carefully to the bottom the fiate of the navy ac- 
counts. Upon this fubje& he. feems extremely intelligent ; 
but we are of opinion he glances with an invidious, eye at cer- 
tain individuals, which weakens the force of his Sreemments 
Upon the whole, though poffibly not without prejudices, paf- 
fions, and private interefts, our author writes with moderation, 
energy, precifion, and that {pirit of freedom becoming a Bri- 
tifh patriot, and an Jozef man... ptarngt . 
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Arr. Xfi. 4 , foort Account af the Ancéent Hiflory, Prefent.Gaver- 
ment, and Laws of the Republic of Geneva, By George Keate, 
E/y; 8uo: Pr. 3s. Dodfley. ie 7 iit 


H E. eye of a reader is immediately Struck with the fplen- 
did appearance of this’ little performangg atid the no- 
velty of an Englith dedication to Monf. de Voltaire; with whom 
it feems our author had contraéted an acquaintance abroad. 
The diminutive republic of Geneva becomes an. object worthy 
regard from the wifdom of. its.conftitution, the academic tran- 
quility of its fubjeéts, and, that primitive fimplicity of man- 
ners, which eminently diftingnifhes this happy people. We 
behold it as the perfect model of a fuperb {trpture, where 
every part of the edifice is diftin@ly reprefented in miniature : 
we admire the harmony, proportion, and exact mmetry of 
the fabric, and, perhaps, the more becaufe the"é: Cah at one 
glance comprehend the whole obje&. Other republics attract 
our curjofity on account of their grandeur, power, antiquity, 
or fome particular laws or cuftoms : Geneva founds its whole 
importance on the philofophical conftruction of the govern- 
ment, and fage, regular, and truly ftoical mannefts Of the ci- 
tizens. Mr. Keate, indeed, exhibits only a faint fketch of this 
republic ; but even here we can trace the hand of a mafter, 
poflibly too indolent to give thé laft finithing ‘to his piece. 
What chiefly recommends this performance is ifs novelty. “No 
writer that we know, except Spon, has touched upon the fub- 
je& in fo explicit a manner, as to merit the name of an hifto- 
rian. Travellers have contented themfelves with the fuperfieies, 
none of them attempting to difclofe the fecret fprings of go- 


vernment, or defcribe the whole political machine, though, 
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from the conftitution of Geneva, fpeculative writers upon go 
vernment might deduce fome excellent hints, which they 
might adopt with the lefs fcruple, as they are confirmed by prac- 
tice. Here we fee the fecurity of Venice without the tyranny 
of its ftate-inquifition, and the prudence without the prolixity 
of Holland. Every member of the ftate enjoys the moft per- 
feé&t liberty, and all are flattered with the hopes of one day bear- 
ing a fhare in the direétion of the government. The fovereign 
power is invefted in the general Council, the council of tawo hun- 
dred, and the council of tawenty-five. The power of affembling 
the firft council is lodged in the two laft, probably as a barrier 
againft dernocracy. ‘The general council enjoys the legiflative 
power, the council of two hundred the judicial, and the council 
of twenty-five the executive power; and both thefe laft are re- 
ciprocally a check upon each other, as the council of twenty- 
five is eleéted by that of two hundred, which, in its turn, is con- 
voked by the leffer council. By this means the government 
would feem to be equally hedged in againft democracy on the 
one hand, and ariftocracy on the other, though we are told by 
the moft judicious modern travellers, that it has an inclination 
to the latter, yet for what reafon we are incapable of per- 
ceiving. It is not fufficient that the judicious manufcript of 
Gautier fhould, as we are told, be fuppreffed, becaufe he vin- 
dicates and extends the piebeian power ; this would prove as 
dangerous to true liberty, as the enlargement of the preroga- 
tives of the fmaller departments. 


We fhall now give a {ketch of the rights of the feveral councils, 
which our author calls their attributes. The general council is 
compofed of the burghers who have attained the age of twenty- 
five years; their number ufually amounting to 1500, exclu- 
five of the members abroad in foreign countries. This coun- 
‘cil has the power of making laws; of electing the chief magif- 
trates ; of declaring peace and war; of forming alliances, 
raifing fubfidies; reje€ting or approving all bargains re{pecting 
the exchange or alienation of lands belonging to the pub- 
lic; of borrowing money, and of renewing, augmenting, 
erecting, or altering the fortifications. We are not informed 
whether the decrees of this affembly are determined by a ma- 
jority of voices ; it is probable they are, to avoid altercation in 
fo numerous a body, which would naturally arife, notwith- 
ftanding all matters are previoufly deliberated in the leffer 
councils, In ele&ing magiftrates, the feveral votes are reli- 
gioufly concealed, to prevent animofity : and difcord among the 
fubjects of the ftate. 


By the powers delegated on the council of two hundred, it b¢- 
comes the fupreme court of judicature 5 it has the prerogative of 
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pardoning criminals ; of difpofing of all important siantth of 
electing the council of twenty-five, and of deliberating what 


fhall be propofed in the general affembly. 


The “ttle council »" twenty-five is chofen out of the mem- 
bers of the immediately fuperior council ; and in this body is 
lodged the executive power of whatever refpeéts the law of na- 
tions. It°takes cognizance of all motions, which are not of 
fufficient" importance to demand a meeting of the two hun- 
dred; of all trivial offences againft the police and government 
of the city ; of all civil caufes. without appeal, where the mat- 
ter in debate does not exceed twenty-five. pounds in value. It 
nominates to the fmaller public employments ; it fummons the 
council of two hundred at pleafure ; it has the management of 
the finances, and the power of creating burgeffes.. This 
council fits conftantly ; the general afiembly meets every half 
year, and oftener on prefling emergencies; and the council of 
two hundred is convoked on the firft Monday of every month. 


It is remarkable that in Geneva there is no code of criminal 
punifhment, but only of the procefs ; even the civil code con- 
tains fo few laws, that all determinations muft, in a great mea- 
fure, be arbitrary, However, the power of the judges is re- 
{trained by the liberty of remonftrance allowed to every citi- 
zen, and of appeal to the council of twenty-five, where the 
fentence is revifed, and again recommended to the judges for 
their further deliberation. This is the faé&, and not what Mr. 
Keate alledges, of every burgefs’s being allowed to make “ de- 
claration to the magiftrates of any abufe he conceives com- 
mitted, or any plan which he imagines may conduce to the good 
of the public, on the receipt of which the council of twenty- 
five is obliged to debate.’ Our author, though he differs from 
“Spon in this material circumftance of the legiflature, makes 
‘fome pretty refle€&tions on the tendency of this liberty permit- 
‘ted to the citizens, fhould they ever relax from the fcrupulous 
exaCtnefs required to preferve the political balance. From this 
inftitution, fo favourable to public freedom, arifes another 
council, affembed only in difficult fituations. When any affair 
of extraordinary delicacy comes before the council of twenty- 
five, they call thirty-five members from the council of two hun- 
dred, who with themfelves conftitute a body called the council 
of fixty. The utility of this council we muft confefs. is to us 
-extremely myfterious. It is certainly a miftake, that an affem- 
bly of fixty are capable of determining more equitably than ano- 
ther of twenty-five. Should it be imagined that increafing the 
number of the leffer council, is a greater fecurity to liberty, 
why might not the affair be at once fubmitted to the council of 
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two hundred, to the general. affembly y, or at leaft tothe union 
of thetwo finaller councils ? This inftitution feems, therefore, to 


be a peculiarity in the government of Geneva founded upon 
no dire& reafon, : ' 


Tn this little republic the chief mapiftrates are thé four fyn- 
dics, chofen from the /ittle council, and vefted with the power of 
punithing, imprifoning, but. not of ardoning after '‘commit- 
ment; a lieutenant of police, atintallp ele€ted from the fame 
body ; a treafurer-general ; fix auditeurs du droit, who take 
cognizance of petty, civil, and criminal caufes; and a précureur- 
general, whofe bufinefs it is to fuperintend ‘thofe laws which 
yefpect the rights and dominions of the republic, 


We cannot forbear mentioning one mode of punifhment al- 
moft peculiar to Geneva, and not very confiftent with the li- 
berty and juftice profefied in the genera) plan of government. 
¢ If one (fays our author) who is deemed guilty of a capital 
offence, flies from juftice into a foreign. ftate, procefs iffues 
againft him, and he is fummoned feyeral days by found of 
trumpet, to appear by a certain time, and aniwéer to his charge, 
If, in his abfence, he is found guilty, upon the examination 
of witneffes, his effigy is painted ona board, with his name un- 
derneath, and is brought before the judges, who are feated on 
a tribunal in the open ait; upon which, after a fummaty of 
the procefs is read to the people, the frf /yndic delivers to the 
fecretary of the council his fentence, which being publifhed, 
the effigy is carried to execition with the fame formalities 
as if the criminal was himfelf prefent; from that time he is 
reputed civily dead, and, if he fhould return afterwards, the 
{tate only. proves his identity, and juftice condués him in reality 
to his fate.’ 


This cuftom, it is apparent, may be produtive of oppreflion 
and injuftice. Let us fuppofe aman perfecuted by a faction, or 
loaded with debts at the time he is accufed of fome-capital -of- 
fence. The fear of his creditors, or the malevolence of party, 
prohibits his appearing in his own defence. He is condemned 
upon fuch evidence as appears to the judges, though poffibly 
the very circumfiance that ought to acquit him lies concealed 
on accognt of his abfence. Is it not unreafonable, that he 
fhould not be able to demand. a re-hearing of his cafe ; and 
fhould not the fame reafons take place here as in civil caufes, 
where, upon further proofs, a fecond trial is granted ? 


There is another law peculiar to this government, which we 
think bears hard upon the. fubje& ; it is the démand of ten 
per cent, made by the ifate, upon every man who alienates the 
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whole, or 4 part, of his latided property:  Thefe imperfeGtions, 
if they can be called’ fuch, @re howéver afaply compenfated by 
a great nuthber of admirable inftitutions, which 
rendér this form of government thé wonder of tlie greateft po- 
liticians. As we cannat, however; without exceeding the limits 
prefcribed to the articlé, purfae our adthior through the a- 
nutiz of the, little republic of Geneva, it isfufficient we ap- 
prize the reader, that he has handled ‘this fubjedt more auon- 
rately and explicitly than any other. atitho?, wnlefS we except 
Gautier, whofe manufetipt, it is probable, he*has confaktedy 
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Foreign ArTicies. : 
Arr. XII, Memoire Jur. les Defrichmtens, .12mo. Paris, / 


- ‘Work honoared ‘with the notice of the Frerich poverh- 
ment, ‘and récdthiterided to the attention and tegard of 
every induftrious fubjeét,. cannot but.prove ufeful and accepta- 
ble-in,this country, notwithftanding the difference of our con- 
ftitution, cuftoms, foil, and climate, , The general-principles 
of agriculture and politics will at leaft bé applicable to our 
fituation, and frequently we may profit by the author’s particu- 
lar directions, which are always founded upon good fenfe-andac- 
curate experiment, He does not, in the manner of other.political 
writers, launch out into, vague {peculations and refingd reafoii- 
ings upon the utility of ibandry ; but taking’ that fof grant- 
ed, he exhibits a detail of precepts to guide the labours of the 
farmer, and inftrué him in what he ought to perform, ahd 
what to avoid. His book is the refult of P Ricvitions, b ually 
exact and eafily practifed; but to give.it greater value, ‘ad ret 
der his knowledge more extenfive, the ingenious author has 
traverfed the greateft part of. Europe, carrying with him that 
keen {pirit of curiofity, which fuffers nothing to efcape his at- 
tention, and afterwatds comparing, examining, and trying by 
experiment, the various methods of improvement, colleétéd 
from the practice of other nations. | “i . 


The work is divided -into two parts: the firft is merely prac- 
tical, containing a clear detail of the different methods of 
clearing and fertilizing various kinds of foil: the fecond joing 
to practice a theory, calculated to confittn; extend, and facili- 
tate the rules exhibited; to’ prove the advantages that will re- 
. fult, and encourage the landed gentlemen fo cultivate the ufe- 
lefs, fallow, barren parts of their eftates. He begins with ob- 
fervations upon foils, which he dividés into bad, indifferent, 
and good, defcribing eath with great minutenels, the — 
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_of their batrennefs, or fertility, and the means)of i improving 
-the one, and preventing the other from being run out and im- 
poverifhed, Next he proceeds to relate his peadlice for twenty 
years back, in cultivating his eftates in Anjou ; and the effeéts 
were fuch as cannot but afford fatisfaction. ‘To fee barren 
heaths, and ufélefs marfhes, converted into fruitful fields and 
verdant paftures ; to fee acountry before almoft defolate, covered 
- with houfes, and filled with inhabitants, and the poor, naked, 

Mtarving beggars, raifed by the force of. labour to plump, com- 
fortable, and-wealthy tenants, are the ftrongeft recommenda- 
tions of our author’s fkill, fagacity, and public fpirit. With 
refpe& to the general political remarks~ difperfed through the 
performance, they proceed more from experience than reflec- 
tion : they are, in general, borrowed from the prattice of other 
countries ; and the parochial police recommended, particu- 
larly with refpe& to the poor, has unfuccefsfully been tried in 
England ; a country, with all its wealth and induftry, more op- 


preffed than any other with vagrants and beggars. 


Upon the whole, we doubt not but this performance will be 
well received in England ; and to render it more univerfally ufe- 
ful, we fhould be glad to fee a tolerable tranflatién of a writer 

Qui mores hominum multorum vidit et arva. 





Art. XIII. J] libro di Giobbe recato dal Tefto Ebreo in verfi Ita- 
liani. Dal facerdote Giaunto Cerutti, §. 7. D. 8vo. Turin, 


ESIDES the poetical merit of this tranflation of the book of 
"Job, the ingenious author has fhewn great critical fagacity 
in removing all thofe difficulties in the text, which have per- 
plexed the learned. His preface is a beautiful differtation on 
the genius of the Eaftern tongues, and an excellent apology for 
the freedom and boldnefs of the verfion. -It is aftonifhing, 
how he has been able to convey the daring metaphors, and tur- 
gid phrafeology of the Hebrew, in the foft, effeminate lan- 
“guage of modern Italy; yet this he has effected in a manner 
that equally evinces his genius and erudition. 


. Job, imprecating the hour of his exiftence, breaks out into 
the following truly poetical exclamation : 


* O notte rea! caligine profonda 
T’invalva, il nome tuo fra le fue notti 
Niun mefe, e fra’ fuoi di nium anno accolga ; 
- Ecco rimanti folitaria, e lieto 
Canto non fda in te, ti maledica 
Chi maledire i giorni infaufti, e ognora 
A fufcitar Leviatan ¢ pretfto,’ By 
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By Leviatlian, our author underftands an evil genius, ‘or fpi- 
rit of darknefs, invoked by tachanters in their magical’ orgies, 
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Art. XIV. Spore aux Mafe Ser les Bick So a la Me. 
tromanie. 


HIS ae writer complains in cxéellent rhim 
the mufes of the pain, the toil, and the torture’ nest 


tig ; though his verfes flow with fo much eafe, as convinces 
us that he was delivered of this pretty little produ@tion of ‘the 
brain, without feeling the keeneft throws of poetical labour. ” 


The following fpecimen is fufficient proof.of our affertion::,.: 


*Depuis long-temps foumis aux loix-de votre empire, | 
Je cultive, fans fruit, le vain talent d’écfire. 
Dois-je-continuer; & dans ce dur métiet 
Faut-il perdre toujours mon temps & mon papier ? 
Céderai-je au penchant dont la force m’entraine ? 

' Ou par d’heureux efforts combattrai-je.ma veine ? 
Mais que n’ai-je point fait, pour vaincre fes accés ? 
Que de moyens tentés & toujours fans faccés ! 
Cependant ma raifon, critique pointilleufe, 
Applique fur mes Vers fa cenfure orgueilleufe, 
Sombre, inquiet, réveur, loin du monde & du bruit, 
Je paffe, 4 les polir, & le jour & la nuit. 

Leurs défauts importuns laffent ma patience : 
Tout m’arréte, le fon, le nombre, la cadence.’ 
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Art. XV. L’Art Oratoire reduit en Examples, par M. Gerard 
de Benat. 4 Vols. 12m0. Amfterdam, | 


© iia I$ colleétion of examples in eloquence is introduced 
by a.prefatory difcourfe on the nature, powers, advan- 
tages, and object of elocution, in which the writer, without 
advancing any thing new, has difplayed a confiderable thare of 
judgment and erudition. He divides his plan into fourteen 
chapters, treating under each of a feparate part of oratory, and 
illuftrating his precepts by extracts from the moft celebrated 
writers, of whom he likewife gives a fhort character. Our au- 
thor’s genius in drawing, we by no means admire; a kind of 
famenefs runs through all his characters ; he wants that happy 
talent of touching only the diftinguifhing features. Voltaire, 
ina few pages of the fecond volume of his Siecle, does more 
honour to the wits of Lewis’s reign (the celebrated era of tafte 
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and literature) than thé wliole elaborate work of Renat. Sach 
is the fuperiority of genius over induftry. 
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Ant. XVI, Letiges Choifies de Chrittine, Reine de Suede, 2 Def- 
cartes, Gaffer, Grotius, Boyle, Pafcal, au Prince de Condé, 
au Duc #Orleans, Se. 2 Vols. L2mo. Paris. — 


Tt has been the miieetiae, fays Mr. Harte, of ve uae. 

countable princefs, to have been.more fpoken of in hiftories 
and. memoirs than half her female, contemporaries ; .and, in- 
deed, few perfons have been fe much the fubje& of ridicule and 
admiration, of fatire and of panegyric. Chriftina, with the 
fpirit, underftanding, and elevated -génits of a heroine, had 
the vanity and iaconftancy of her fex, to which fhe facrificed 
her throne and glory. She afpired at being fupreme in litera- 
ture, while fhe neglegted. the moft difficult .of all arts,—that of 
governing her people, upon which fhe might have founded folid 
reputation. She would be thought to have tafte at the very 
time the was clipping the inimitable. paintings ef Titian,, to 
make them fit the pannels of her gallery. ‘The Roman conful, 
who told his foldiers, that if they broke the precious ftatues 
they were removing from Corinth, he would oblige them to put 
others in their place, did not betray more infenfibility. _Chrif- 
tina, in quitting her throne, imagined the fhould attra@ ihe ad- 
miration of all Europe ; fhe believed, »that neither the raft of 
time, or the love-of novelty, fhould ever be able to obliterate 
an action fo ftrikiagly noble ; but fhe: only difcovered her. igno- 
rance of the human mind. The ardour of public curiofity 
demands continual fupplics ; and Chriftina perceived, in the 
words of the celebrated Nani, after her abdication,’that a 
queen without dominions is a divinity without a temple; her 
worfhip is foon negleéted, and her name forgot. It.was her 
fenfe of this truth which engaged her in a variety of. intrigues, 
to recover the crown fhe had fo wantonly refigned, and failing 
in this purfuit, to acquire the fevereignty of a people more bar- 
barous than her own. This circumftance of her offering her- 
felf a candidate for the crown of. Poland is little known, but 
well attefted. It has efcaped her elaborate biographer Arken- 
holtz, though it was perfeétly well known at the court of France, 
as appears by her letters to the prince of Condé. 


The editor of this collection fays, that fhe intrigned. by 
means of her agent at. Warfaw, againft the intereft of the 
ptince of Condé: but he probably means the. prince -of 
Conti, who was certainly a candidate at this time for thecrown 
of Poland. He likewife {peaks of Chriftina’s letters to Gro- 


tius and Defcartes, though we do not find a fingle line in the 
collection 
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tolle&tion toeither of thefe celebrated writers.. Nor is this the 
only blunder upon which he has flumbledn the very front of 
his performance. He mentions. Chriftina’s letters, written in 
1651, to the duke of Orleans, regent of France 5 though we 
are pretty fure that prince had not then received his exiftence ; 
the prince he means was grand uncle to the regent, Such 
gious miftakes cannot but prejudice us againft a publication, 
which comes recommended by nothing but the name of Chrif 
tina, and the fpecioufnefs of a title page, that cannot be ex~ 
ceeded ineffrontéry by the moit impudent fcribbler in the loftiett 
apartment of Grub-itreet. . . 
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Art. 17. The Hiftory of the Ruffian Empire under Peter the Great. 
By Made Voltaire. Vol. I. 8v0, Price 5%  Nourfe. 


MONG the foreign articles of a former Number *, we 
gave fo minute an account of this excellent performance, 
that it would be unneceffary to refume the fibje&. It will be 
fufficient to remark in this place, that Mr. Voltaire has humo- 
Foufly ridiculed in his preface, the pedantic pfelefs labours. of 
thofe antiquaries, who {pend their lives in tracing the origin . 
of the moft remote and ancient nations, through the varions 
conjeftures and labyrinths of doubt and perplexity. Thus, 
for inftance, they now pretend to prove, that the Chinefe are. 
defended from ‘the Egyptians. ‘ An ancient author informs us, 
that Sefoftris the Egyptian went as far as the river Gangess 
now if he went fo far, he might goto China, which is at 4 

reat diftance from the Ganges; therefore he went thither s 
therefore China was not then peopled ; and therefore it is evi- 
dent that Séfoftris peopled China. The Egyptians at their 
feafts ufed to light up candles; the Chinefe have lantergs; 
there can be therefore no manner of doubt'but the Chinefe are 
an Egyptian colony. Again, the Egyptians have a large river, 
and fo have the Chinefe; laftly, it is evident that the firft ki 
of China bore the fame names as the ancient kings of Egypt ; 
for in thé name of the family of Yu, we may find chard telSy 
which’ in a ‘different manner. of arrangement, will form the 
word Menes. It is therefore inconteftible, that the emperor 
derived his name from Menes king of Egypt; and the em- 
peror K? is evidently king Atos, by changing & into 4.and 
# into toes.” ) ; : . 

“The tranflation is not incorre&, but.we cannot call it elegant. 


allies 





i id 


* Vid. Critical Review, Numb. 58. 
Art. 
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Art. 18. Remarks upon the Trial of W. Sutton, EG; By au 
Impartial Bye-Stander. 8v0. Pr. 1s. Sibthorpe. - 


After a fuppofed criminal has been folemnly tried and ac- 
quitted by. the laws of his country, mankind are imagined to 
be fully fatisfied of his innocence. How extraordinary then 
muft it.appear to fee our feeble fcribbler ftepping forth the 
champion of a gentleman’s fame, already fufficiently purified 
and whitened in the hands of thofe admirable bleachers, of the. 
long robe ? Is not this fuppofing, that the ftains of brufal bar- 
barity, and unmanly cruelty, have not been thoroughly dif- 
charged, and that the decifions of a court aré not fatisfactory 
proofs to the judgment of individuals? Could Mr. S——~’s 


' bittereft enemy have invented a more effeétual method of de- 


ftroying his fame, than by publifhing remarks upon a trial, in 
which the evidences fwore, in exprefs contradiction to each 
other, without pointing out the circumftance that determined 
the jury to acquit him ? Our author does not pretend to af- 
firm, that there appeared any premeditated malice on the fide 
of the profecutor, who was an jntire ftranger to the perfon of 
the prifoner. He does not deny but the evidences were as clear, 
confiftent, and explicit, againft as for the prifoner. He does 
not deny but all the evidences fwore, that the unhappy lady 
perfifted to the laft in declaring that fhe had received wounds 
from the hand of S He even allows, that the medical 
entlemen declared the orifice, of what they called an abfcefs, 
greatly refembled a wound made by a penknife. He does not 
deny, that the evidence given before the court by the nurfe, was 
diametrically oppofite to what fhe fwore at the coronet’s in- 
queft. He even acknowledges, that the teftimony of the pri- 
foner’s beft witnefs, was fo daring and prefumptuous, as to 
force a hifs from the audience. He gives no reafon why the 
prifoner had not furrendered himfelf to juftice before the death 
of the only evidence, fuppofed capable of determining his guilt 
or innocence, beyond difpute. He paffes fuperficially over the 
fteady uniform evidence of Elizabeth Honeyball. He treats in 
the fame manner the evidence of Mr. Drake, a gentleman of 
credit, who fwore that the unhappy lady declared to him fhe 
had two wounds, which muft prove fatal to her life. He con- 
feffes, that captain Holland, and Ann Knight, gave a clear and 
circumftantial evidence, with refpe& to the conftant affeveration 
of the deceafed, that fhe had been wounded by the prifoner. 
He feems to imagine that the phyficians opinion, that the erup- 
tions, called wounds, were a critical difcharge, ought to have 
more weight than the dying teftimony of the fufferer. Ina 
ward, 
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word, he has done all in his power to render pro blematical an 
affair which the world would imagine fafficiently clear, from* 
the jury’s aequainting his lordfhip, that he might fave himfelf 
the trouble of fumming up the evidence. This is the misfor- 
tune of employing bad counfel; for we are well affured of oor 
writer’s fincéte intention to ferve his client. To conclude; we 
muft avoid Blaming the negligence of our advocate, in not 
commenting upon his lordthip’s reply to the jury, when the’ 
prifoner thanked him for the candour and juftice he had 
fhewn——‘ The jury are your judges, and not me.’ 


Art. 19. An additional Scene to the Comedy of the Minor. 8a, - 
Pr. od. Williams. 
Mr. Foote here pays the tax which dulnefs is fure to levy 
upon genius. 


Art. 20. A mode/?, loyal, and unanfwerable Apology, for not com- 
plying with the Orders (firft or laff) of the Lord Marfoal, re- 
lating to a general Mourning. 800. Pr. 1s. Cooper. 


The wit and argument of this performance are entirely 
thrown away upon fhallow reviewers, too dull of appeehen 
fion to folve enigmas and fathom myfteries, : 





Art. 21. An Occafianal Epifile. to W » Wenn be-=-m. 8006. 


Pr. 6d. Cooke. 


Our honeft Quaker attacks. with all the fury of zeal, and ve- 
hemence of loyalty, an expreffion unfortunately dropt by a. 
right reverend writer, in the preface to his late edition of a per- 
formance, which has for years been a bone of contention to 
the critics. The doctor laments, that he had lived to fee what 
the lawgivers have always feemed to dread as the certain prog-- 
noftic of public defolation, that fatal crifis, when religion “3 
loft its hold on the minds of a people. This our author con- 
ftrues into a’ Tefle&tion on the prefent royal family, and of con- 
fequence | labours ftrenyoufly to refute the allegaticn, ‘The 


Quaker is not deftitute of humour. 


Art. 22. Of Fuftification by Faith and Works. A Dialogue betaveen 
@ Methodift anda Churchman. By William Law, M. 4. 8vo. 


Pr. 6d. Richardfon, 
Thofe who are not. already perfeAly acquainted with the 


queftion here debated by a churchman and a methodift, will 
find their advantage in the perufal of this dialogue. 


= Art, 
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Art. 23. The Subverfon of ancieat Kingdoms confidered. A Sertod 
ig b pes John’s, Weltminiter, ox * ay, Feb. 13,1761, 
_ the Ray appointed for a General Fup. o J. Rebertion, 4. B, 
. Ficar, of Harviard. so Hamphhire. 8a, , $F: Mt Whiten 
qud White, . _ un | 


‘The ingenious author of-the fermon sktone us, ‘ay frig, a: 
little out of the common road, has furnifhed us with more en- 
terteinment and inftruétion than generally arife from produc- 
tions of this nature. ‘He carries us through Affyria, Perfia, Ju- 
dza, Egypt, Athens, and Rome; calls to our minds the re- 
volutions they all-underwent,and points out the caufes of thofé 
revolutions, obferving very judicioufly upon them, that when we 
review thefe; and the like tragical occurrences, we are apt to af- 
cribe them to the fate of war, the negligence of men, or the 
ordinary inftability of things, fearching for natural caufes, and, 
at the fame time, ‘overlooking the providence of God. From 
this confideration he is naturally led to ferious reflections on 
our own ftate and condition, and laments in a mafterly and 
pathetic manner, the luxury and degeneracy of the prefent 
age. * Do we imagine (fays he, fpeaking of the faft) that 
the bare proclamation of it will-refcue a guilty.nation from the 
brink of deftruction ? ‘Will an occaftonal form of prayer operate 
upon us like a charm ? Will the abftinence of a day attone for 
an age of riot and licentioufnefs ? or, will-a Being, of <infinite 
holinefs and wifdom, ‘accept of apparent devotion inftead of 
real piety, the hypocrify of a flattering tongue inftead of the 
Sighing of a conirite heart? 

But we will not anticipate our readers pleafure by quotations 
the fermon is to be purchafed ; and. if they never fpend fix 
pence worfe, the world will never reproach them for their ex+ 
travagance. 


Art. 24. 4 Sermon preached before the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in. the Abbey-Church, Weftminfter, on Friday, Feb, 13, 1761, 
being the Day appointed by bis Majefty’s Proclamation for a General 
Faft and Humiliation. By Philip Lord il v® Briftol. 420 
Pr.6d. Whitton asd White. 


His lordthip of Briftol has taken for nee: on this occafian, 
the following words: There is no wifdom, nor undenflanding, nor 


counfel againft the Lord. The borfe is prepared ov, the day of 
hatte : but Jafety is of theLord. 
It is handled in.a judicious manner : the ftile is plain: and 


fimple, but not without elegance, ftrength, and propriety ; and 
*e 7 muft 
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muft have received great additional beauties from the mouth of 
a preacher, fo diftinguifhed for the peculiar grace and fweetnefs 


of his delivery. 


Art. 25. 4 Rational Account of the Nature and End of the Sacra- 
ment, by William Bifbop of Gloucefter. 12mo. Price 6d. 
Millar. 


Innovation is in no inftance fo dangerous as in points of re- 
ligion. After the manly, fimple, and rational account of the 
facrament, written by Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, it were perhaps 
better, if our right reverend author had withheld this explica- 
tion of the Lord’s fupper, which he calls a feaft after a facrifice. 
This opinion, though by no means new, may be confidered in 
that light, becaufe it had long given way to another more fa- 
tisfactory ; and the author ought to have refleéted, that preju- 
dice, vanity, and even confcience, are alarmed; that indolence 
and timidity tremble at the apprehenfion of novelty, in matters 


of fo high confequence to falvation. 


Art. 26. Tawo Difcourfes delivered O&ober the 25th, 1759, being 
the Day appointed by Authority, to be obferved asa Day of public 
Thank/giving, for the Succe/s of bis Majefty’s Arms, more particu 
‘larly in the Redudion of Quebec, the Capital of Canada. With 
an Appendix, containing a brief Account of two former Expedi- 
tions againf? that City and Country, which proved unfuccefsful. By 
Jonathan Mayhew, D. BD. iz Bofton. 8vo. Pr. 15. 64. 
Millar. 


~ Readers who prefer hiftory and politics to explications of the 
facred writings, and the common fubje& of difcourfes from the 
pulpit, will find entertainment in the fermons of Dr. Mayhew. 


Art. 27. Letters to Correfpondents. Containing Anfwers to A. and 
B. relative to the Liberty of the Prefs ; and Anfwers to pofthue 
mous Letters written by C. in the Year 1742, wherein the genuine 
and apoftolic Manner of adminiftring an Inftitution of Fefus Chrift, 
is debated with Freedom and Candour.—By the Author of a new 
Office of Baptifms, formed on the Plan of the New Tefament, 
8vo. Pr. 1s. Henderfon. 


As this performance contains little befides friendly alter- 
cation, whether our author ought to publifh the letters of a de- 
ceaied acquaintance upon baptifm, we imagine the public will 
think itfelf not much interefted in the correfpondence. 


Vow. XI. March 1761. . S Art, 
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Art. 28. 4 Letter tothe Honourable H 
trance at the Univerfity in D 
Price 15. 

This performance is recommended by nothing befides the 
jous firain in which the writer gives advice, thathas been a 
thoufand times repeated by parents and tutors. 





Art. 29. Short Hand, adapted to the meaneft Capacity. Wherein 
the Rules are few, plain, and eafy ; the Chara&ers not burthen- 
Some to the Memory ; and the Hand fborter and more intelligible than 
any other extant: Together with the Principles on which it is 
founded. Al/o an Alphabetical Praxis, Se. By Henry Taplin, 
of Chichefter, Suffex. 800. Pr. 5s. Dodfley. 


The utility of thort hand is fo obvious, that we fhould be ex - 

tremely glad to fee it arrive at fome ftandard, and fixed upon 
certain invariable principles, which might give it the ftability 
of an art; and this, however, we apprehend, is not to be ex- 
pected fram the performance now under confideration. The 
perfection of an art that has puzzled the heads of fo many au- 
thors, can fcarcely be expected from the little labour beftowed 
by Mr. Taplin ; if what he tells us, in page it, of his introduc- 
tion, be true, viz. ‘thathe has lately amu/ed himfelf with form- 
ing it,’ . 
To enquire into the properties of a perfe# fhort hand, is a 
problem which we are aftonifhed fhould fo long have efcaped the 
curious. It is with pleafure therefore we acquaint the public, 
that an ingenious effay upon this fubjeét, by Mr. Lyle, in- 
ventor of the new mathematical inftruments for defcribing fpi- 
fal curves, is now in the prefs, and foon will be publifhed. Un- 
til the appearance of this work we fhall defer our moft material 
ebfervations, and content ourfelves witha few obvious remarks 
on this production of Mr. Taplin’s, now in view. 


Our author exhibits his plan in the following words : ¢ In 
the firft place 1 imagine, that any two confonants, which never 
meet in the fame word, without a vowel between them, may 
be fignified by two ftraight ftrokes, though drawn in the fame 
pofition, if they differ only in length; provided different 
yowels are fignified by different places ; or if thofe vowels that 
are not fignified by particular places, are fo made as to join 
at either end, with every confonant.’ 


We mutt confefs that we do riot clearly perceive the excel- 
lence of this plan ; nor how it can be the only confiftent one, 


wy which a fhort hand can be rendered intelligible. That, not 
only 


» A. D. v761. B80. 
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only ‘ comfonants which never meet in the fame word without 
a vowel,’ but as many of every kind as polfible, be fighified by 
fimple characters, is certainly an excellence in fhort hand; but 
wherein the advantage of having ‘any two confonants, that 
never meet in the fame word without a vowel between them, 
fignified by two ftraight ftrokes, drawn in the fame pofition, 
and differing only in length,’ is what we do not underftand, 
For if the * vowels are fignified by particular places,’ then the 
confonants muft either be joined or not joined: if joined, how 
can the one be diftinguifhed from the other, fo as to know 
which is the firft or laft, when both together make one uni- 
form ftrait line: if not joined, then they may as eafily be 
drawn in different pofitions. Again, if there be vowels wrote 
between them, ‘ fo as to join at either end with every confonant,’ 
then furely it is no matter, whether or not the confonant that 
follows the vowel, be drawn in the fame pofition with the con- 
fonant that goes before it, fince the motion of the hand is al- 
tered in making the vowel. Weapprehend too, that Me. Tap- 
lin’s charaCters for vowels are not very proper, as moft of them’ 
are compound, and it feems particularly abfurd to have two 
characters for the vowel 0, which, as we do not remember to 
have feen in any other method of fhort hand, we muit beg 
leave to think an innovation without any improvement. 


Art. 30. The Hiffory of the Man after God’s own Heart. 12mo, 
Pr. 1s. 6d. Freeman. 


Though we admire the wit, the archnefs, and genuine hu- 
mour of this entertaining writer, we could wifh he had em- 
ployed his talents upon a fubje& more beneficial, we may ven- 
ture to fay, lefs prejudicial to fociety. Ridicule thrown upon 
any part of the facred writings tends immediately to diminifh 
their influence; the vulgar are incapable of diftinguifhing be- 
tween what is doctrinal and merely hiftorical. If inconfiftencies 
are pointed out to them in the latter, it naturally weakens their 
reverence for the former; the confequences of which, even in 
a political view, muft, on reflection, be obvious to a writer of 
our author’s difcernment. It is not our intention to enter into 
a critical examination of a performance rather executed with 
genjus than defigned with judgment; our readers will be able 
to form an idea of the fcope and manner of the writer from 


the following extract. 


* There dwelt then at Maon, a blunt rich old farmer, whofe 
name was Nabal. David hearing of him, and that he was at 


that time fheep-fhearing, fent ten of his followers to levy a 
S2 _-contrie 
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contribution on him: making a merit of his forbearance in 
that he had not ftole his fheep, and murdered his fhepherds. 
Nabal, who, to be fure, was not the moft courteous man in 
the world; upon receiving this extraordinary meflage, gave 
them but a fo-fo anfwer, attended with a flat denial. ‘«* Who, 
fays he, is David; and who is the fon of Jeffe? there be many 
fervants now-a-days that break away every man from his ma- 
fter. Shall I then take my bread and my water, and my fiefh 
that I have killed for my fhearers, and give it unto men, whom 
I know not whence they be?” Upon receiving this anfwer, 
David direétly formed his refolution; and arming himfelf with 
a number of his followers, vowed to butcher him and all that 
belonged to him, before the next morning. And how was this 
pious intention diverted ? Why, Abigail, the charming Abigail, 
Nabal’s wife, refolved, unknown to her fpoufe, to try the force 
of beauty in mollifying our angry hero: whofe difpofition for 
gallantry, and warm regard for the fair fex, was, probably, 
not unknown at that time. Accordingly, the prepares a pre- 
fent, and goes to David, faying very fententioufly—‘* upon me, 
my lord, upon me let this iniquity be : — judging very hu- 
manely, that could fhe get him to transfer his revenge upon 
her, fhe might poflibly contrive to pacify him, without pro- 
ceeding to difagreeable extremities. Nor was fhe wrong in 
her judgment ; for we are told — ** So David received of her 
hand that which fhe had brought him, and faid unto her, go 
up in peace to thine houfe; fee I have hearkened to thy voice, 
AND HAVE ACCEPTED THY PERSON. But whatever pleafure 
Abigail might have had, we do not find that Nabal was fo well 
pleafed with the compofition his wife had made for him; for 
when he came to underftand fo much of the ftory as fhe chofe 
to inform him of, he guefled the remainder, broke his heart, 
and died in ten days afterward. David lofes no time, but re- 
turns God thanks for the old fellow’s death, and then marries 
the buxom widow ; together with one Ahinoam, a Jezreelite. 
For Saul had difpofed of his daughter Michal to another.’ 


The ftory of Uriah’s wife is related with the fame ludicrous 
circumftances, and decency is quite fhocked with the obfcene re- 
flection on David’s dancing before the ark, with fuch alacrity as 
difcovered his nakednefs to the fpeétators.---** And of the maid 
fervants of which thou haft fpoken, of them fhall I be had in 
honour.” ‘I would advife fome ftaunch zealot (fays our au- 
thor) to take this part of David’s anfwer, for his text; {piri- 
tualize it, and give the myftical fenfe of it: left the prophane, 
who are content with the evident fignification of words, fhouid 


conitrue it to no otherwife than into a compliment on the pro- 
portion 
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portion of his parts: intimating that he had no caufe to be 
afhamed of what he expofed.’ 


Such dangerous buffoonery needs no comment, 


>» Gent. 





Art. 31. The Plain Voice of Peace. ByG——H 
born in 1703. 8vo. Pr. is. Scott. 


Should the fale of this pamphlet correfpond with its merit, 
we truft that kind providence will difpofe of the writer ina 
fphere more fuitable to his talents than the profeffion of an 
author, which, without fome fmall fhare of learning and ge- 
nius, affords but an uncomfortable fubfiftence. 


Art. 32. Minifterial Influence Unconftitutional: or, the Mifchiefs of 
Public Venality. Sve. Pr. is. Dodfley. 


A trite exhaufted fubje& is handled by this fenfible writer 
with an air of novelty. His reafoning is conclufive, his manner 
{piriced, and his refle&tions are folid and pertinent. 


Art. 33. Occafonal Obfervations on the Civil-Lift Reveans. Suse 
Pr. 6d. © 


The author of this little performance writes with the bold- 
nefs of felf-conviction. Affured of his perfe& knowledge of 
the fubjecét he treats, he fpeaks his fentiments with great free- 
dom ; and from a review of the application of the civil-lift re- 
venue for the feven laft years, he recommends the neceflity of 
laying before the parliament a clear eftimate of the funds appro- 
priated for this purpofe. Perhaps this propofal is not the lefs 
neceflary, that the fovereign has been gracioufly pleafed to ac- 
cept of a fum in lieu of thefe funds, greatly inferior to their 
yearly value, fince their produce muft be applied to the other 
purpofes of the national expence. 


Art. 34. Le Faux Patriote Anglois, ou Obfervations fur la Guerre 
prefente D’Allemagne, Ox Auteur réfute dans tous fes points 
le Siftime des Confiderations fur la méme Guerre. Lettre de Lon- 
dres 4 un Hollandois. Premiere Partie. 8vo. Pr. 2s. Becket. 


Whether the author of this anfwer to the Confiderations of the 
German War, had any other objeé in view than the inftru€tion of 
the public, we will not pretend to determine : in this we may 
fafely pronounce he has failed. He has indeed entered into a 
Particular examination of that judicious performance, and 
ftated every argument with abundance of candour; but, alas ! 


he anfwers them only by a Mat denial, and general vague af- 
fertions, 
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fertions, as if his intention had been to fhew his Dutch cor- 
refpondent his courage in attacking a writer fo much his fu- 

erior. Our author feemsto have profited by the feveral anfwers 
publithed againft the Con/iderations. All the pofitions repeated 
until they became hackneyed in the Englith language, he here 
retails as fpick and fpan-new thoughts in the French. In a 
word, though he is not deftitute of fprightly fallies, and inge- 
nious notions, our author is fo inferior in point of cool, deli- 
berate, and conclufive argument to his antagonift, that we have 
no great defire to fee the promifed fequel. 


Art. 35. 4 Word to a Right Honourable Commoner. 8v0. Pr. 15. 
Dixwell. 


There is fpirit and argument in this remonftrance. The 
author, tooth and nail, attacks the German war, the con- 
du& of the c— rin c——f of the allied army, and the 
meafures of the ad n. He enquires into the caufes of the 
failure of the late intended grand expedition; is fevere on the 
mifcarriage at Martinico ; and though he flatters the zeal and 
Capacity of the m r, he remarks with abundance of 
acrimony upon his condud&. 











Art. 36. A Letter from a Britith Officer now in Germany : 
Containing many interefting Particulars relative to the Confidera- 
tions: Humbly recommended to the Perufal of the Legiflature, and 
of every free-born Briton. S8vo. Pr. ‘1s. Becket. 


Notwithftanding our military author has revealed fome me- 
lancholy truths, we muft take the liberty of advifing him not 


to ftep out of the way of his profeflion, until he is capable of _ 


feparating what may appear new to his readers, from ftale, 
trite declamation. 


Art. 37. Letters from Monfieur Maubert, to the Author of the Con- 
federations on the prefent German War. 8c. Pr. 1s. Kinnerfley. 


Thefe letters, attributed by the editor to the fprightly, fruit- 
ful, difingenuous author of the Bruffels Gazette, are keen and 
animated. The ftrictures on the Confiderations deferve at leaft 
to be called fpirited: they are the fruits of genius, if not of 
judgment. The pamphiet will be perufed with fatisfadtion ; 
and, certain grains of allowance being made, it may be read 
with profit. 


Art. 
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Art. 38. The Newtonian Syfem of Philofophy adapted to the Ca- 
pacities of young Gentlemen and Ladies, and familiarized ana 
made entertaining by Obje&s with which they are intimately ac- 
quainted : Being the Subjtance of Six Lectures read to the Lillipu- 
tian Society, by Tom Telefcope, 4. M. and collected and metho- 
dized for the Benefit of the Youth of thefe Kingdoms, by-their old 
Friend Mr. Newbery, in St. Paul’s Church-Yard ; avho bas 
alfo added Variety of Copper-Plate Cuts, to illuftrate and confirm the 
DoGrines advanced. Pr. 1s. Newbery. | 


Our good friend Mr. Newbery never appears to more ad- 
vantage than when feated in the profefforial chair, encircled 
by his admiring juvenile audience. He has here exhibited a 
courfe of natural philofophy, in a manner the moft familiar 
and entertaining, at the fame time that he adheres invariably to 
ftri&t fcientific principles. We are furprized, we muft confefs, 
into more knowledge than we could expe& to find in a little 
performance, that pretends to no higher a title than the Philg/- 
phy of Tops and Balls. 


Art. 39. The Antiquarian School: or, the City Latin eleBrifed. A 
Ballad. Dedicated, by Permiffion, to Sir Nicholas Nemo, Kut. 
by Erafmus Hearne, 4. M. F. 4. 8. fol. Pr. 6d. Stevens. 


This little fquib of imagination might have furnifhed fome 
diverfion while it bounced about among the private friends of 
the author. 


Art. 40. The Rife and Pvogre/s of the Foundling Hofpital confidered ; 
and the Reafons for putting a Stop to the general Reception of all 
Children. 8vo. Pr. Od. Sandby. 


This little pamphlet is recommended to the public notice by 
the peculiar elegance and precifion with which the author has 
treated a fubje&t of national importance. His intention is to 
vindicate the legiflature for having lately repealed an aé pafled 
in the year 1756, for receiving into the hofpital all foundlings, 
and fupporting them at the publick expence.. We cannot pre- 
tend to determine whether the faéts are candidly ftated; but if 
we admit them, the proofs are clear that the general plan pro- 
pofed muft be prejudicial to the kingdom, from the greatmor- 
tality of a crouded hofpital, where the children are ill-provided 
with nurfes, or bred by hand, from the effeéts the hofpital 
souft produce on the morals of the people, from the encourage- 
ment it affirds to idlenefs, and the check it gives to marriages, 

and 
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and, laftly, from the political inconvenienee of rearing up a fet 
of men and woman totally unconneéted by any ties of relation 
er friendfhip, nurtured at a great expence, in a manner that 
can never qualify them for the more ufeful occupations of the 
ftate, either as foldiers, mariners, or fervants. 

We imagine, however, that fome of our author’s aflertions 
are hardy, and that the fame arguments, pointed againft the 
general plan of the hofpital, may, with equal propriety, be le- 
velled at the private foundation: the phyfical and moral ob- 
jections indeed will vanifh, but the political and oeconomical 
will remain. 


Art. 41. The Authentic Trial, and Memcirs of Yfaac Darkin, alias 
Dumas, capitally convicted for a Highway Robbery, near Nettle- 
bed, before Mr. Baron Adams, at the Lent Affzes at Oxford, on 
Friday the 6th, and executed for the fame on Monday the 23d of 
March, 1761. Wherein are given a faithful Hiftory of bis Life ; 
feveral original Letters, among which are thofe that were the Occa- 
fion of bis being apprebended ; his capital ComviGion at Che\ms- 
ford ; his conditional Pardon, and Return from Antigua ; the Rob- 
bery of Lord Percival, and his Acquittal at Salifbury ; together 
avith his Behaviour after his Sentence at Oxtord, and at the Place 
of Execution. fol. Pr.is. Baldwin, 


We cannot, in confcience, ftretch a compliment to this me- 
moir-writer, beyond allowing, that in the judicious choice of a 
fubje&, in elevation of {tile, in folid refle&tion, and curious in- 


cident, he is not furpaffed by many of the ingenious biogra- 
phers of Tyburn heroes, 


Art. 42. Te Compting-Houfe Affiflant : or, Bock-Keeping Made 
Eafy : Being a Complete Treatife on Merchants Accompts, after the 
moft approved Method. Wherein almoft all the Varieties that can 
bappen in that ufeful Art are introduced, and explained ina concife 
and eafy Manner. The Whole being divided into tava Setts of 
Books, principally intended to fupply the Defe&s of thofe already 
publifhed, and for the Perufal of Youth during their InftruGtion at 
School, and in the Compting-Houfe. Methodixed in the Nature of 
Real Bufiucfs. With a Supplement, foewing the Nature of nego- 
siating Bills of Exchange, promiffory Notes, €Sc. and a Colleétion 
of the different Bills and Forms of Bufine/s in Ufe among Mer- 
chants. By John Cooke, Mafter of the Academy the Lower End 
of Charles-ftreet, St. James’s Square. 8vo. Pr. 2s. Hooper. 


This treatife of Book-keeping is more compendious than 


any thing we have feen on the fubjett, and feems fully to 
aniwer the title. 


Cah 
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